
COLUMBUS UTILITIES SEWER RATE STUDY



Columbus’ Sewer Utility Background

Village furnishes sanitary sewer to over 2,300 users, along with 

services to Village of Fall River, Elba Sanitary District 1, and 

Waste Haulers

Responsible for:

Capital Costs

Operation and Maintenance Costs

Activities involving the sanitary sewer collection system and lift 

station and wastewater treatment plant



Purpose of the Study

To review and confirm or recommend changes to the Village’s 

sewer rates

Summary of the Study

Revenue from rates increased $900,000 or 56 percent

Sewer rates last increased in 2018

Drivers

Operation & maintenance expense increases

Numerous capital projects planned in the upcoming years



Study Purpose

Develop a rate structure that ensures adequate revenues to 

meet operating, maintenance and capital expenditures for 2025

Develop rate projections for the next 5-years to ensure rates 

developed now will lead to smaller, inflationary increases in the 

future

Develop rate structure with fair allocation of costs for all user 

groups



Key Findings

Revenue on Projected Rates
Study proposes fixed and volume rates based on revenue and cash-flow 
needs

Sewer cost-of-service was re-designed to provide a more simplistic model 
that can be easily updated and maintains historical rate practices

Revenue vs Debt Service
Current sewer revenue insufficient to meet debt service obligations

Additional capital improvement projects are being taken on

Combined residential and commercial revenue in 2024 is lower than 2023, 
underscoring the  need for a review of the revenue structure

Alternative Solutions
Six alternatives evaluated 

Designed to impact all customers uniformly



Key Findings (Cont.)

Impact on Customers

Proposed Rate Increase

Fixed meter charges increase 56 percent

Fall River volume charges increased 195 percent

Elba volume charges increase by 143.8 percent

Columbus volume charges increased by 0.2 percent



Alternative 2 

Selected Alternative 

Provides a volume-based rate structure for Fall River, Elba that is closer to 
volume charges being made by Columbus Rate Payers

Columbus residents in this alternative will receive an increase in fixed 

meter charges, but volume rates stayed the same. 

This rate structure appears the most just and reasonable.



Revenue Requirement
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Questions?
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