
AGENDA SECTION CONSENT 

MEETING DATE NOVEMBER 23, 2020 

CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS - COUNCIL LETTER 

ITEM: 2021 AGREEMENT FOR RESIDENTIAL RECYCLING PROGRAM WITH ANOKA COUNTY (ANNUAL SCORE 
GRANT) 

DEPARTMENT:  Public Works / Refuse & Recycling CITY MANAGER’S APPROVAL: 

BY/DATE:  Kevin Hansen /Jesse Davies   November 18, 2020 BY/DATE:  

BACKGROUND:   MN State SCORE (Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment) continues to provide 
grants for recycling programs funneled through the counties.  So far the City received $79,712 per the 2020 
agreement, and we expect to receive an additional $23,983.  The SCORE goal for 2021 is 2,155 tons which is a 
1% increase. 

ANALYSIS/CONCLUSIONS:  Attached is the 2021 agreement for the Residential Recycling Program, also known 
as “SCORE” grant.  The SCORE agreement with Anoka County awarded the City a base recycling 
reimbursement of $54,955 for curbside single-sort and administration of the various recycling programs.  An 
additional $32,982 of enhancement funds is available for our Recycling Center, curbside compost service, and 
park/community events.  The City was also awarded an additional $20,000 for curbside bulk recycling, 
additional promotions, and multi-dwelling/rental outreach.  Below is a summary of activities submitted to 
Anoka County in the grant application. 

The City of Columbia Heights provides curbside recycling services for single-sort, appliances, and yard waste 
for residential properties including all multi-dwellings. The City also provides a weekly drop-off center, with 
the Heights-Fridley Kiwanis Club, which is very convenient for southern Anoka County residents and small 
businesses to recycle scrap metal, tires, oil and filters, large cardboard and single-sort materials.  The City 
mails a citywide spring recycling guide and distributes Somali and Spanish versions around City buildings and 
at the Library.  The City also has a recycling promotions page in every City newsletter and maintains robust 
recycling webpages.    

The City also provides the additional recycling services: 
• Curbside organics service (comingled with yard waste) including starter kits for households beginning the

program, plus a bag of finished compost is offered as a promotion via the high school Key Club "Plate to
Garden Compost" fundraiser (a MN Composting Council program).

• Curbside bulk collection of electronics and mattresses for recycling.
• Recycling in the parks.
• Municipal recycling events such as a citywide garage sale weekend, a Master Recycler course (with

southern Anoka Cities and the Columbia Heights School District), a public paper shredding event with the
Lions Club, and two Fix-It clinics with HeightsNext.

• Expanding drop-off recycling center options to keep hazardous materials out of the waste, such as
household batteries and fluorescent bulbs, and recycling of special items that are not acceptable in the
single-sort system such as film plastics, Styrofoam, and string lights.

• Promotions with a fall recycling guide mailed citywide (distribute Somali and Spanish versions at City
buildings and the Library) and a local vendor re-use guide.

• Outreach to multi-dwelling and rental properties to increase recycling.
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We expect our recycling tons to increase 3% in 2021. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION(S):  Move to authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the annual SCORE 
Agreement for Residential Recycling Program with Anoka County to provide cooperation between the City and 
the County in the implementation of the Residential Recycling Program with $107,937 in funding available to 
reimburse eligible recycling expenses. 

ATTACHMENT(S):   Anoka County 2021 SCORE Agreement 
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