City of Columbus
Zoning Code Rewrite

Plan Commission
May 14, 2026
Sign Code Discussion



Today’s Discussion

- Last Meeting (March 12)
* Parking

 Today (May 14)

* Present draft Sign Code and review key policy questions or
changes with the Plan Commission
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Code Organization

Proposed Reorganization of the Zoning Code
* Article 1: Introduction

* Article 2: Establishment of Zoning Districts

* Article 3: Land Use Regulations

* Article 4: Bulk Regulations

* Article 5: Nonconforming Situations

* Article 6: Performance Standards

* Article 7: Exterior Building Design Standards
* Article 8: Landscaping Requirements

* Article 9: Signage G Pt 2
* Article 10: Administration and Procedures
* Article 11: Definitions
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Article 9 Signage

Goals of New Sign Code

« Become compliant with federal law (content-neutral)

” &

« Change sign names to “yard”, “arm and post”, etc. from “political”, “for sale”

,

* Reduce ambiquity with clearer standards by sign type and zoning district
» Consolidate similar and redundant sign types

« Modernize sign types available (many very large sign allowances in current code)

» Create summary tables of standards
* 4 new tables are the new Sign Code
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Reed v Gilbert

Organization

User-Friendly Tables & Graphics
Policy Questions

AN
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Reed v. Gilbert -Cannot Regulate Content

 U.S. Supreme Court June 2015

e Supreme Court case involving freedom of speech

« Can’t define or requlate a sign based on its content,
message, or speaker (e.g., real estate sign)

* Most sign codes in the country are affected, temporary
sign cateqgories in particular

e Columbus's new draft is content-neutral
If you must read the

sign to know how to

read it, it’s not content-
neutral
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Reed v. Gilbert —-What can be regulated?

(1) Time = duration
(2) Manner = materials, height, etc.
(3) Place = setbacks, zoning districts, etc.

Cannot regulate content but we can

regulate time, manner, and place

STAKE SIGN

SIGN v
COPY

Example in Practice: Yard Signs RO Toor U VUR A
« Take the place of “content-based”
categories: real estate signs, garage

sale signs, political signs, etc.

/) \_ OVANDEWALEAASSOCWTESnc 2018/
<
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New Groups, Categories, and Types

Permanent  Freestanding Monument, Dual Post, Pylon / MONUMENT SIGN

B}JSlness «  On-Building Wall, Awning, Canopy, Marquee, Projecting SIGN COPY s'

Signs *  Pedestrian Suspended
* Changeable Menu Board, Sandwich, Bulletin, Drive-Thru i

Copy

Other *  Window Window

Business  Board/Banner Board, Banner

Signs  Flag/Feather Flag, Feather

(Temporary) + Development Active Building, Active Plat

Misc. Signs « Site Guidance On-Building Locational, Interior Site <)
« Placemaking  Navigation e !
*  Yard Metal Plaque, Permanent Gateway, :

Community, Community Interior-Oriented

Stake, Frame, Arm and Post
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i . i ian- 2 _ Sign Area & Height Example Sign Diagrams:
hgu re| 114.09.11(1): Business Sign-Permanent Group Maximums for Zoning Districts:
FISEII‘I_F'?:Ir'l'ﬁif;:I Sian £ . 1R&252id':$siurl? EI;I:,-:;FS:,T """Ed': L'E'f and Dawmtown / MONUMENT SIGN : BUAL POST SIGH :
Sign Categories A:Er”o';ir ?sr«:ee Number of Sign Locations I'ullg:eri‘:f: Sign Lighting Alrg: SR-1, 53':: MR-, MR-2 'I':‘lﬁai %"F‘{Uic?:' DL I SIGN COPY ‘ ; SIGN ]
- _ : . Hi, PR, 10, SN 1
& Sign Types Section Signs Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Formula AG Tﬁ__
T
114.09.27) e E L[ ;
A. Freestanding Sign Category ™2 Choose 1 of the following Sign Types.

1. Monument Sign 7T T E PYLON 5I1GN 5 -' o) [ FREE STAMDING CANOFY SIGH -
— T 731072 Minimum height of sign = 1 =f of sign area 80 =farea 120 =f arzs &0 =f area bl E- -
..;:2'.5Dual'Pﬂ5t Sign ©=5 Fu‘:’es: 1 Slgfrnurpf;;tree' minimum distance fromtheg Durable, all- B} per 1 ft of street| Mot allowed B ft height 12 ft height &t height !

——— e ign EI:E:.@ e right-of-way '° weather materials|  Standard. *° frontage T
- 1,2, 4,10, 12, 16, - - L 12 =f

3. Pylon Sign aoprovel in all districts. Mot aliowad i Mot sllowed - ;

4. Freestandmg Canopy 1 per street Placed on the canopy Hone. Use | )

Sign '® 17 frontage” facia’ max area ' Mot allowed See Footnote 17 Mot allowed i o

WAL SIGN &Y 5

IE. On-Building Sign Category * Choose 2 of the following Sign Types. . f
e 1,2,5,7,8, 10 ]

;. f::if;ggign 124,688 10 Vo Sign Sh':" not ExheMnd shove Durable, all- 1 =f of sign Per formula. ! E

3 Canopy Sign "I TEEET Far saeh 1 zign per business| mmg%—m Ao | weather materials Standard. ® areaperifiof o 15% of canopy/awning area 3 3

4. Marq'f;re Sgign | "ew sian. City st | per street frontage Sign msy not praject within 2 in all districis. B building a0 =1 area % %

- ApmrmvL facade length )

5 Projecting Sign 2255 feet of curb. [ not Mot allowed 30 of area .

 CANDIY SIGH g g
IC. Pedestrian Sign Category ** i :
fes: 1 for each . Durable, sl-westher - i ]

