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Please send this email to the Library Board for the 1/5/22 meeting. 

To the Library Board and the Council Liaison Mr. Novitsky, 

I am writing to voice my support for your effort to eliminate fines at the Columbia
Heights Library. 

I believe that by eliminating fines, our library can improve access for children, teens and low-
income residents. I have personally heard several stories of youth and kids in our community 
who have been unable to use the library due to fines. Sometimes the fines are outside of their 
control due to split custody arrangements, inability to transport themselves to the library, or 
other factors. 

My family members are heavy users of the library. My kids probably rack up about $10-20 of 
fines each year on average, which we are able to pay due to our financial position. If we 
couldn't pay that amount, they would miss their bi-weekly haul of 15 books each. The 
wonderful community asset of our library would no longer benefit us. 

A recent report showed that eliminating overdue fines removed barriers to access for children. 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdelib/removingbarrierstoaccess

The American Library Association recommends public libraries eliminate fines. I've attached 
their resolution as a pdf and here below. 

Thank you for your work as a Library Board. I greatly appreciate it!

Rachel James, Columbia Heights resident
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Resolution on Monetary Library Fines as a Form of Social Inequity 


 


Whereas monetary fines present an economic barrier to access of library materials and 


services; 


Whereas there is mounting evidence that indicates eliminating fines increases library card 


adoption and library usage; 


Whereas monetary fines create a barrier in public relations, and absorb valuable staff time 


applying, collecting, and managing dues; 


Whereas the first policy objective listed in ALA Policy B.8.10 (Library Services to the Poor) as 
approved by ALA Council on January 27, 2019, states that the American Library Association shall 
implement these objectives by “Promoting the removal of barriers to library and information 
services, particularly fees, and overdue charges”; 
 
Whereas ALA Policy B.4.2 (Free Access to Information) “asserts that the charging of fees and 


levies for information services, including those services utilizing the latest information 


technology, is discriminatory in publicly supported institutions providing library and information 


services”; 


Whereas in Economic Barriers to Information Access, An Interpretation of the Library Bill of 


Rights, ALA states “All library policies and procedures, particularly those involving fines, fees, or 


other user charges, should be scrutinized for potential barriers to access; 


Whereas libraries will need to take determined and pragmatic action to dismantle practices of 


collecting monetary fines 


Whereas libraries of all types are responsive to bodies, be they school districts, boards of 


trustees, college and university administration, or government entities and therefore need to 


be able to make the case to those bodies about eliminating fines; and 


Whereas monetary fines ultimately do not serve the core mission of the modern library; now, 


therefore, be it  
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Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members 


1. adds a statement to the Policy Manual that establishes that “The American Library 


Association asserts that imposition of monetary library fines creates a barrier to the 


provision of library and information services.”; 


2. urges libraries to scrutinize their practices of imposing fines on library patrons and 


actively move towards eliminating them; and 


3. urges governing bodies of libraries to strengthen funding support for libraries so they 


are not dependent on monetary fines as a necessary source of revenue. 


 


 


Mover: Peter Hepburn, Councilor At-Large, 773.426.8082 


Seconders: Matt Ciszek, Councilor At-Large, 330.397.3650 


Sara Dallas, Councilor At-Large, 518.859.0742 


Ed Garcia, Councilor At-Large, 401-497-8992 


 


 


 


Version:  Final.  1.27.19  4:51 PM 






