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CITY OF COACHELLA 

FIRST YEAR EXTENSION AMENDMENT #1 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES AGREEMENT 

LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING MAINTENANCE DISTRICT (LLMD)  

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 

 

 

 

1. PARTIES AND DATE. 

This Agreement is made and entered into this ____ day of June, 2020 by and between the 

City of Coachella, a municipal organization organized under the laws of the State of California 

with its principal place of business at 53990 Enterprise Way, Coachella, California 92236, 

(hereinafter referred to as “City”) and Urban Habitat Environmental Landscapes, a Corporation 

with its principal place of business at 37505 Goodman Road, Indio, CA 92203 (hereinafter 

referred to as “Contractor”).  City and Contractor are sometimes individually referred to as 

“Party” and collectively as “Parties” in this Agreement.  

2. RECITALS. 

2.1 Contractor. 

Contractor desires to perform and assume responsibility for the provision of certain 

maintenance services required by the City on the terms and conditions set forth in this 

Agreement.  Contractor represents that it is experienced in providing LLMD Landscape 

Maintenance services to public clients, that it and its employees or subcontractors have all 

necessary licenses and permits to perform the Services in the State of California, and that is 

familiar with the plans of City. 

2.2 Project. 

City desires to engage Contractor to render such services for the Landscape and Lighting 

Maintenance District (LLMD) Landscape Maintenance project (“Project”) as set forth in this 

Agreement. 

3. TERMS. 

3.1 Scope of Services and Term. 

3.1.1 General Scope of Services.  Contractor promises and agrees to furnish to 

the City all labor, materials, tools, equipment, services, and incidental and customary work 

necessary to fully and adequately supply the professional Landscape maintenance services 

necessary for the Project (“Services”).  The Services are more particularly described in Exhibit 

“A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  All Services shall be subject to, and 

performed in accordance with, this Agreement, the exhibits attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by reference, and all applicable local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations. 
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3.1.2 Term.  The term of this Agreement shall be from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021, 

unless earlier terminated as provided herein.  Contractor shall complete the Services within the 

term of this Agreement, and shall meet any other established schedules and deadlines. The City 

alone, not the Consultant shall have the option to extend the term of this Agreement for one (1) 

successive one (1) year period (individually, “Subsequent Term” The Parties may, by mutual, 

written consent, extend the term of this Agreement if necessary to complete the Services. 

3.2 Responsibilities of Contractor. 

3.2.1 Control and Payment of Subordinates; Independent Contractor.  The 

Services shall be performed by Contractor or under its supervision.  Contractor will determine 

the means, methods and details of performing the Services subject to the requirements of this 

Agreement.  City retains Contractor on an independent contractor basis and not as an employee.  

Contractor retains the right to perform similar or different services for others during the term of 

this Agreement.  Any additional personnel performing the Services under this Agreement on 

behalf of Contractor shall also not be employees of City and shall at all times be under 

Contractor’s exclusive direction and control.  Contractor shall pay all wages, salaries, and other 

amounts due such personnel in connection with their performance of Services under this 

Agreement and as required by law.  Contractor shall be responsible for all reports and obligations 

respecting such additional personnel, including, but not limited to: social security taxes, income 

tax withholding, unemployment insurance, disability insurance, and workers’ compensation 

insurance. 

3.2.2 Schedule of Services.  Contractor shall perform the Services 

expeditiously, within the term of this Agreement, and in accordance with the Schedule of 

Services set forth in Exhibit “B” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  

Contractor represents that it has the professional and technical personnel required to perform the 

Services in conformance with such conditions.  In order to facilitate Contractor’s conformance 

with the Schedule, City shall respond to Contractor’s submittals in a timely manner.  Upon 

request of City, Contractor shall provide a more detailed schedule of anticipated performance to 

meet the Schedule of Services. 

3.2.3 Conformance to Applicable Requirements.  All work prepared by 

Contractor shall be subject to the approval of City. 

3.2.4 City’s Representative.  The City hereby designates City Manager, or his or 

her designee, to act as its representative for the performance of this Agreement (“City’s 

Representative”).  City’s Representative shall have the power to act on behalf of the City for all 

purposes under this Agreement.  Contractor shall not accept direction or orders from any person 

other than the City’s Representative or his or her designee. 

3.2.5 Contractor’s Representative.  Contractor hereby designates Theresa 

Brennan, or his or her designee, to act as its representative for the performance of this Agreement 

(“Contractor’s Representative”).  Contractor’s Representative shall have full authority to 

represent and act on behalf of the Contractor for all purposes under this Agreement.  The 

Contractor’s Representative shall supervise and direct the Services, using his best skill and 
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attention, and shall be responsible for all means, methods, techniques, sequences and procedures 

and for the satisfactory coordination of all portions of the Services under this Agreement. 

3.2.6 Coordination of Services.  Contractor agrees to work closely with City 

staff in the performance of Services and shall be available to City’s staff, consultants and other 

staff at all reasonable times. 

3.2.7 Standard of Care; Performance of Employees.  Contractor shall perform 

all Services under this Agreement in a skillful and competent manner, consistent with the 

standards generally recognized as being employed by professionals in the same discipline in the 

State of California.  Contractor represents and maintains that it is skilled in the professional 

calling necessary to perform the Services.  Contractor warrants that all employees and 

subcontractors shall have sufficient skill and experience to perform the Services assigned to 

them.  Finally, Contractor represents that it, its employees and subcontractors have all licenses, 

permits, qualifications and approvals of whatever nature that are legally required to perform the 

Services, including a City Business License, and that such licenses and approvals shall be 

maintained throughout the term of this Agreement.  As provided for in the indemnification 

provisions of this Agreement, Contractor shall perform, at its own cost and expense and without 

reimbursement from the City, any services necessary to correct errors or omissions which are 

caused by the Contractor’s failure to comply with the standard of care provided for herein.  Any 

employee of the Contractor or its sub-contractors who is determined by the City to be 

uncooperative, incompetent, a threat to the adequate or timely completion of the Project, a threat 

to the safety of persons or property, or any employee who fails or refuses to perform the Services 

in a manner acceptable to the City, shall be promptly removed from the Project by the Contractor 

and shall not be re-employed to perform any of the Services or to work on the Project. 