1. Suspended Sign "+ %% :;,’féffr' ctatl customer Mmrlg:::c?ﬁwfng mteriaks in sl Gﬂ.rnmb;:nn;;: ':IDETSI_%? Mot allowed 4 =f area ; E

approval. entrance. ) districts. - - E i
0. Changeable Copy Sign Category ™ ? Choose any combination of the following Sign Types. i |

1. Menu Board Sign " ; Internal. Not allowed 4 sf area - =

=nu Boa ign — 1 Within 10 ft of customer : - _ PROJECTING SIGH ™

2. Eandwich Board Sign " © Yes: for each entrance. Durable. all- Ambient only. " Mot allowed 8 sf area/d ft haighti2 ft width ] i

For sach ; Minimum & from the right-of- Seri one. ; I=. — i
3. Bulletin Board Sign ™ new sign. City staf business. i Wa:_mlu ne weather materials Internal. |Use max area. Mot allowed 30 =f arealB f height | [=
approval, 7 e in all districts. yrpn o —E=
4. Drive Thru Sign "2+ 1" P e Drive-thru '’ Standard. ** Not allowed haight Not allowed B [
Footnotes Containing Additional Development Requirements: | A

1 Refer to Section 114.08.05 for definitions and rules for each Sign Category (lettered), and each Sign Type (numbered). £ MEND 1O AT SIGN " s

2 Awsilsble to land uses identified in Section 114.08.05 Mo signs are permitted in the Conservancy Foning District. 1|

2 The number of permitted on-building signs may be transferred from one wall to another, but the total combined sign ares on the receiving wall shall still be limited by its length ratio of s=id wall. ﬁ/

|4 Electronic Message Signs (of up fo 50% of the sign sres) sre pesmitted for this Sign Type in nonresidentisl districts. See Seclion 114.09.08. H}

|5 __“Standard” means the following forms of sign lighting: ambient, backlit, internal, and gooseneck.

5 Within the DMU zoning district, Awnings, Canopies, Marguess Projecting. and Suspended Signs may extend from the sttsched facade into the dght-of-way up to § fiest and shall b= = minimum of & feet sbove grade [Section 114.03.28(T). |

[T Ewery business shall be guaranteed s minimum of 50 square fest of Wall Sign ares, regardless of the business's actusl building facade length. : !

|2 Sign copy shall be horizontslly and vertically centered on the face of the swning, canopy, or marguee. Sign copy shall not extend sbove or below an swning or marguee but mey extend up to 127 in height sbove the canopy face. - ; S
I8 Bottom of sign shall be a min. of 14 fest sbove 8 drive, alley, strest, parking space or other wehicle surface: a min. of & feet above a sidewslk, pstio, or other ground-level- surface; and & max. of 5 feet from the building. Wall Signs shall not project - -
more then 12 inches horizontally bevond the edge of any wall or other surface to which they are mounted. [ BRI M RO XCN g [} A THER b gl
10 Sign must be located on-site and must not be located within amy street right-of-wey {which includes the entire public sidewslk snd street terrace area), except for footnote & and 13, or vision fiangle without & permit from the City Engineer. f Ee——-dle T i
11 Drive Thru Signs shall conform to the locstion requirements for Drive-Through and In-Vehicle Sales or Sarvice land uses (see Section 114.03.108)). Drive Thru Signs shall be located within 15 feat of the building, sign copy shall not be viewabla L w—— | J
¥from the public right-of-wey or an adiscent residential land use, sign type may be either freestanding or wall mounted and must mest noise and lighting standsrds in the zoning code. A mese. 86 sf of total Drive Thru Signs is permitted per business. T— I

12 Sign must be designed of materisls complementary to and hamoniows with the building and =site and must b= dossly integrated with site landscaping. 1 ]

13 Signs shall only be located on & sidewslk and ba no more than 3 feet from the property Ene. shall provide a minimum width of 5 feet of unobstructed public pedastrian walkway, and shall only be displayed during the howrs of operation for on-site | E
Jend use. i
14 Sign type only permitted for an instih dionsl land use as determined by the Zoning Administrator (s=e Section 114.03.12).

15 Menu Bosrd Signs shall be secursly sffized to the ecderior wall of the bullding and shall not exdend more than 4" from the wall on which it is mouwnted.

18 Any In-\ehide Sales and Service land use is pemitted to include dluminsted fusl price signage within & Freestanding Sign. Such signs shall count toward the site's maximum permitted sign ares.

17 Only permitted for In-\Yehicle Sales and Service land uses. Stripe width shall be permitted on all sides of the freestanding canopy and limited to 8 max. height of 50% of the facia's vertica] height. Sign copy shall be limited to a max. of 24 square
ffest per facia facing & public ight-of-way.

18 _See Section 114.08.10 for Highway Interchange Cwverday Sign standards.

|abbrevigtions: ft=feet max<=maximum  min = minimwn  sf = sguare feet F.C. = Plan Commission




