
Rotary Park kayak launch area grooming project 

 

WI DNR Info: Mechanized aquatic plant management | Waterway protection | Wisconsin 

DNR 

Aeration systems can help increase the localized dissolved oxygen levels in the water 

column and circulate water to prevent algal buildup. These systems typically require 

placing a single base or tubular structure on the lakebed to push air or water through 

the water column so that water is continually moving, avoiding stagnant water flow 

conditions. This has the potential to push algal mats to other parts of the lake or river. 

This can adversely impact other riparian owners and members of the public who may be 

recreating on the water. Although the department does not advocate for aerators, a 

permit is not required to install or maintain these devices so long as the following 

conditions are met: 

 the prop is attached to a legal structure that has either received a permit or is 

exempt from needing a permit; 

 the mixing action does not disturb the lake bottom; and 

 the prop does not cause problems for lake users or neighbors. 

If any of the above conditions are not met, visit water permits to apply for 

a miscellaneous structure permit. 

 

Options: 

Self-contained floating solar-powered surface aerator 

 Pros: inexpensive, no construction of solar panels needed, no external plug-in 

electric power needed, no permits needed, can be tethered to the kayak/canoe 

launch, can be removed off-season 

 Cons: covers a very small area and may need multiple, easy to “walk off”, may 

not be too effective clearing out plants like duckweed 

 Amazon.com: Lewisia Solar Floating Pond Aerator 2.5W Solar Powered Air 

Pump with Air Hose and Bubble Stones Pond Aerator Bubble Oxygenator : Patio, 

Lawn & Garden 

 

AquaThruster (possible Rotary Club project) 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/construction/mechanizedAPM.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/construction/mechanizedAPM.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/water/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/construction/intake_outfall.html
https://www.amazon.com/Lewisia-Floating-Aerator-Powered-Oxygenator/dp/B0FN93PZBN/ref=sr_1_8?crid=1SKBAH11732MF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6cLsN3IhnI6wLvsJjWOT2YOW2WV4yGbGlk2GEmG1fqr7mZDFz7wRa0b8wzWgJcLBLbt3gEgcSf5bv0VaEvxygi4n2GQlYa0SYKx9TRY_hUuLtrPScDuxShjIe6INe8rH36g0i-vDeIqz2hEUO1vR6-AURZKycy2_wVXPdptt3f8q3vMTf6nEA6r1UsAPu6RlUAiCKW3gi6jQWeDiXOaeDurnBAL7iWMzzlCpLdN2JIU.8K9mbfwbVdT1EKgt8YE-0l46-Sh1VZ9Fs-lK8qWcMfM&dib_tag=se&keywords=floating+pond+aerator&qid=1761839938&sprefix=f%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/Lewisia-Floating-Aerator-Powered-Oxygenator/dp/B0FN93PZBN/ref=sr_1_8?crid=1SKBAH11732MF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6cLsN3IhnI6wLvsJjWOT2YOW2WV4yGbGlk2GEmG1fqr7mZDFz7wRa0b8wzWgJcLBLbt3gEgcSf5bv0VaEvxygi4n2GQlYa0SYKx9TRY_hUuLtrPScDuxShjIe6INe8rH36g0i-vDeIqz2hEUO1vR6-AURZKycy2_wVXPdptt3f8q3vMTf6nEA6r1UsAPu6RlUAiCKW3gi6jQWeDiXOaeDurnBAL7iWMzzlCpLdN2JIU.8K9mbfwbVdT1EKgt8YE-0l46-Sh1VZ9Fs-lK8qWcMfM&dib_tag=se&keywords=floating+pond+aerator&qid=1761839938&sprefix=f%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/Lewisia-Floating-Aerator-Powered-Oxygenator/dp/B0FN93PZBN/ref=sr_1_8?crid=1SKBAH11732MF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6cLsN3IhnI6wLvsJjWOT2YOW2WV4yGbGlk2GEmG1fqr7mZDFz7wRa0b8wzWgJcLBLbt3gEgcSf5bv0VaEvxygi4n2GQlYa0SYKx9TRY_hUuLtrPScDuxShjIe6INe8rH36g0i-vDeIqz2hEUO1vR6-AURZKycy2_wVXPdptt3f8q3vMTf6nEA6r1UsAPu6RlUAiCKW3gi6jQWeDiXOaeDurnBAL7iWMzzlCpLdN2JIU.8K9mbfwbVdT1EKgt8YE-0l46-Sh1VZ9Fs-lK8qWcMfM&dib_tag=se&keywords=floating+pond+aerator&qid=1761839938&sprefix=f%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-8


 Pros: can be mounted to kayak/canoe launch, effective in mitigating algae and 

duckweed, can be removed during off-season 

 Cons: requires wired electric power, more tedious install/removal, starting base 

cost is usually between $1,300 & $1,500 

 AquaThruster™ | Lake Muck Blower | Underwater Fan 

 

Manual pool, lake & pond skimmer 

 Pros: inexpensive (unless mechanical), not a fixture at the park, won’t affect non-

targeted plants 

 Cons: requires staff labor, limited range (unless mechanical) 