3.2.7.1  Period of Performance and Liquidated Damages. 

Contractor shall perform and complete all Services under this Agreement within the term set 

forth in Section 3.1.2 above (“Performance Time”). Contractor shall perform the Services in 

strict accordance with any completion schedule or Project milestones described in Exhibits “A” 

or “B” attached hereto, or which may be provided separately in writing to the Contractor.  

Contractor agrees that if the Services specified in Exhibit “D”, attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by this reference, are not completed within the aforementioned Performance Time and/or 

pursuant to any such completion schedule or Project milestones developed pursuant to provisions 

of this Agreement, it is understood, acknowledged and agreed that the City will suffer damage.  

Pursuant to Government Code Section 53069.85, Contractor shall pay to the City as fixed and 

liquidated damages, and not as a penalty, the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per day 

for each and every calendar day of delay beyond the Performance Time or beyond any 

completion schedule or Project milestones established pursuant to this Agreement. 

3.2.8 Laws and Regulations.  Contractor shall keep itself fully informed of and 

in compliance with all local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations in any manner affecting 

the performance of the Project or the Services, including all Cal/OSHA requirements, and shall 

give all notices required by law.  Contractor shall be liable for all violations of such laws and 

regulations in connection with Services.  If the Contractor performs any work knowing it to be 

contrary to such laws, rules and regulations and without giving written notice to the City, 

Contractor shall be solely responsible for all costs arising therefrom.  Contractor shall defend, 
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indemnify and hold City, its officials, directors, officers, employees and agents free and 

harmless, pursuant to the indemnification provisions of this Agreement, from any claim or 

liability arising out of any failure or alleged failure to comply with such laws, rules or 

regulations. 

3.2.9 Insurance. 

3.2.9.1 Time for Compliance.  Contractor shall not commence Work under 

this Agreement until it has provided evidence satisfactory to the City that it has secured all 

insurance required under this section.  In addition, Contractor shall not allow any subcontractor 

to commence work on any subcontract until it has provided evidence satisfactory to the City that 

the subcontractor has secured all insurance required under this section. 

3.2.9.2 Minimum Requirements.  Contractor shall, at its expense, procure 

and maintain for the duration of the Agreement insurance against claims for injuries to persons 

or damages to property which may arise from or in connection with the performance of the 

Agreement by the Contractor, its agents, representatives, employees or subcontractors.  

Contractor shall also require all of its subcontractors to procure and maintain the same insurance 

for the duration of the Agreement. Such insurance shall meet at least the following minimum 

levels of coverage: 

(A)  Minimum Scope of Insurance.  Coverage shall be at least as 

broad as the latest version of the following: (1) General Liability: Insurance Services Office 

Commercial General Liability coverage (occurrence form CG 0001); (2) Automobile Liability: 

Insurance Services Office Business Auto Coverage form number CA 0001, code 1 (any auto); 

and (3) Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s Liability: Workers’ Compensation insurance as 

required by the State of California and Employer’s Liability Insurance. 

(B) Minimum Limits of Insurance.  Contractor shall maintain 

limits no less than: (1) General Liability:  $1,000,000 per occurrence for bodily injury, personal 

injury and property damage.  If Commercial General Liability Insurance or other form with 

general aggregate limit is used including, but not limited to, form CG 2503, either the general 

aggregate limit shall apply separately to this Agreement/location or the general aggregate limit 

shall be twice the required occurrence limit; (2) Automobile Liability $1,000,000; per accident 

for bodily injury and property damage; and (3) Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s 

Liability:  Workers’ Compensation limits as required by the Labor Code of the State of 

California.  Employer’s Liability limits of $1,000,000 per accident for bodily injury or disease. 

3.2.9.3 Insurance Endorsements.  The insurance policies shall contain the 

following provisions, or Contractor shall provide endorsements on forms supplied or approved 

by the City to add the following provisions to the insurance policies: 

(A) General Liability.  The general liability policy shall be 

endorsed to state that:  (1) the City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and 

volunteers shall be covered as additional insured with respect to the Work or operations 

performed by or on behalf of the Contractor, including materials, parts or equipment furnished in 

connection with such work; and (2) the insurance coverage shall be primary insurance as respects 
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the City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers, or if excess, shall 

stand in an unbroken chain of coverage excess of the Contractor’s scheduled underlying 

coverage.  Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the City, its directors, officials, 

officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall be excess of the Contractor’s insurance and 

shall not be called upon to contribute with it in any way. 

(B) Automobile Liability.  The automobile liability policy shall 

be endorsed to state that:  (1) the City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and 

volunteers shall be covered as additional insureds with respect to the ownership, operation, 

maintenance, use, loading or unloading of any auto owned, leased, hired or borrowed by the 

Contractor or for which the Contractor is responsible; and (2) the insurance coverage shall be 

primary insurance as respects the City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and 

volunteers, or if excess, shall stand in an unbroken chain of coverage excess of the Contractor’s 

scheduled underlying coverage.  Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the City, its 

directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall be excess of the 

Contractor’s insurance and shall not be called upon to contribute with it in any way. 

(C) Workers’ Compensation and Employer’s Liability 

Coverage. The insurer shall agree to waive all rights of subrogation against the City, its directors, 

officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers for losses paid under the terms of the 

insurance policy which arise from work performed by the Contractor. 

(D) All Coverages.  Each insurance policy required by this 

Agreement shall be endorsed to state that:  (A) coverage shall not be suspended, voided, reduced 

or canceled except after thirty (30) days prior written notice by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, has been given to the City; and (B) any failure to comply with reporting or other 

provisions of the policies, including breaches of warranties, shall not affect coverage provided to 

the City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers. 

3.2.9.4 Separation of Insureds; No Special Limitations.  All insurance 

required by this Section shall contain standard separation of insureds provisions.  In addition, 

such insurance shall not contain any special limitations on the scope of protection afforded to the 

City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers. 

3.2.9.5 Deductibles and Self-Insurance Retentions.  Any deductibles or 

self-insured retentions must be declared to and approved by the City.  Contractor shall guarantee 

that, at the option of the City, either:  (1) the insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles or 

self-insured retentions as respects the City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, 

and volunteers; or (2) the Contractor shall procure a bond guaranteeing payment of losses and 

related investigation costs, claims and administrative and defense expenses. 

3.2.9.6 Acceptability of Insurers.  Insurance is to be placed with insurers 

with a current A.M. Best’s rating no less than A: VIII, licensed to do business in California, and 

satisfactory to the City. 