i . i ian- 2 _ Sign Area & Height Example Sign Diagrams:
hgure| 114.09.11(1): Business Sign-Permanent Group Maximums for Zoning Districts: pie vig a
- - 1 & 2 Farmiby Multi-Family Mized-Use and Dioamitziam ry L
P 'g"_P?j"“'td Sion F S Residentizl Residential Other MONEMENT SIGA §) [ DvaLFOST SGH
i ; equired an H i 1gn Face i T an SR-1, SR-Z, MR-, MR-2 INST, CMU, BF, DML
S'é‘ I'g_Cﬂt?ﬂO[lES pprover (seg S_Num:ﬁr of d Sig "A:iocagms Materials Slﬂ:“ngh:’lng Area MH LI, HI, PR, 10A, SIGN COPY HGN
ign lypes Section igns Allowe owe Allowed owe Formula AG e T
114.09.27) .K'_' - ,_j
A. Freestanding Sign Categd y ™ Choose 1 of the following Sign Types. :
1. Monument Sign = - o =  FYLON SIGH & g |
I - - : . 80 sf area 120 =f ar=a G0 =f area
—— T _ . Minimum height of sign = 1 =f of sign ares ; == ;
|3'15Dual'Pﬂ5t Sign E Yzim 1 Slgrn per EetrEEl minimum distance fromtheg Durable, all- per 1 ft of street| Mot allowed B ft height 12 ft height &t height
. 5in|r1 City stef right-of-way '° weather materials|  Standard. *° frontage T
3. Bylon Sign **+ 1021w (B R0 S in all districts. ** Notsllawed | 205 200 Mot allowed
4. Freestandmg Canopy 1 per street Placed on the canopy Hone. Use \
SIQI‘I I‘mntaqe" facia” max area. 17 Mot allowed See Footnoie 17 Mot allowed .
[ WALL SIGN
IE. On-Building Sign Categor | * Choose 2 of the following Sign Types.
1. Wall Sign " #7510 . Per formula.
> AwninggSign TLIEEL T Yea: Sggiﬁ'gpg?mﬂﬂm’:ﬂe Durable, all- 1 sf of sign .
3. Canopy Sign "7 R T » :Iu:‘e;;h o 1 sigsnt |:u=_nrt ;rbusitnag Engm .55 10 wf_:athlqlard;af[elnals Standard. ® are.';:l F-'!EU ft of Mot allowed 15% of canopy/awning area
4. Marquee Sign -~ C T - | per street TOMt88= | gign may not project within 2 [ 11 31 GIFINCIS. ; azl Ilng h 40 sf area
3 PI'CI]E-’E'II'IQ Sigrﬂ LR feet of cu acade engt Mot allowed 30 =f area .
 CANOFY SIGH
C. Pedestrian Sign Category] 2 *
e 1 for each . Durable, all-weather -
EEETEY Minimum overhan P Ambient or Mone. Use
1. Suspended Sign " & %0 - :;:\.EE?F, st customer rules, © 8910 9 matarisks in sl Goosenack P Mot allowed
approval. entrance. ) districts. - -
0. Changeable Copy Sign Cz egory *? Choose any combination of the following Sign Types.
1. Menu Board Sign % ® 1 \Within 10 # of customer Internal. Mot allowed 4 =f area
2. Sandwich Board Sign " Yes: for each entrance. Durable al. Ambient only. Mot allowed 8 sf area’d ft height'2 ft width —
" For each busi Mirimum & from the right-of- o Mane. . =
3. Bulletin Board Sign v sigin. City stal USINEss. 10 weather materials Internal. Use max area Mot allowed 30 sf areafB ft height =)
approval. - WEY. in all districts. ’ ad
4. Drive Thou Sign 24" per peve thew Drive-thru '’ Standard. *° Not allowed et Not allowed 1

Footnotes Containing Additional Development Requirements:

1 Refer to Section 114.08.05 for definitions and rules for each Sign Category (lettered), and each Sign Type (numbered).
2 Awsilsble tg€ ad uses identified in Section 114.05.05 Mo signs are permitted in the Conserwancy Foning District.
" |L'IE|:I on-building signs may be transferred from one wall to another, but the total combined =sign ares on the receiving wall shall still be limitad by its length ratic of said wsall.

g of up o 509% of the sign srea) sre pesmitted for this Sign Tvpe in nonresidentisl districts. See Section 114.09.08. H}
following fcx'rns of sign Ilgh'hng armbient, tlslc,klll |n1sernal and goosenack.
q. and Suspended Signs may extend from the sttsched facade into the dght-of-way up to § fest and shall be 2 minimum of 8 feet sbove grade [(Section 114.03.28(T).
all be guaranteed 5 rrinimum of 50 square fest of '-".I'all Sign area, r\egadlnﬁﬁ of the business's actusl building fagade length.
horizontally and werically centered on the face of the swning, canopy, or marguee. Sign copy shall not extend sbowe or below an swning or marguee but meay edend up to 127 in height above the canopy face.

] be a min. of 14 fest sbove 8 drive, alley. sirest, parking space or other wehicle surface: a min. of & feet above a sidewslk, patio, or other ground-level- surface; and & max. of 5 feet from the building. Wall Signs shall not project
of sny well or other surface to which they are mownted.

ted on-site and must not be located within any street right-of-way (ahich includes the entire public sidewslk and street terrace area), except for footnote & and 13, or vision friangle without & pamit from the City Engineer.

shall confarm to the location reguirements for Drive-Through and In-Yehicle Sales or Servics land uses (see Section 114.03.10{8)). Drive Thru Signs shall be located within 15 feet of the building, sign copy shall not be viewskbls

~way or an adiscent residential land use, sign type may be sither freestanding or wall mounted snd must mest noise snd lighting stsndsrds in the zoning code. A msse. 86 sf of total Drive Thru Signs is permitted per business.

gned of materisls complementary to and hamonigus with the building and site and must be dossly integrated with site landscaping.

be located on a sidewslk and b= no more than 32 feet from the property Bne, shall provide & minimwm width of & feet of unobstructed public pedestrian walkway, and shall only be displayed during the hours of operation for on-site

L MENU BOARD SIGN

/ DRIVE THRU SIGM

f iﬂ]ll('llﬂ BOARD SIGH

fland uss.
14 Sign type only permitted for an instih dionsl land use as determined by the Zoning Administrator (s=e Section 114.03.12).

15 Menu Bosrd Signs shall be secursly sffized to the ecderior wall of the bullding and shall not exdend more than 4" from the wall on which it is mouwnted.
18 Any In-\ehide Sales and Service land use is pemitted to include dluminsted fusl price signage within & Freestanding Sign. Such signs shall count toward the site's maximum permitted sign ares.
17 Only permitted for In-\Yehicle Sales and Service land uses. Stripe width shall be permitted on all sides of the freestanding canopy and limited to 8 max. height of 50% of the facia's vertica] height. Sign copy shall be limited to a max. of 24 square
ffest per facia facing & public ight-of-way.

