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OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED AT CURRENT SITE

 Cost of Pipeline Serving the Site

o Significant cost increases in the past two years

o Discovered Wetlands along Route

o Terrain (steep and large boulders discovered)

o Creek Crossing and Large Timber

 Technical difficulties – Discovered a mistake in Elevation Assumption in 

Master Plan

 Remote Location is not Preferred by Public Works Staff

 Conditional Use Permit Required

 Neighborhood Opposition 



UTILITY FEES



WHAT ARE SUSTAINABLE UTILITY FEES?

● Generate sufficient revenues to sustain the utility system

● Charge for cost of services provided 

● Recover costs equitably

● Achieve City objectives » Conservation » Revenue 

stability » Maintain minimum fund balances and meet 

other fiscal policies















OPTIONS
1. Make no changes in fees at this time and see how growth 

develops in 2023

2. Make cost of goods increase to fees of 1.5 - 4%

3. Make recommended adjustment of water 3% and Sewer 

____ (Council would need to decide this amount

4. Delay decision until water fund facts are known and 

make all changes at once – (approx. 6 months).  Take 

time to educate the public on increase costs of water 

project.



HOW ARE OTHER UTILITIES HANDLING RATES AT THIS TIME?

EWEB $7.00 MORE PER MONTH FOR BOTH WATER AND ELECTRICITY

RAINBOW WATER DISTRICT 2022-2025 INCREASES 5%, 4.5%, 3% & 3%

COTTAGE GROVE WATER – ADJUST FOR INFLATION ANNUALLY, SEWER – 12% PER 

YEAR FOR THREE YEARS

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS $7.50 PER MONTH INCREASE (11/21) FOR RESIDENTIAL USERS

PACIFIC POWER 9.3% FOR RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS

SPRINGFIELD UTILITY BOARD 5% WATER INCREASE



GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES

WEICHART SUBDIVISION RESIDENTIAL PHASE I 26

WEICHART SUBDIVISION RESIDENTIAL PHASE 2 10

PROPERTY ON WILLAMETTE MIXED USE RESIDENTIAL AND COMMUNITY FACILITY

WELLS PROJECT MIXED USE PHASE 2 8 Res – 3 Commercial

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL INDUSTRIAL 107 ACRES

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ON CORNER OF PEARL AND INDUSTRIAL 

RESIDENTIAL OTHER 4 PER YEAR

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL COW CREEK – I-5 & VAN DUYN



ASSUMPTIONS

1. Assumes 4% growth in cost of goods and services

2. Assumes 4% growth in Personal Services

3. Assumes some growth conservatively-Residential

4. Assumes slow conservative growth - east side, and 

other available commercial