3.2.9.7 Verification of Coverage.  Contractor shall furnish City with 

original certificates of insurance and endorsements effecting coverage required by this 
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Agreement on forms satisfactory to the City.  The certificates and endorsements for each 

insurance policy shall be signed by a person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage on its 

behalf, and shall be on forms provided by the City if requested.  All certificates and 

endorsements must be received and approved by the City before work commences.  The City 

reserves the right to require complete, certified copies of all required insurance policies, at any 

time. 

3.2.9.8 Reporting of Claims.  Consultant shall report to the City, in 

addition to Consultant’s insurer, any and all insurance claims submitted by Consultant in 

connection with the Services under this Agreement. 

3.2.10 Safety.  Contractor shall execute and maintain its work so as to avoid 

injury or damage to any person or property.  In carrying out its Services, the Contractor shall at 

all times be in compliance with all applicable local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations, 

and shall exercise all necessary precautions for the safety of employees appropriate to the nature 

of the work and the conditions under which the work is to be performed.  Safety precautions as 

applicable shall include, but shall not be limited to:  (A) adequate life protection and life saving 

equipment and procedures; (B) instructions in accident prevention for all employees and 

subcontractors, such as safe walkways, scaffolds, fall protection ladders, bridges, gang planks, 

confined space procedures, trenching and shoring, equipment and other safety devices, 

equipment and wearing apparel as are necessary or lawfully required to prevent accidents or 

injuries; and (C) adequate facilities for the proper inspection and maintenance of all safety 

measures. 

3.2.12 Bonds. 

3.2.12.1 Performance Bond.  If specifically requested by City in 

Exhibit “C” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, Contractor shall execute and 

provide to City concurrently with this Agreement a Performance Bond in the amount of the total, 

not-to-exceed compensation indicated in this Agreement, and in a form provided or approved by 

the City.  If such bond is required, no payment will be made to Contractor until it has been 

received and approved by the City. 

3.2.12.2 Payment Bond.  If required by law or otherwise specifically 

requested by City in Exhibit “C” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, 

Contractor shall execute and provide to City concurrently with this Agreement a Payment Bond 

in the amount of the total, not-to-exceed compensation indicated in this Agreement, and in a 

form provided or approved by the City.  If such bond is required, no payment will be made to 

Contractor until it has been received and approved by the City. 

3.2.12.3 Bond Provisions.  Should, in City’s sole opinion, any bond 

become insufficient or any surety be found to be unsatisfactory, Contractor shall renew or 

replace the affected bond within 10 days of receiving notice from City.  In the event the surety or 

Contractor intends to reduce or cancel any required bond, at least thirty (30) days prior written 

notice shall be given to the City, and Contractor shall post acceptable replacement bonds at least 

ten (10) days prior to expiration of the original bonds.  No further payments shall be deemed due 

or will be made under this Agreement until any replacement bonds required by this Section are 
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accepted by the City. To the extent, if any, that the total compensation is increased in accordance 

with the Agreement, the Contractor shall, upon request of the City, cause the amount of the 

bonds to be increased accordingly and shall promptly deliver satisfactory evidence of such 

increase to the City.  To the extent available, the bonds shall further provide that no change or 

alteration of the Agreement (including, without limitation, an increase in the total compensation, 

as referred to above), extensions of time, or modifications of the time, terms, or conditions of 

payment to the Contractor, will release the surety.  If the Contractor fails to furnish any required 

bond, the City may terminate this Agreement for cause. 

3.2.12.4 Surety Qualifications.  Only bonds executed by an admitted 

surety insurer, as defined in Code of Civil Procedure Section 995.120, shall be accepted.  The 

surety must be a California-admitted surety with a current A.M. Best’s rating no less than A: 

VIII and satisfactory to the City.  If a California-admitted surety insurer issuing bonds does not 

meet these requirements, the insurer will be considered qualified if it is in conformance with 

Section 995.660 of the California Code of Civil Procedure, and proof of such is provided to the 

City. 

3.3 Fees and Payments. 

3.3.1 Compensation.  Contractor shall receive compensation, including 

authorized reimbursements, for all Services rendered under this Agreement at the rates set forth 

in Exhibit ”C” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  The total compensation 

shall not exceed Five Hundred Seventy Thousand Fifty-Two Dollars and Ninety- 

Two cents ($570,052.92) plus a 15% contingency for vandalism and extra work per fiscal 

year without written approval of City Manager or designee.  Extra Work may be authorized, as 

described below, and if authorized, will be compensated at the rates and manner set forth in this 

Agreement. 

3.3.2 Payment of Compensation.  Contractor shall submit to City a monthly 

itemized statement which indicates work completed and hours of Services rendered by 

Contractor.  The statement shall describe the amount of Services and supplies provided since the 

initial commencement date, or since the start of the subsequent billing periods, as appropriate, 

through the date of the statement.   City shall, within 45 days of receiving such statement, review 

the statement and pay all approved charges thereon. 

3.3.3 Reimbursement for Expenses.  Contractor shall not be reimbursed for any 

expenses unless authorized in writing by City. 

3.3.4 Extra Work.  At any time during the term of this Agreement, City may 

request that Contractor perform Extra Work.  As used herein, “Extra Work” means any work 

which is determined by City to be necessary for the proper completion of the Project, but which 

the parties did not reasonably anticipate would be necessary at the execution of this Agreement.  

Contractor shall not perform, nor be compensated for, Extra Work without written authorization 

from City’s Representative. 

3.3.5 Prevailing Wages.  Contractor is aware of the requirements of California 

Labor Code Section 1720, et seq., and 1770, et seq., as well as California Code of Regulations, 



8 
Urban Habitat   
 

Title 8, Section 1600, et seq., (“Prevailing Wage Laws”), which require the payment of 

prevailing wage rates and the performance of other requirements on “public works” and 

“maintenance” projects. Since the Services are being performed as part of an applicable “public 

works” or “maintenance” project, as defined by the Prevailing Wage Laws, and since the total 

compensation is $1,000 or more, Contractor agrees to fully comply with such Prevailing Wage 

Laws.  City shall provide Contractor with a copy of the prevailing rates of per diem wages in 

effect at the commencement of this Agreement.  Contractor shall make copies of the prevailing 

rates of per diem wages for each craft; classification or type of worker needed to execute the 

Services available to interested parties upon request, and shall post copies at the Contractor’s 

principal place of business and at the project site.  Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold 

the City, its elected officials, officers, employees and agents free and harmless from any claim or 

liability arising out of any failure or alleged failure to comply with the Prevailing Wage Laws. 