18 _See Section 114.08.10 for Highway Interchange Cwverday Sign standards.

|abbrevigtions: ft=feet max<=maximum  min = minimwn  sf = sguare feet

F.C. = Plan Commission




i . i ian- 2 _ Sign Area & Height Example Sign Diagrams:
hgurel 114.09.11(1): Business Sign-Permanent Group Maximums for Zoning Districts: pie vig a
- - 1 & 2 Farmiby Multi-Family Mized-Use and Dioamitziam ry 0
Rs'g"_P?j"“'td Sion F S Residentizl Residential Other MONEMENT SIGA §) [ DvaLFOST SGH :
i ; equired an H i 1gn Face i T an SR-1, SR-Z, MR-1 MR-2 INST, CMU, EF DML
Sign Categories Number of Sign Locations h Sign Lightin : . . . el
g Sign T?rpes Approver (see c;n e allowed D Alowed Materials Miowed || _Area MH Li, Hi, PR, 108, SIGN COFY e E
Section Allowed Formula AG ook
114.09.27) J,L_;“"—.—-—g—q_';-“:'ij i
e . -
A. Freestanding Sign Catet ory ™2 Choose 1 of the following Sign Types. '
1. Monument Sign = =% ™7 / FYLON SIGN —— 5| [ PREESTANDING CANOPY SIGH
18,18 _ - ' ) 80 =f ares 120 =f ares &0 =f area
—— T . Minimum height of sign = =f of sign ares . =" .
..;:2'.5Dual'Pﬂ5t Sign : 1 Slgfrnurpf;;tree' minimum distance fromtheg Durable, all- per 1ft of street| Mot allowed B ft height 12 ft height &t height
Pl right-of-way '° weather materials|  Standard. *° frontage T
3. Pylon Sign - 810 12080 in all districts. ™2 Mot sliowed 20 & height Mot allowed I
4. Freestanding Canoy 1 per street Placed on the cano Mone. Use = )
sign 1T g Lanopy o tage"” bt d max area Mot allowed Se= Footnote 17 Not allowed ' e
WAL IGN =)
IE. On-Building Sign Categ ry ** Choose 2 of the following Sign Types. .
1. Wall Sign #7510 . Per formula.
> AwninggSign TLIEEL T Yea: Sggiﬁ'gpg?mﬂﬂm’:ﬂe Durable, all- 1 sf of sign .
3. Canopy Sign "2 75551 For each 1 =ign per business| Engm .55 10 weather materials Standard. ® area per 1 ft of Mot allowed 15% of canopy/awning area
| new sign. City staf | per street frontage | o ) o in all districts. building
4. Marquee Sign appeeval Sign ma}'fe';'t ﬁmlm within 2 tacade length Not allowed 40 sf area !
5. Projecting Sign = 5% ored aliow 30 sf area i
o MARGUEE SIGH o
IC. Pedestrian Sign Catego il ,:..
. fes: 1 for each . Durable, sl-westher - i
1. Suspended Sign " ** % :;,’féff' ctatl customer Mmm:umc?ﬁwfng mteriaks in sl é\ml:uent ukr Nene. Use Mot allowed 4 =f area ;
e o entrance. rules. districts. ooseneck. max area. 3
0. Changeable Copy Sign { lategory ™ ? Choose any combination of the following Sign Types. % }
1. Menu Board Sign % ® 1 Within 10 f of customer Mot allowed 4 =f area ;wuc.mc == e >,
2. Sandwich Bosrd Sign "= Ve for each entrance. Durable. al Ambient only. Mot allowed 8 sf araa/4 ft heighti2 ft width r— - I .
) o Far each business, | Mnmimum & from the nghtoF | yeather materials Maone. - u N |=| f
3. Bulletin Board Sign new sigh. Cily st t zather ma Internal. <& max ared Mot allowed 30 f sres/@ ft haight [= E}
approval, - WBY. in all districts. ) — =
4. Drive Thou Sign 24" T per oeve thew Drive-thru "' Standard. *° Not allowed et Not allowed ull E

Footnotes Containing Additional Development Requirements:

1 Refer to Section 114.08.05 for definitions and rules for each Sign Category (le and each Sign Type (numbersd).

|2 Awsilsble to land uses identified in Section 114.03.05 Mo signs are permitis ervancy Foning Disirict.

|2 The number of permitted on-building signs may be transferred from one thie total combined sign area on the receiving wall shall still be limited by its length ratio of s=id wall.
|4 Electronic Message Signs (of up to 50% of the sign area) sre pesmitied for § oe in nonresidential districts. See Seclion 114.08.08.

|5 __“Standard” means the Iluw.ning forms of sign lighting: smbiert, backlit, inte rsenech.

5 Within the DML zoning district, Awnings, Canopies, Marguees, Projecting ded Signs may extend from the sttsched facade into the dght-of-way up to § fiest and shall be 2 minimum of 8 feet sbove grade [Secfion 114.03.28(T).

[T Ewery business shall be gusranteed & minimum of 50 square feet of Wall ardless of the business's sctual building facade length.

|2 Sign copy shall be horizontslly and vertically centered on the face of the = y, or marquee. Sign copy shall not extend sbowe or below an swning or marguee but mey ecdend up to 127 in height above the canopy face.

I8 Bottomn of sign shall be a min. of 14 fest sbove 5 drive, alley, strest, parking ‘her wehicle surface:; 8 min. of & feet above a sidewslk, patio, or other ground-level- surface; and & max. of 5 fest from the building. Wall Signs shall not project
more then 12 inches horizontally bevond the edoe of sny wall or other surface are mounted.

