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Historically the state legislature has placed the pﬁmé’fy authority
zoning regulation upon local units of government. Preemption of this
authority by the state is a major reversal of state zoning law and policy.

Normally, it is likely true that local zoning authority may be limited by the

legislature through delegation of authority to state regulatory bodies. It may

well be that the legislature has authority to pass PA 233 and thereby limit
ble energy projects and

local zoning authorities ability to site large renewa
transfer that authority to the MPSC. However, that legislative authority is

not unfettered.
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Under MEPA a party (given proper standing) may maintain an action
against any person” ( including business and government entities) for the
protection of the air, water or other natural resources (e.g. Farmland) and
the public trust in those resources from pollution, impairment, or
destruction. MCL 324. 1701(1). To maintain this action, the plaintiff must
make a prima facie case that the defendant has or is likely to pollute, impair

or destroy the air, water or other natural resources.

In sum, MEPA’s foundation in Const 1963 Art 4 Sec 52 places itin a
predominant position to review many other State statutes, regulations and