3.4 Accounting Records. 

3.4.1 Maintenance and Inspection.  Contractor shall maintain complete and 

accurate records with respect to all costs and expenses incurred under this Agreement.  All such 

records shall be clearly identifiable.  Contractor shall allow a representative of City during 

normal business hours to examine, audit, and make transcripts or copies of such records and any 

other documents created pursuant to this Agreement. Contractor shall allow inspection of all 

work, data, documents, proceedings, and activities related to the Agreement for a period of three 

(3) years from the date of final payment under this Agreement. 

3.5 General Provisions. 

3.5.1 Termination of Agreement. 

3.5.1.1 Grounds for Termination.  City may, by written notice to 

Contractor, terminate the whole or any part of this Agreement at any time and without cause by 

giving written notice to Contractor of such termination, and specifying the effective date thereof, 

at least seven (7) days before the effective date of such termination.  Upon termination, 

Contractor shall be compensated only for those services which have been adequately rendered to 

City, and Contractor shall be entitled to no further compensation.  Contractor may not terminate 

this Agreement except for cause. 

3.5.1.2 Effect of Termination.  If this Agreement is terminated as provided 

herein, City may require Contractor to provide all finished or unfinished Documents and Data 

and other information of any kind prepared by Contractor in connection with the performance of 

Services under this Agreement.  Contractor shall be required to provide such document and other 

information within fifteen (15) days of the request. 

3.5.1.3 Additional Services.  In the event this Agreement is terminated in 

whole or in part as provided herein, City may procure, upon such terms and in such manner as it 

may determine appropriate, services similar to those terminated. 
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3.5.2 Delivery of Notices.  All notices permitted or required under this 

Agreement shall be given to the respective parties at the following address, or at such other 

address as the respective parties may provide in writing for this purpose: 

CONTRACTOR: 

Urban Habitat Environmental Landscapes 

Attn: Theresa Brennan 

PO Box 1177 

La Quinta, CA 92247 

 

CITY: 
City of Coachella 

Public Works Department  

53-990 Enterprise Way  

Coachella, CA  92236 

Attn:  Maritza Martinez, Public Works Director 

Such notice shall be deemed made when personally delivered or when mailed, forty-eight 

(48) hours after deposit in the U.S.  Mail, first class postage prepaid and addressed to the party at 

its applicable address.  Actual notice shall be deemed adequate notice on the date actual notice 

occurred, regardless of the method of service. 

3.5.3 Cooperation; Further Acts.  The Parties shall fully cooperate with one 

another, and shall take any additional acts or sign any additional documents as may be necessary, 

appropriate or convenient to attain the purposes of this Agreement. 

3.5.4 Attorney’s Fees.  If either party commences an action against the other 

party, either legal, administrative or otherwise, arising out of or in connection with this 

Agreement, the prevailing party in such litigation shall be entitled to have and recover from the 

losing party reasonable attorney’s fees and all other costs of such action. 

3.5.5 Indemnification.  Contractor shall defend, indemnify and hold the City, its 

officials, officers, employees, volunteers, and agents free and harmless from any and all claims, 

demands, causes of action, costs, expenses, liability, loss, damage, or injury, in law or equity, to 

property or persons, including wrongful death, in any manner arising out of or incident to any 

alleged acts, omissions or willful misconduct of Contractor, its officials, officers, employees, 

agents, consultants, and contractors arising out of or in connection with the performance of the 

Services, the Project or this Agreement, including without limitation the payment of all 

consequential damages and attorneys fees and other related costs and expenses. Contractor shall 

defend, at Contractor’s own cost, expense and risk, any and all such aforesaid suits, actions or 

other legal proceedings of every kind that may be brought or instituted against City, its directors, 

officials, officers, employees, agents, or volunteers.  Contractor shall pay and satisfy any 

judgment, award or decree that may be rendered against City or its directors, officials, officers, 

employees, agents, or volunteers, in any such suit, action or other legal proceeding.  Contractor 

shall reimburse City and its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and/or volunteers, 

for any and all legal expenses and costs incurred by each of them in connection therewith or in 
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enforcing the indemnity herein provided.  Contractor’s obligation to indemnify shall not be 

restricted to insurance proceeds, if any, received by the City, its directors, officials officers, 

employees, agents, or volunteers. 

3.5.6 Entire Agreement.  This Agreement contains the entire Agreement of the 

parties with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior negotiations, 

understandings or agreements.  This Agreement may only be modified by a writing signed by 

both parties. 

3.5.7 Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the 

State of California.  Venue shall be in Riverside County. 

3.5.8 Time of Essence.  Time is of the essence for each and every provision of 

this Agreement. 

3.5.9 City’s Right to Employ Other Contractors.  City reserves right to employ 

other contractors in connection with this Project. 

3.5.10 Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement shall be binding on the 

successors and assigns of the parties. 

3.5.11 Assignment or Transfer.  Contractor shall not assign, hypothecate or 

transfer, either directly or by operation of law, this Agreement or any interest herein without the 

prior written consent of the City.  Any attempt to do so shall be null and void, and any assignees, 

hypothecates or transferees shall acquire no right or interest by reason of such attempted 

assignment, hypothecation or transfer. 

3.5.12 Construction; References; Captions.  Since the Parties or their agents have 

participated fully in the preparation of this Agreement, the language of this Agreement shall be 

construed simply, according to its fair meaning, and not strictly for or against any Party.  Any 

term referencing time, days or period for performance shall be deemed calendar days and not 

work days.  All references to Contractor include all personnel, employees, agents, and 

subcontractors of Contractor, except as otherwise specified in this Agreement.  All references to 

City include its elected officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers except as otherwise 

specified in this Agreement.  The captions of the various articles and paragraphs are for 

convenience and ease of reference only, and do not define, limit, augment, or describe the scope, 

content or intent of this Agreement. 

3.5.13 Amendment; Modification.  No supplement, modification or amendment 

of this Agreement shall be binding unless executed in writing and signed by both Parties. 

3.5.14 Waiver.  No waiver of any default shall constitute a waiver of any other 

default or breach, whether of the same or other covenant or condition.  No waiver, benefit, 

privilege, or service voluntarily given or performed by a Party shall give the other Party any 

contractual rights by custom, estoppel or otherwise. 