10 Sign must be located on-site and must not be located within amy street right ich includes the entire public sidewslk and street terrace area), except for footnote § and 13, or vision friangle without & pamit from the City Engineer.

11 Drive Thru Signs shall conform to the locstion requirements for Drive-Throu 'ehicle Sales or Sarnvice land uses (see Section 114.03.10(8)). Drive Thru Signs shall be located within 15 feat of the building, sign copy shall not be viewsbla
ffrom the public right-of-wey or an adiscent residential land use, sign type may b : 2standing or wiall mounted and must mest noise and lighting standsrds in the zoning code. A mex. 86 sf of total Drive Thru Signs is permitted per business.
12 Sign must be designed of materisls complementary to and hamoniows with the building and =site and must b= dossly integrated with site landscaping.

13 Signs shall only be located on & sidewslk and ba no more than 3 feet from the property Ene. shall provide a minimum width of 5 feet of unobstructed public pedastrian walkway, and shall only be displayed during the howrs of operation for on-site
fland uss.

14 Sign type only permitted for an instih dionsl land use as determined by the Zoning Administrator (s=e Section 114.03.12).

15 Menu Bosrd Signs shall be secursly sffized to the ecderior wall of the bullding and shall not exdend more than 4" from the wall on which it is mouwnted.

18 Any In-\ehide Sales and Service land use is pemitted to include dluminsted fusl price signage within & Freestanding Sign. Such signs shall count toward the site's maximum permitted sign ares.

17 Only permitted for In-\Yehicle Sales and Service land uses. Stripe width shall be permitted on all sides of the freestanding canopy and limited to 8 max. height of 50% of the facia's vertica] height. Sign copy shall be limited to a max. of 24 square
ffest per facia facing & public ight-of-way.

18 _See Section 114.08.10 for Highway Interchange Cwverday Sign standards.

|abbrevistions: ft=feet max=rmaximum  min = minimuwem F.C. = Plan Commission

=f = square feet

L MENU BOARD SIGN

i

i

P i
 SANDWICH BOARD SIGH
|

iy

e LI

f ill.lll('IIH BOARD SIGH

* DEIVE THRU SIGH




hgurel 114.09.11(1): Business Sign-Permanent Group 2

Sign Area & Height
Maximums for Zoning Districts:

Example Sign Diagrams:

Footnotes Containing Additional Development Requirements:

1 Refer to Section 114.08.05 for definitions and rules for each Sign Category (lettered), and each Sign Type (numbered).

2 Awsilsble to land uses identified in Section 114.08.05 Mo signs are permitted in the Conservancy Foning District.

2 The number of permitted on-building signs may be transferred from one wall to another, but the total combined sign ares on the receiving wall shall still be limited by its length ratio of s=id wall.

|5 __“Standard” means the following forms of sign lighting: ambient, backlit, internal, and gooseneck.

|4 Electronic Message Signs (of up fo 50% of the sign sres) sre pesmitted for this Sign Type in nonresidentisl districts. See Seclion 114.09.08.

5 Within the DML zoning district, Awnings, Canopies, Marguees, Projecting. and Suspended Sians may extend from the stteched facade into the rght-of-way up to & fest and shall be = minimum of 8

[T Ewery business shall be guaranteed s minimum of 50 square fest of Wall Sign ares, regardless of the business's actusl building facade length.

|2 Sign copy shall be horizontslly and vertically centered on the face of the swning, canopy, or marguee. Sign copy shall not exdtend sbove or below an swning or marguee but mey exdend up to 127 in

I8 Bottomn of sign shall be a min. of 14 feet sbove 8 drive, alley, strest, parking space or other wehicle surface: a min. of & feet above a sidewslk, pstio, or other ground-level- surface; and = max. of 5
more then 12 inches horizontally bevond the edoe of sny wall or other surface to which they are mounted.

10 Sign must be located on-site and must not be located within amy street right-of-wey {which includes the entire public sidewslk snd street terrace area), except for footnote & and 13, or vision fiangle

11 Drive Thru Signs shall conform to the location requirements for Drive-Through and In-Vehicle Sales or Service land wses (ses Section 114.03.10{8)). Drive Thru Signs shall be located within 15 feat
from the public right-of-wey or an adiscent residential land use, sign type may be either freestanding or wall mounted and must mest noise and lighting standsrds in the zoning code. A mese. 56 sf of total

12 Sign must be designed of materisls complementary to and hamoniows with the building and =site and must b= dossly integrated with site landscaping.

rade [Secfion 114.03.28(7)).

the canopy face.

uilding. WWall Signs shall not project

rmnit from the City Engineer.

, sign copy shall not be viewable
Signs is permitted

er business.

fland uss.

13 Signs shall only be located on & sidewslk and ba no more than 3 feet from the property Ene. shall provide a minimum width of 5 feet of unobstructed public pedastrian walkway, and shall only be displayed during the howrs of operation for on-site

14 Sign type only permitted for an instih dionsl land use as determined by the Zoning Administrator (s=e Section 114.03.12).

15 Menu Bosrd Signs shall be secursly sffized to the ecderior wall of the bullding and shall not exdend more than 4" from the wall on which it is mouwnted.

18 Any In-\ehide Sales and Service land use is pemitted to include dluminsted fusl price signage within & Freestanding Sign. Such signs shall count toward the site's maximum permitted sign ares.

17 Only permitted for In-\Yehicle Sales and Service land uses. Stripe width shall be permitted on all sides of the freestanding canopy and limited to 8 max. height of 50% of the facia's vertica] height. Sign copy shall be limited to a max. of 24 square
ffest per facia facing & public ight-of-way.

|abbrevistions: ft=feet max=rmaximum  min = minimuwem

18 _See Section 114.08.10 for Highway Interchange Cwverday Sign standards.