 Amazon.com : U.S. Pool Supply Swimming Pool 5 Foot Leaf Skimmer Net with 4 

Aluminum Pole Sections - 6" Deep Ultra Fine Mesh Netting Bag Basket for Fast 

Cleaning of The Finest Debris - 60" Long, Clean Spas, Ponds : Patio, Lawn & 

Garden 

https://weedersdigest.com/aqua-thruster-lake-muck-silt-weed-control-prevention-blower/?MidwestCatchAllPMax&msclkid=47834b643c83122bd27f22660101565f
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Pool-Supply-Professional-Swimming/dp/B07FB2TMRY/ref=sr_1_20?adgrpid=1333708176116627&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._6gmV0Hl7trr4fi8n4iCIYocgSrEQfOloU-wQWBFH0UQKQVaF6nl0OY8iTjYLEHiIZrSKyGIAh5-1vYlQOztj74wDA5p9u23XvFkbgfrKC2MqUkO3QO9JAvam_Ub1yZWyQZBi8i-Z5pU6xkB9uOtbiNYq768rJm0ryYFvuiwM81pzWYlicgFSOLN38Hrnh6DDfDchBYxKPpWQkgiGXYV_4iealW_NWoguEv6-uodwgg.vQLd1bMqE6PUKLx9ifu_PVwtNoiW5obAcBV4UJQ8EuE&dib_tag=se&hvadid=83357039690329&hvbmt=bb&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=106301&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=b&hvtargid=kwd-83357120611135%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=28692_14584310&keywords=parachute%2Bpond%2Bskimmer&mcid=04b33823122d307aa9a15c2e15e0b7ee&msclkid=215d264bc4371a82b97e4f480f7b6eba&qid=1761856352&sr=8-20&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Pool-Supply-Professional-Swimming/dp/B07FB2TMRY/ref=sr_1_20?adgrpid=1333708176116627&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._6gmV0Hl7trr4fi8n4iCIYocgSrEQfOloU-wQWBFH0UQKQVaF6nl0OY8iTjYLEHiIZrSKyGIAh5-1vYlQOztj74wDA5p9u23XvFkbgfrKC2MqUkO3QO9JAvam_Ub1yZWyQZBi8i-Z5pU6xkB9uOtbiNYq768rJm0ryYFvuiwM81pzWYlicgFSOLN38Hrnh6DDfDchBYxKPpWQkgiGXYV_4iealW_NWoguEv6-uodwgg.vQLd1bMqE6PUKLx9ifu_PVwtNoiW5obAcBV4UJQ8EuE&dib_tag=se&hvadid=83357039690329&hvbmt=bb&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=106301&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=b&hvtargid=kwd-83357120611135%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=28692_14584310&keywords=parachute%2Bpond%2Bskimmer&mcid=04b33823122d307aa9a15c2e15e0b7ee&msclkid=215d264bc4371a82b97e4f480f7b6eba&qid=1761856352&sr=8-20&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Pool-Supply-Professional-Swimming/dp/B07FB2TMRY/ref=sr_1_20?adgrpid=1333708176116627&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._6gmV0Hl7trr4fi8n4iCIYocgSrEQfOloU-wQWBFH0UQKQVaF6nl0OY8iTjYLEHiIZrSKyGIAh5-1vYlQOztj74wDA5p9u23XvFkbgfrKC2MqUkO3QO9JAvam_Ub1yZWyQZBi8i-Z5pU6xkB9uOtbiNYq768rJm0ryYFvuiwM81pzWYlicgFSOLN38Hrnh6DDfDchBYxKPpWQkgiGXYV_4iealW_NWoguEv6-uodwgg.vQLd1bMqE6PUKLx9ifu_PVwtNoiW5obAcBV4UJQ8EuE&dib_tag=se&hvadid=83357039690329&hvbmt=bb&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=106301&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=b&hvtargid=kwd-83357120611135%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=28692_14584310&keywords=parachute%2Bpond%2Bskimmer&mcid=04b33823122d307aa9a15c2e15e0b7ee&msclkid=215d264bc4371a82b97e4f480f7b6eba&qid=1761856352&sr=8-20&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-Pool-Supply-Professional-Swimming/dp/B07FB2TMRY/ref=sr_1_20?adgrpid=1333708176116627&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._6gmV0Hl7trr4fi8n4iCIYocgSrEQfOloU-wQWBFH0UQKQVaF6nl0OY8iTjYLEHiIZrSKyGIAh5-1vYlQOztj74wDA5p9u23XvFkbgfrKC2MqUkO3QO9JAvam_Ub1yZWyQZBi8i-Z5pU6xkB9uOtbiNYq768rJm0ryYFvuiwM81pzWYlicgFSOLN38Hrnh6DDfDchBYxKPpWQkgiGXYV_4iealW_NWoguEv6-uodwgg.vQLd1bMqE6PUKLx9ifu_PVwtNoiW5obAcBV4UJQ8EuE&dib_tag=se&hvadid=83357039690329&hvbmt=bb&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=106301&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=b&hvtargid=kwd-83357120611135%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=28692_14584310&keywords=parachute%2Bpond%2Bskimmer&mcid=04b33823122d307aa9a15c2e15e0b7ee&msclkid=215d264bc4371a82b97e4f480f7b6eba&qid=1761856352&sr=8-20&th=1