3.5.15 No Third Party Beneficiaries.  There are no intended third party 

beneficiaries of any right or obligation assumed by the Parties. 
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3.5.16 Invalidity; Severability.  If any portion of this Agreement is declared 

invalid, illegal, or otherwise unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 

provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 

3.5.17 Prohibited Interests.  Contractor maintains and warrants that it has not 

employed nor retained any company or person, other than a bona fide employee working solely 

for Contractor, to solicit or secure this Agreement.  Further, Contractor warrants that it has not 

paid nor has it agreed to pay any company or person, other than a bona fide employee working 

solely for Contractor, any fee, commission, percentage, brokerage fee, gift or other consideration 

contingent upon or resulting from the award or making of this Agreement.  Contractor further 

agrees to file, or shall cause its employees or subcontractors to file, a Statement of Economic 

Interest with the City’s Filing Officer as required under state law in the performance of the 

Services.  For breach or violation of this warranty, City shall have the right to rescind this 

Agreement without liability.  For the term of this Agreement, no member, officer or employee of 

City, during the term of his or her service with City, shall have any direct interest in this 

Agreement, or obtain any present or anticipated material benefit arising therefrom. 

3.5.18 Equal Opportunity Employment.  Contractor represents that it is an equal 

opportunity employer and it shall not discriminate against any subcontractor, employee or 

applicant for employment because of race, religion, color, national origin, handicap, ancestry, 

sex or age.  Such non-discrimination shall include, but not be limited to, all activities related to 

initial employment, upgrading, demotion, transfer, recruitment or recruitment advertising, layoff 

or termination.  Contractor shall also comply with all relevant provisions of City’s Minority 

Business Enterprise program, Affirmative Action Plan or other related programs or guidelines 

currently in effect or hereinafter enacted. 

3.5.19 Labor Certification.  By its signature hereunder, Contractor certifies that it 

is aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the California Labor Code which require every 

employer to be insured against liability for Workers’ Compensation or to undertake self-

insurance in accordance with the provisions of that Code, and agrees to comply with such 

provisions before commencing the performance of the Services. 

3.5.20 Authority to Enter Agreement.  Contractor has all requisite power and 

authority to conduct its business and to execute, deliver, and perform the Agreement.  Each Party 

warrants that the individuals who have signed this Agreement have the legal power, right, and 

authority to make this Agreement and bind each respective Party. 

3.5.21 Counterparts.  This Agreement may be signed in counterparts, each of 

which shall constitute an original. 

3.6 Subcontracting. 

3.6.1 Prior Approval Required.  Contractor shall not subcontract any portion of 

the work required by this Agreement, except as expressly stated herein, without prior written 

approval of City.  Subcontracts, if any, shall contain a provision making them subject to all 

provisions stipulated in this Agreement. 
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CITY OF COACHELLA    Urban Habitat Environmental 

Landscapes 

 

By:                                                          By:                                                      

          William B. Pattison, Jr., City Manager   Theresa Brennan, CEO 

 

Attest: 

 

 

                                                      

Carlos Campos, City Attorney 

 

 

Attest: 

 

                                                   

Angela Zepeda, City Clerk     
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EXHIBIT “A” 

SCOPE OF MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

REFER TO RFP, ADDENDUM #1 AND #2 

 

Frequency of Service: 
 
 
Turf Care:  
  Mow/Edge/Trim – Weekly 
  Aeration – Bi-Annually (Spring & Fall) 
Tree Care: 
  Annual Trim  
  Monthly Monitoring 
 
Shrub Care: 
  Prune/Trim/ – Monthly 
 
Ground Cover: 
  Prune/Trim – Monthly 
 
Irrigation: 

Monitor/Analyze – Weekly – Due to irrigation controllers not on-line, 
irrigation issues will be corrected within 24 hours after City notification in 
writing.   
Irrigation system will be checked on a weekly basis for all service levels. 
Irrigation system should be maintained in a working order at all times. Unless 
City has required other information in writing.  

 
Weed Control: 
  Abatement/Prevention – Monthly 
 
Debris/Litter: 
  Removal – Weekly 
 
Turf Fertilization: 
  Application – Three (3) times per year (February, June & October) 
 
Shrub/Ground Cover Fertilization: 
  Application – Two (2) times per year (April & September) 
 
Pre-Emergent Ground covers, shrubs & trees – Pesticide usage criteria: 
  Application – Two (2) times per year (Spring & Fall) 
 
 
Reports:  
  As requested 
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SPECIFIC TERMS & CONDITIONS 

SCOPE OF WORK 
 

These Specific Terms and Conditions (hereinafter referred to as “specifications”) 
establish the City of Coachella’s standards for the maintenance of the landscaped 
areas listed in Contract Agreement Exhibit “B”.  The Contractor shall maintain the 
designated landscaped areas at the level of maintenance and service defined by 
these specifications by integrating innovative and progressive horticultural 
techniques in keeping with the highest standards of quality and performance as well 
as the General Terms and Conditions. 
 
Contractor shall provide all of the necessary manpower, equipment, tools, materials, 
services, and special skills required to maintain the areas listed in the specified 
locations, including but not limited to landscaped parkways, medians, retention 
basins, open space areas, and designated hardscape surfaces and structures.  
 
Maintenance of the landscape shall include but not be limited to; inspections, 
mowing, edging, trimming, pruning, fertilization, aeration, groundcover, shrub 
maintenance, weed control, cultivation, pest control (including but not limited to 
insects and diseases), tree surgery, de-thatching, plant replacements, renovation, 
litter and trash removal, clean-up of drainage facilities, and operation, inspection, 
and maintenance of all irrigation systems associated with the specified landscape 
areas, including but not limited to their testing, prompt adjustment and repair, 
modification, and improvement. 
 
All work shall be performed in accordance with usual and customary horticultural 
practices to achieve, and maintain healthy, viable landscapes. The City staff will 
periodically inspect all the operations and approve or reject the work performed, and 
methods or materials used, and make changes in work scheduling.  
 
The Contractor shall be responsible for carefully reviewing the sites and verifying the 
square footage noted for each location of proposed work included in the Proposal. 
The Contractor shall not be relieved of his/her/its liability under this Contract, nor the 
District or City be held liable for any loss sustained by the Contractor as a result of 
any variance between conditions as referred to in the General Terms and Conditions 
and Specific Terms and Conditions and the actual conditions revealed during the 
examination of the locations of the proposed work.  
 