=f = square feet

F.C. = Plan Commission

L MENU BOARD SIGN

i

b | 1

iy

f ill.lll('IIH BOARD SIGH

* DEIVE THRU SIGH

- - 1 & 2 Farmiby Multi-Family Mized-Use and ry L "
Sign Permit Residenial Residential Other S0 W EMT, e §| [ BuaL PoST SGH i
Sign Categories Esgruo';i? ?;e‘; Number of Sign Locations ?u:g?efigf: Sign Lighting :Irg: SR-1, 53':: MR-, MR-2 'I':‘lﬁai %"F‘{Uic?:' SIGN COPY SIGN i
1 N 1 t t 1 T m
& Sign Types Section |519ns Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Formula G — —
114.09.27) ‘rm-’_f_,_r_-_.-":j i
e vee ! -
A. Freestanding Sign Category ™2 Choose 1 of the following Sign Types. '
1. Monument Sign "5 ™ { PYLON SIGN | [ TREESIANDING CANOPY SIGH 2
18,18 _ - ' 80 =f ares 120 =f ares &0 =f area kel i
- - T . Minimum height of sign = 1 =f of sign are - T ;
T 7.4, 1072, .
..;:2'.5Dual'Pﬂ5t Sign E ves: 1 Slgfrnurpf;;tree' minimum distance fromtheg Durable, all- per 1 ft of st Mot allowed B ft height 12 ft height & ft height
e 5in|r1 EI:E:.@ e right-of-way '° weather materials|  Standard. *° frontage T
3. Bylon Sign ** + 101216 e NEHEEE B in all districts. ** Notsllawed | 205 200 Mot allowed I
3 Frestandng Ganoey Tper el | Placed o he canoey Nne. s Notslowed | swFoorcier?| Notalowea | .. B8 *
WAL IGN =)
IE. On-Building Sign Category * Choose 2 of the following Sign Types. .
1. Wall Sign " #7510 . Per formula.
> AwninggSign TLIEEL T Yea: Sggiﬁ'gpf_ffh‘";m:ﬂe Durable, all- 1 sf of sign
- O e T For each 1 =ign per business| === ChE5 10 weather materials 5 area per 11t ¢ 15% of canopy/awning area
3. Canopy Slgn Z ™7 | e sign. City sta® | per street fronta _owverhangrules. "0 in all districts. Standard. uildin Mot allowed
4. Marquee Sign " T TR nseou P %2 | sign may not project within 2 g 40 sf area
5 PI'CI]E-’E'II'IQ Sign 1.2 5,6 5 10 ’ feet of cu faGE“jE |El'lg't Mot allowed 30 =f area
Ceanom e 1 MARGUEE SIGH b
C. Pedestrian Sign Category 2 S ; :
fes: 1 for each . Durable, sl-westher - i
o 4,26, 8, 1 Minimum overhan B Ambient or Hone. Use i
1. Suspended Sign " & %0 e :;:\EE';: st customer rules, © 8910 9 matarisks in sl Goosenack P Mot allowed 5
approval. entrance. ) districts. - - i }
0. Changeable Copy Sign Category ™ ? Choose any combination of the following Sign Types. % ]
1. Menu Board Sign ._2 _ 1 Within 10 ft of customer |I'lFE:mal. Mot allowed 4 sf EI-I'EEI - PG IECING S1H \ (IR N
2. Eandwich Board Sign ? Yes: for each entrance. Durable. all- Ambient only. Mot allowed 8 sf area/d ft haighti2 ft width i - X
” For each busi Minimum & from the right-of- e Mone . I=| = i I=| £
3. Bullztin Board Sign new sign. City staf USINESS. weay, W'-_a'athl‘lﬂl'jr:ta‘_tel"als Internal. |Use max are Mot allowed 30 =f arealB f height [= E % g
approval. - = In a ISINCIS. — = 1
4. Drive Thou Sign 24" per peve thew Drive-thru '’ Standard. *° Not allowed et Not allowed ull 0 I E




i . i ian- 2 _ Sign Area & Height Example Sign Diagrams:
hgu re| 114.09.11(1): Business Sign-Permanent Group Maximums for Zoning Districts:
- - 1 & 2 Farmiby Multi-Family Mized-Use and Diowntown 71 W d
Rs'g"_P?j"“'td Sion F S Residentizl Residential Other MONEMENT SIGA §) [ DvaLFOST SGH :
Sign Categories A:Er”o';ir ?sr«:ee Number of Sign Locations I'ullg:e ri‘:f: Sign Lighting Alrg: SR-1, 53':: MR-, MR-2 'I':‘lﬁai %"F‘{Uic?:' DL SIGN COPY SIGN E
1 N 1 t t 1 T m
& Sign Types Section Signs Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Formula AG o
114.09.27) _,'Cﬁ N _L_a—_q__.-._.j . i
A. Freestanding Sign Category ™2 Choose 1 of the following Sign Types. -
1. Monument Sign 7T T E  PYLON SIGH o | FREE STANDING CANOPY SIGH -
1518 80 =f area 120 =f ares &0 =f area b i i
- - T . Minimum height of sign = 1 =f of sign area| - T ;
T2 41072, .
..;:2'.5Dual'Pﬂ5t Sign Fu\:’es' 1 Slgfrnurpf;;tree' minimum distance fromtheg Durable, all- B} per 1 ft of street| Mot allowed B ft height 12 ft height &t height
——— e ign EI:E:.@ e right-of-way '° weather materials|  Standard. *° frontage T
: 1,2, 4,10, 12, 16, - . . 12 =f
3. Pylon Sign approvsl, in all districts. Mot allowed 20 # height Mat allowed I 1
4. Freestandmg Canopy 1 per street Placed on the canopy Hone. Use % H '
Sign '® 17 frontage” facia’ max area ' Mot allowed See Footnote 17 Mot allowed o
WAL SIGN &Y
IE. On-Building Sign Category * Choose 2 of the following Sign Types. .
i 1.%.3,7,.9 10
1. Wall_Slgn. — . Sign shall net estend sbove Durable. all. 1 sf of sign Per formula.
2. Avining Sign i 1 5ign per business| Parepet or fadia. Minimum | o ier materials s |area per1ftof 15% of canopy/awning area
3. Canopy Sign "> e R B ar P owerhang rules. "% ' . Standard_ per Mot allowed
4 Marquee Sign | Mew sion. City staff | per street frontage Sign msy nat project withi | diztricts. building oo
- approval facade length
5 Projecting Sign 2255 feet of curb. [ not Mot allowed 30 of area .
CCARORY SIGH 3
IC. Pedestrian Sign Category ** i
Yes: 1 for each - all-weathar, _ ¥
o 4,2, 6, 5,10 For sach Minimum overhang I Ambient or MNone. Use #
1. Suspended Sign e sign, City skl customer rules, & 5510 rigds im all Gooseneck. — Mot allewed 4 =f area !
approval. entrance.

