
Welcome and Overview

Please review the proposed design on the back table/wall

MnDOT presentation will begin at 6:10pm

Public comments will begin about 6:30pm

Comments are limited to 5 minutes –
also welcome to fill out comment card
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Central Avenue Improvements 
Columbia Heights Municipal Consent Public Hearing

Christopher Bower | North Area Engineer

Metro District

June 16, 2026
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Project Purpose

• Primary Purpose
• Improve safety

• Improve pavement condition

• Address additional issues
• Improve transit associated with Metro Transit's F Line Bus Rapid Transit Project

• Improve underground utilities

• Improve traffic signals and other roadside infrastructure

• Improve walking and bicycling infrastructure
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Crash History (2014-Q2 2024)
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Central Avenue from 40th Ave to 47th Ave has the 2nd highest FAR index of any highway in the state. 
Fatal and serious crashes are happening at a rate 5 times higher than what MnDOT considers “critical”.

Crash Facts – 2020-2024 (most recent data)
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Database of all State Highways in 
MN – nearly 3000 segments

FAR = Rate of serious and fatal crashes
Index = Adjusted for roadway type, over 

1 is considered “critical”



Safety Improvements
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Infrastructure Condition
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Bricks and streetcar tracks, 
constructed in 1921

The underlying pavement on 
Central Ave is between 
61 and 105 years old. 

Reconstructed pavement will 
last longer than a thin layer 
of asphalt over old pavement. 



Municipal Consent Process
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• Municipal Consent required 
because MnDOT proposes to:

• Remove access - 6 intersections

• Reduce highway capacity – 
south of 49th 

• Acquire permanent right of way 
– refer to layout

• Important way for cities to be 
heard on these key decisions



Municipal Consent Process
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MnDOT 
submits layout 

to City 

City schedules 
public hearing

City conducts 
hearing

City vote on 
the layout

15 days

60 days

30+ days 60 days

City may:
• Approve the layout

• Approve the layout 
with conditions 

• Deny the layout 

• Do nothing – layout 
approved by default



Project Schedule
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2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Municipal 
Consent Final Design

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Construction

Exact timing and extent of construction subject to change



Traffic Operations
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Northbound Bus Lane

• Benefits:
• Improve transit speed and reliability

• Allows a bus to stop in-lane without 
delaying general purpose traffic 

• Can be used by general purpose 
traffic to make right turns

• Spring 2026 Metro Transit bus 
lane education campaign to 
increase driver awareness 
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Northbound Bus Lane

• Compliance:

• 40-70% reduction in violations with red 
paint observed elsewhere in US 

• Twin Cities: Parking violations enforced by 
regulatory services; moving violations 
require sworn law enforcement officer, 
and local police departments lack capacity

• Metro Transit monitoring impact of 
violations on bus lane efficacy and 
exploring possibility of camera-based 
enforcement 
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In-Lane Bus Stops

• Local buses will stop 
out of the travel lane 
(in bump-outs)

• F Line buses stop 
every 10-15 minutes 
with an approximately 
7 second dwell time
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Travel Times post-construction

• Most of the day, travel times on Central Ave 
post-construction will be similar to what 
they are today.

• During rush hour, a driver traveling through 
Columbia Heights may experience an extra 
30 seconds of travel time on average

• Today – during rush hour – Central Ave is 
not the fastest way to get around. The 
proposed design will not change that.
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Stormwater Treatment

• MnDOT required to reduce 
phosphorus runoff from Central Ave.

• Proposing “Infiltration Boulevards” – 
example shown at right

• Requires acquiring some property from 
city-owned parcels and Gateway Park

• Also requires acquiring some private 
property – MnDOT has contacted 
property owners who will be affected
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Project Budget and Maintenance

Project Budget
• Total Cost - $55,800,000

• Columbia Heights Total Cost - $1,026,000 plus any 
city-requested utility construction

• Of this, $800,000 for new traffic signal 
at 43rd Ave and Highway 65

Columbia Heights Maintenance 
Obligations (not comprehensive)
• Routine maintenance of shared-use paths

• Aesthetics and landscaping

• Maintenance of electrical infrastructure and 
stormwater treatment is shared with MnDOT
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Visual Quality
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• Process to inform the look and 
feel of project area outside roadway lanes

• Visual Quality Advisory Committee 
(VQAC) comprised of community, city, 
county, and project design team members

• VQAC Meetings (4) planned 
June-Oct 2026

• Visual Quality Manual: deliverable 
summarizing VQAC recommendations 
to final design team



What MnDOT has heard to date

• Support for safety and accessibility

• Support for transit reliability

• Questions/concerns about 
congestion with fewer lanes

• Roundabouts – mixed feedback
• Support for single-lane roundabouts
• Questions about multilane 

roundabouts. MnDOT committed to 
more education and signage. 
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2019-2023 2024-2025



Public Hearing Guidelines

• Comments are limited to 5 minutes

• Please introduce yourself 
(and address or relation to the project? Question for the cities)

• This is an opportunity to share comments or concerns 
about the MnDOT proposed design with elected officials

• If you have questions for MnDOT, please fill out a 
comment card or email info@CentralAveImprovements.com

• We welcome constructive criticism of the project, but please 
be respectful of your neighbors, project staff, and elected officials
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Thank you!

Christopher Bower
christopher.bower@state.mn.us
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