All work shall be performed in accordance with the General Terms and Conditions 
and Specific Terms and Conditions of this Contract and in accordance with an 
approved service schedule, as approved by City staff. Service schedules may be 
modified with 30 days advance written notice by the District.  
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Failure to provide the manpower, equipment, tools, materials, services, and special 
skills necessary to accomplish above Scope of Work to the standard established by 
these specifications may result in a Performance Deficiency Deduction and/or a 
reduction in payment. 

CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

 City of Coachella Business license (current) 

 C-27 Landscape Contractors License (current and active) 

 State of California Pesticide License QAL for chemical applications category 
B (current and active) 

 State of California Pest Control Business License (current) 

 County of Riverside Pesticide Business License Registration (current) 
 
 

MANDATORY INITIAL INSPECTION & ACCEPTANCE OF 
DESIGNATED LANDSCAPE AREAS 

 
The City (or designee) and the Contractor shall conduct an inspection of the 
designated landscape areas covered under this Contract-Agreement as soon as 
practicable after its execution, and prior to commencement of Contractor's 
operations. The purpose is to allow the Contractor and the City representative to 
observe and note any deficiencies or potential problems with landscape area plant 
materials, irrigation systems, or designated hardscape surfaces and structures. 
 
A. It is the Contractor's responsibility to identify unacceptable plant material 

before inception of the contract. 
B. City or his designee and the Contractor will perform an operational irrigation 

inspection. 
 

Any corrective items that are observed during the initial inspection, and 
acknowledged by both parties, may be resolved with the current Contractor or with 
the successful Contractor on a "one time only" extra work basis. After a specified 
time frame for corrections the landscape area plant materials, irrigation systems, and 
designated hardscape surfaces and structures will be turned over to the Contractor 
for contract maintenance.  Thereafter, failure to maintain designated landscape 
areas up to this established standard shall result in the District deducting payment of 
all or part of the Contractor's compensation, as noted in pertinent sections of these 
General Terms & Conditions, as well as in the Special Terms & Conditions. 
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CONTRACTOR’S WORK SCHEDULES 

 
It is the intent to schedule maintenance in a manner that keeps the designated 
landscape areas in a state of healthy, vigorous growth. 
 
The Contractor shall submit a Maintenance Schedule provided by the City 
scheduling the Maintenance Operations which includes, but is not limited to:  minor 
tree pruning, mowing, aeration, thatching, and insecticides/herbicide application, 
application of all fertilization of trees, shrubs, ground cover and turf, operational 
irrigation inspections. 
 
The Contractor shall notify the City in writing at least five (5) working days prior to 
the date and time of all “Specialty” type of maintenance operations. Specialty type of 
maintenance operations includes, but is not limited to:  

 Fertilization 
 Turf Aeration 
 Application of pesticides by any method 

   

The Contractor shall submit immediately upon issuance of notice to proceed a work 
schedule for each designated landscape area, which will include as minimum the 
following: 
 

a. Crew Size to be determined for the life of the contract 
ii. Time and Date for each activity specifying when each work will 

be completed 
 

At the Mandatory Initial Inspection meeting, the Contractor will present a temporary 
or base line schedule of work for the upcoming year. At 30 days from start of 
contract, a permanent schedule will be given to the City, hereinafter referred to as 
the FREQUENCY SCHEDULE. Failure to provide this schedule to the City in the 
appropriate time shall result in termination of the contract; failure to adhere to the 
Frequency Schedule shall result in PERFORMANCE DEFICIENCY DEDUCTIONS. 
 

Monthly Walk-Through and Reports 

 
The Contractor, as part of this agreement, will submit a monthly report with invoice. 
Failure to submit reports and schedules in the time specified shall result in a $100 
Performance Deficiency Deduction per occurrence, delay in payment, and/or 
termination of the contract. The Contractor may submit the monthly report and 
schedule using a computer based program or, the Contractor may submit the report 
and schedule in writing. The following information must be included on the monthly 
schedule: 
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A.  Schedule of maintenance: At the end of each month, the Contractor’s 
representative and the City  representative shall have a walk-through of the 
Landscape Maintenance area(s). The walk-through will focus on but not be 
limited to: work just completed seasonal maintenance tasks, the Frequency 
Schedule and its pertinent tasks, as well as any Extra Work needed. This will 
generate a punch list from which the contractor will develop the next month’s 
schedule. 
1.  Contractor shall provide a schedule of maintenance at the start of each 

month identifying areas to be maintained and a time frame of when each 
function shall be performed. This schedule should include the Frequency 
Schedule as it pertains to the maintenance for that month. 

2. Monthly schedules shall be adjusted to compensate for all City-
recognized holidays. 

3. Monthly schedules shall be adjusted as directed by the City 
representative. 

B. The Engineering Department or City staff may request to be part of the Walk-
Through or at any time the City deems it necessary. 
1.  The City will assume that the Contractor will adhere to the schedule. The 

City must receive notification of changes at least 12 hours in advance of 
the scheduled time for performance of the work. 

2. Failure to notify the City of a schedule change and/or failure to perform 
an item of work on the scheduled day may result in a payment 
adjustment to reflect only the work actually accomplished.  

3.  A monthly report, based upon the approved monthly schedule, and 
including an irrigation inspection and green waste recycling reports, will 
be turned in at the monthly walk through meeting.  Failure to submit this 
report at the time of the monthly walk through meeting may result in a 
$100 Performance Deficiency Deduction per occurrence. 

SAFETY 

 
Contractor shall conduct all operations performed under this Agreement in a manner 
that complies with all applicable federal, state, and local safety laws, rules, orders, 
and regulations, including but not limited to those set forth in the contract’s General 
Terms and Conditions (Contract-Agreement Exhibit “C” (also refer to RFP)), as well 
as those set forth in these specifications. 
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PLANT MAINTENANCE 

 
A.  All plant material shall be maintained as needed to prevent obstruction as well 

as possible safety concerns to vehicles, pedestrians and/or the general 
public. Shrubs shall be maintained to create adequate line-of-sight vision for 
vehicles where applicable. All vegetation shall be maintained in such a 
manner as to eliminate over growth beyond its designated parameter and/or 
encroachment onto sidewalks or curbs. Keep plants located adjacent to 
sidewalks at a maximum height of three (3) feet and pruned back one (1) foot 
from edge of sidewalk. 

B.  Dead material shall be pruned from plants as they occur. There shall be no 
dead blossoms, stalks, branches or foliage left on an otherwise healthy plant 
for more than one week, unless otherwise directed by the City and/or 
contract. 