0. Changeable Copy Sign Category ™ ? Choose any combination of the following Si | % ]
1. Menu Board Sign ™ ‘2 _ 1 \Within 10 # of custome Irlfernal. Mot allowed 4 =f EI-I'EEI : rosECING sio 5 ey :
2. Eandwich Board Sign " © Yes: for each entrance. urable. all- Ambient only. " Mot allowed 8 sf area/d ft haighti2 ft width - i = :

For gach B Kdini &' from the right-of- L ane. ] u — u B
3. Bulletin Board Sign ™ new sign. City staf business. i o e re weather materials Internal. |Use max area Mot allowed 30 =f arealB f height [= %
approval, P e LS in all districts . 42 sf g ft I .
4. Drive Thry Sign "> * ' per prve Drive-thru "' Standard. “* Not allowed iy Mot allowed B i D I E
Footnotes Containing Additional Development Requirements: | A —
1 Refer to Section 114.08.05 for definitions and rules for each Sign Category (lettered), and each Sign Type (numbered). *—MEHU o —— s.!ri;m'ﬁ’.‘-n udﬂn’s'nen S

2 Awsilsble to land uses identified in Section 114.08.05 Mo signs are permitted in the Conservancy Foning District. Eil i
2 The number of permitted on-building signs may be transferred from one wall to another, but the total combined sign ares on the receiving wall shall still be limited by its length ratio of s=id wall. -
|4 Electronic Message Signs (of up fo 50% of the sign sres) sre pesmitted for this Sign Type in nonresidentisl districts. See Seclion 114.09.08. H} E
|5 __“Standard” means the following forms of sign lighting: ambient, backlit, internal, and gooseneck.

5 Within the DMU zoning district, Awnings, Canopies, Marguess Projecting. and Suspended Signs may extend from the sttsched facade into the dght-of-way up to § fiest and shall b= = minimum of & feet sbove grade [Section 114.03.28(T).

[T Ewery business shall be guaranteed s minimum of 50 square fest of Wall Sign ares, regardless of the business's actusl building facade length.
|2 Sign copy shall be horizontslly and vertically centered on the face of the swning, canopy, or marguee. Sign copy shall not extend sbove or below an swning or marguee but mey extend up to 127 in height sbove the canopy face. i
I8 Bottom of sign shall be a min. of 14 fest sbove 8 drive, alley, strest, parking space or other wehicle surface: a min. of & feet above a sidewslk, pstio, or other ground-level- surface; and & max. of 5 feet from the building. Wall Signs shall not project -~ -
more then 12 inches horizontally bevond the edge of any wall or other surface to which they are mounted. / BULLEIN BOARD SIGN g [} A THER b gl
10 Sign must be located on-site and must not be located within amy street right-of-wey {which includes the entire public sidewslk snd street terrace area), except for footnote & and 13, or vision fiangle without & permit from the City Engineer. f r Sl i
11 Drive Thru Signs shall conform to the locstion requirements for Drive-Through and In-Vehicle Sales or Sarvice land uses (see Section 114.03.108)). Drive Thru Signs shall be located within 15 feat of the building, sign copy shall not be viewabla L w—— | J

m the public right-of-way or an adiscent residential lsnd use, sign type may be either freestanding or wall mounted snd must mest noise and lighting standsrds in the zoning code. A ma. 86 sf of totsl Drive Thru Signs is permitted per business. — 1
12 Sign must be designed of materisls complementary to and hamoniows with the building and =site and must b= dossly integrated with site landscaping. 1 ]

IE!- Signs shall only be located on & sidewslk and be no more than 3 feet from the property line. shall provide a minimuwm width of & feet of unobstructed public pedestrian walkway, and shall only be displayed during the houwrs of operation for on-site ] ] ;
land uss. - I
14 Sign type only permitted for an instih dionsl land use as determined by the Zoning Administrator (s=e Section 114.03.12). ]
15 Menu Bosrd Signs shall be secursly sffized to the ecderior wall of the bullding and shall not exdend more than 4" from the wall on which it is mouwnted.

18 Any In-\ehide Sales and Service land use is pemitted to include dluminsted fusl price signage within & Freestanding Sign. Such signs shall count toward the site's maximum permitted sign ares.
17 Only permitted for In-\Yehicle Sales and Service land uses. Stripe width shall be permitted on all sides of the freestanding canopy and limited to 8 max. height of 50% of the facia's vertica] height. Sign copy shall be limited to a max. of 24 square
ffest per facia facing & public ngh[—c}f Way.
i hway |
Abbreviations: ft=feet max= mazimum  min =mininwm == sguare feet F.C. = Plan Commission




Other Sign Code Elements

Sign Definitions
* Coupled with graphics and tables = less

Figure 114.09.15(2): Measurement of Sign Area

interpretations
Unique Situations T~ o
o o . . = v 4 S — zample 1: Individual letters on a
* Electronic message signs and fuel price signs "'Sign Copy neutoal surfuce
- Sum of the smallest rectangles
|

Sign Measurements = ——eeeeeep L L [ [ ] L

Approvals and Permits o
» Staff review and approvals = reduced application | —

Ti m e | Sign Copy ] ‘ Example 2: Individual letters or words
. . i : grouped on one or more panels

og o ° "_" ’_‘ “ l ] [4" |_‘ Smallest single rectangle

Prohibited Signs |

« Off-premise, abandoned, animated/flashing,
inflatable, pylon, roof, portable, vehicle, ROW | -

Mainfenance [?”.Tl?_'m Copy Ezample 3: Individual letters on

llj [:‘ “_U :" |j | separate panels

Smallest single rectangle

Nonconforming
Violations

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE



Overarching Changes

Consolidated Sign Types

* Personal Message, Home Improvement, Real Estate, Temporary Open House,
Sold, Election, Yard Sale= Yard Signs

Retained Requirements That Work

« Maximum size, location, number per site/building, etc.

Increased User-Friendliness

» Tables, diagrams, examples

Less Interpretations/Ambiguity

 Definitions, metrics-based standards, signs in ROW and off-premise prohibited
Expedited Approval Time

 Staff approval for most sign types

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE




Freestanding Signs

Exisﬁng: / MONUMENT SIGN g DUAL POST SIGN 5_:5‘. PI’OPOSGdZ
= g | i : . :
* Permits monument, dual post, | SIGN COPY E | SIGN § * Quantity: Limit to 1 sign per street
. . . ! [ | COPY : . .
and pylon signs (retained in - mi . frontage (eliminate CUPs)
e =N | .
draft) - = { | i » Setback: Require setback equal to

 Allows 1sign per street frontage ———— = > sign height (safety + simplicity)

o e . 7 PYLON SIGN st N "fl-: REE STANDING CANOFY SIGN =)
+ | &1 £l .
CUP for additional signs | T - mwen— i + Size Standard:
d SeTbaCk gU|dance varies i §i i gi ° '| Sq. f-|- of Sign area Per]
« Conflicting standards for size E Lo § linear ft. of street frontage
(lot size vs. frontage; 120 sf vs.  \_ * Eliminate
500 sf max) exceptions/bonuses

Should 5 e Reduce maximum size limits
ould we...7

* Keep the proposed approach

* Remove proposed approach
* Modify the approach

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE




Downtown Signage

——————— ———————— e ——, -

WALL SIGN  AWNING SIGN

-
‘,-""’
-
e

&

Existing: Proposed :

* Overlay district * Replace overlay with DMU

o, DUANDEWALLE RATSOCITES s 2023
. HRNDEWALLE BARICCITES . 2023,

 Oversized signs (out of standards
scale) ST ...~ 7 -+ Context-sensitive sizing
« Wall: 500 sf / 25’ j| [MaRQUEESSH 5 - Wall: 1 sf / ft frontage
* Projecting: 100 sf g / g * Projecting: 30 sf
+ Ground: 150 sf / 20’ i | + Ground: 60 sf / 6-8’
* Roof signs permitted { ' % * Roof: Prohibited

S

—————————————————————————— - #

/' SUSPENDED SIGN

__F"

Should we...?
e Keep the proposed approach

.. DANDEVALLE LASSOCIATES e 2023
. EHANDEWALLE BASSOCIATES mo. 2023

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
[

* Remove proposed approach
* Modify the approach

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE




Highway Interchange Overlay

& SIGN OVERLAY HIGHWAY

Existing: PN // Proposed :

+ Overly allws lrger i B i
» Max size: up to 1,200 sf & SO linear distance from

+ Max height: 35’ (roadway \ -' 7 : E'egnhr\g/r?i)r’]g-gﬂ,ggc from

or grade)

, : * Reduce max size: 500 sf
« 500’ separation from

residential (unless W
screened)

» Measure height from site
grade (consistent standard)

* Evaluate need for 500’
separation requirement

/ Should we...?
3 * Keep the proposed approach
* Remove proposed approach
* Modify the approach

VANDEWALLE &
ASSOCIATES INC.

CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE




Separation / Buffer Requirements

Separate Distance: “No commercial signs may be located
within 75’ of a residential zoning district, unless the sign is
fully screened from the residential property.”

* This is a unique provision to Columbus

 It's not currently within the draft because we are proposing to reduce
many of the maximum sign standards and thus make signs less
intrusive on neighboring properties.

Should we...?
* Keep the proposed approach

* Remove proposed approach
* Modify the approach

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE




Electronic Message Signs

Proposed: « Display Requirements
* Permitted « Change frequency:
« Nonresidential uses only every 3-10 seconds

« No animation (instant
transitions only)
* Auto-adjust brightness

* Max 1 per site
» Allowed as part of:

. Frées'randlng (ambient light)

e Drive-Thru .  Other

* Community signs « Must meet lighting
« Key Standards standards

« Max 50% of total sign area * Must remain fully legible

* Not visible within 100 ft of residential
districts Should we...?

« Counts toward total sign area « Keep the proposed approach

* Remove proposed approach
* Modify the approach

Xég\lODEY'X‘/TA\ELSLEé CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE




Yard Signs

Should off-premise signs

be prohibited entirely? (@
e

. My Name
Or

z/’:\:ﬁ 9416 183 47|
T —

0472
~—~—

S

Only permit off-premise yard signs
(as opposed to off-premise ~ [~
freestanding signs Ilijke billboards or

pylons) to account for things like
community events and small
businesses?

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE

[/




Based on your review of the Draft Sign Ordinance, is there
anything else you’d like to discuss?

Next Steps

Future Plan Commission Working Meetings:
« Zoning Map

« Part 2 Continued

o el CITY OF COLUMBUS ZONING ORDINANCE REWRITE
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