C.  Plant material is to be pruned in a manner that is described as a two-step, 
naturalistic pruning procedure. The City may, at its own discretion, alter time 
lines or techniques, as the City deems necessary. 

D.  The Contractor shall be responsible for replacing dead plant material, at no 
cost to the City, which dies 30 days from commencement of the contract and 
throughout the term of this contract due to neglect, lack of maintenance or 
improper care.  

E. It is the Contractor's responsibility to identify unacceptable plant material 
before inception of the contract. This will be accomplished during the 
mandatory acceptance walk through with the City representative(s) and the 
Contractor. 

 

TREE MAINTENANCE 
 

A. Trees shall be pruned as needed to remove broken or diseased branches, or 
for traffic and pedestrian safety. Sidewalk clearance will be 8’ eight feet and 
vehicular clearance 14’ fourteen feet from grade. Any broken, structurally 
unsound or detached limb is considered a hazard. Suckers will be removed 
as they appear. 

B. All tree trimming shall comply with good arboreal practice for the particular 
species of trees being trimmed. The Contractor shall be consistent with the 
pruning standards as adopted by the International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) guidelines; American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards, 
including, but not limited to ANSI 300 (most current revision) and ANSI Z133 
(most current revision); Chapters 12.24 (Street Trees) and 12.28 (Palm 
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Trees) of Title 12 of the City of Coachella’s Municipal Code.  Accompanied by 
Best Management Practices, Tree Pruning (Revised 2008). The Contractor 
shall also meet the requirements of the American National Standards, ANSI-
Z133.1-2008 entitled "Safety Requirements for Tree Pruning, Trimming, 
Repair or Removal," published by the Tree Care Industry Association, Inc. at 
136 Harvey Road – Suite B101-110, Londonderry, NH 03035. 

 
C. In order to promote proper form, strength, health, and appearance consistent 

with their intended use, any tree pruning done at the request of the City shall 
be consistent with:  the current and applicable International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) guidelines; American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
standards, including but not limited to ANSI 300 (most current revision) and 
ANSI Z133 (most current revision); Chapters 12.24 (Street Trees) and 12.28 
(Palm Trees) of Title 12 of the City of Coachella’s Municipal Code.  

D. NO TOPPING OF TREES WILL BE ALLOWED. 
E. The Contractor shall be responsible for all tree staking. Ties will be monitored 

to prevent girdling. Remove ties and stakes as directed by the City. Broken 
stakes are to be removed and if appropriate, replaced.  Contractor shall 
replace tree stakes within twenty-four (24) hours of receiving a corrective 
action notification from the City; failure to adhere to this specification shall 
result in a $100 Performance Deficiency Deduction per site for each day 
Deficiency remains uncorrected beyond deadline.  Stakes should not remain 
on the trees longer than 6 months. If the tree cannot stand upright once 
stakes are removed, the City will then determine whether or not to replace the 
tree. 

F. The Contractor shall remove their debris from pruning and tree maintenance 
the same working day as accumulated 

G. The Contractor shall be held responsible for any damages done to trees due 
to poor management procedures. The Contractor shall replace trees, at 
no cost to the City, that die 30 days after acceptance of the contract due to 
neglect, lack of maintenance, infestation or improper care. This does not 
include those trees identified on the mandatory walk with the City and the 
Contractor. 

H. Any trees broken or damaged as a direct result of storm damage, wind, 
accident or vandalism shall be pruned and/or removed within 24 hours of 
notification and may be considered an Extra to the Contract. Any debris 
blocking roadways or parking areas shall be removed within one hour of 
notification to Contractor. Replacement of trees and plants caused by reasons 
not related to contractual maintenance shall be reimbursable as an Extra 
Work item. 

I. An 18” radius tree well will be maintained around the trunks of trees growing 
in turf or ground cover areas.  Shrubs and/or shrub canopies shall not be 
permitted to encroach within 12” of tree trunks or root crowns.    
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J. Any structural weakness, decayed trunk or branches, or split crotches or 
limbs discovered by the Contractor during the course of trimming shall be 
reported to the City for determination of the appropriate course of action. 

K. The use of “lopping shears” shall be specifically approved by the City. 
L. Limbs one inch (1”) in diameter or greater shall be precut to prevent splitting.  

When there is a chance of bark tearing at the crotch, remove large limbs with 
three cuts.  Make the first cut on the underside of the branch one foot (1’) to 
two feet (2’) from the crotch.  The undercut should be at least one-third (1/3) 
of the diameter.  Make the second cut one-inch (1”) to three inches (3”) 
further from the crotch than the first.  The final cut is made at the crotch in a 
manner to favor the earliest possible covering of the wound by callus growth.  
Cuts shall not be made so large that they will prevent sap flow.  All cut 
branches three and one-half inches (3 ½”) or larger in diameter shall be 
lowered by proper ropes to the ground.  Any damage caused by dropping 
limbs shall be repaired within three (3) days at the Contractor's expense and 
to the satisfaction of the City.  All debris resulting from tree trimming 
operations shall be removed from the work site on a daily basis. 

M. Removal of all vines entwined in the tree or around its trunk, and the removal 
of sucker growth on tree trunks is required on all trees.   

N. On all trees, including palms, known or suspected to be diseased, pruning 
tools  and cut surfaces shall be disinfected with a ten (10) percent chlorine 
bleach solution after each cut and between trees where there is danger of 
transmitting the disease on tools.  Fresh solution shall be mixed daily. 

O. Two basic classes of conifers can be found in Coachella, those with branches 
radiating out from the trunk in whorls such as Pine trees or Cedar trees and 
those that sprout branches in a random manner such as Juniper or  Taxus.  
Conifers shall typically be pruned in late winter or early spring. Typically, no 
more than thirty percent (30%) of the live foliage may be removed.    

P. Contractor shall avoid damaging the central leader on all conifers.  In specific 
cases the City may direct the Contractor to remove the central leader in an 
effort to limit the height of specific trees. 

Q. At the time of pruning, the arborist shall determine which trees shall have the 
new growth pinched back in an effort to control canopy size. 

R. To control the growth of large, mature conifers, Contractor shall be required to 
prune the new growth of lateral limbs. 

S. Typical pruning of conifers shall consist of removing crossed limbs, deadwood 
or unwanted branches from the interior of the canopy. 

T. Follow the shape indicated by the natural growth habits of each tree species. 
Trimming and shaping of trees shall be as directed by the City and in 
accordance with the following cuts to laterals to preserve the natural form of 
the tree, leaving the head open enough for the branching system to show and 
permitting the dead material to be easily cleaned out and light to show 
through the head.  Tree foliage shall be reduced by at least twenty-five 
percent (25%) but no more than fifty percent (50%).Trim to remove dead 
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wood or weak, diseased, insect-infested, broken, low, or crossing limbs.  
Branches with an extremely narrow angle of attachment should normally be 
removed. Small limbs, including suckers and waterspouts, shall be cut close 
to the trunk or branch from which they arise. Heading cuts and/or topping will 
not be allowed under any circumstances.  Heading, rounding over, or 
stubbing shall not be an accepted practice for reducing the size or the 
framework of any tree.   

 
E. General Trimming and Shape 

 
1. The objective is to control canopy size and basic structure while 

maintaining an aesthetically pleasing appearance.   
2. City trees in the LLMD Districts shall be pruned on an annual cycle.  

The objective is to prune the trees in a manner that will provide 
clearance for sidewalks and homes while maintaining the natural 
shape and beauty of individual street trees.  Contractor shall be 
required to meet the schedule requirements as outlined.   
 

H. Trimming for Traffic Clearances 
 
 Tree trimming for traffic clearances shall provide clearances of at least 
fourteen  feet (14’) and no greater than sixteen feet (16’) above finish 
grade for moving  vehicles within the traveled roadway, for pedestrians on 
sidewalks.  Clearances  for adjacent structures and their connecting utility 
lines (service drops), shall be  determined by the City and conform to the 
following: 

 
1. The maximum clearance under trees within the street right-of-way shall 

be sixteen feet (14’) over the traveled road, and ten feet (8’) over the 
curb line and the sidewalk side of the tree.  When pruning the bottom 
branches, care shall be given to obtain a balanced appearance when 
viewed from across the street immediately opposite the tree. 

 
2. Cut to laterals to preserve the natural form of the tree. Remove lateral 

branches at their point of origin, or shorten the length of a branch by 
cutting to a lateral, which is large enough to assume leadership. 
 

3.  When cutting back, avoid cutting back to small suckers.  Remove 
smaller limbs and twigs in such a manner as to leave the foliage 
pattern evenly distributed. 

 
I. Trimming Palm Trees. 
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Palm tree trimming shall consist of the removal of all dead fronds, dead frond 
sheaths, fruit clusters and other vegetation from the trunks of all palms listed 
in the Agreement Project Requirements in a manner selected by the 
Contractor and approved by the City, and in accordance with the following: 
 

1. Dead fronds, and parts thereof, including stubs, shall be removed 
along the entire length of the trunk of each palm, leaving a clean 
unsheathed appearance slicked from the ground to approximately 
twenty-four to thirty-six inches (24” – 36”) from the base of the green 
fronds at the top of the tree.  The frond stubs (cut close to trunk) shall 
be left in place within a span of at least eighteen inches (18”) but no 
greater than thirty-six inches (36”). 
 

2. Only the full, green, undamaged fronds shall remain at the crown of the 
tree.  The Contractor shall be required to remove and dispose of any 
fallen or hanging fronds for a period of thirty (30) days after completion 
of the Professional Services Agreement. 
 

3. The use of climbing spurs or spike shoes for the purpose of climbing 
palm trees is prohibited, unless specifically approved by the City.  The 
Contractor shall be required to use an aerial tower with a height reach 
of one hundred feet (100’) for the purpose of trimming City Palm trees. 
 

4. Trachycarpus fortunei, Chamaerops humilis, and Phoenix roebeleni 
species as well as other palm trees having a trunk height not more 
than eight (8) feet above the ground shall be trimmed but not slicked. 

 
K. Utility Line Clearance 
 

During the course of this Professional Services Agreement, the Contractor 
may be required to perform utility line clearance in conjunction with routine 
or non-routine trimming activities.  The Contractor shall be required to 
furnish all supervision, labor, equipment and materials necessary to 
accomplish the work in accordance with the Professional Services 
Agreement.  The Contractor has the responsibility for compliance with 
safety and health standards of the California Occupational Safety and 
Health Act (OSHA) and all applicable rules, regulations and orders.  The 
competency of Contractor's personnel shall be maintained through regular 
training.  All persons performing tree work on City trees in or around 
primary electrical lines shall be trained to do so in accordance the 
“Electrical Safety Orders” of the State of California.  

 
L. Tree Removals 
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1. During the course of trimming activities for a specified street, 
Contractor shall notify the City of any trees which may be dead, 
hazardous, or in need of removal for any reason.  The City shall make 
the final determination to remove or provide public noticing for removal 
at a later date.  Removals shall be conducted in good workmanlike 
manner in accordance with the standards of the arboricultural 
profession. 
 

2. All wood from removed trees is the property of the City and shall be 
disposed of at the direction of the City.  No wood shall be left along 
public right-of-way unless approved by the City.  All tree parts are to be 
loaded into transport vehicles or containers. The vehicles or containers 
must have the front, sides and rear solid and the top shall be tarped or 
otherwise tightly enclosed. The transporting of tree parts must be 
made so that no debris escapes during the transport.  Branches, 
suckers, bark and other tree parts that are chipped are to be covered 
while transported and hauled to the disposal site during the workday. 
 

3. Contractor shall be required to call Underground Alert at least two (2) 
days before stumps are to be ground out.  All tree stumps must be 
removed to at least eighteen (18) inches below the lowest soil level 
adjacent to the stump, or until deep roots are no longer encountered.  
The Contractor shall grind the stump a minimum distance of one and 
one half (1½’) feet either side of the outer circumference of the stump, 
or until surface roots are no longer encountered.  
 

4. Stumps should be cut low enough to the ground where routing can be 
done safely. This may be accomplished by cutting the stump at the 
time of grinding, or at the time of tree removal. All stumps are to be 
ground within forty-eight (48) hours of tree removal.  Holes created by 
stump and root grinding must be filled the same day. The resultant 
chips from routing may be used to fill the hole to two (2) inches above 
normal ground level unless a new tree is to be planted in the same 
location and clean fill dirt will be required as a backfill. All excess 
routing chips debris will be removed and loaded into transport vehicle 
for disposal. Any damaged paved surfaces shall be restored to their 
original condition. 
 

M. Pest Control 
 

The City may periodically require the Contractor to treat for insects or 
disease.  Treatment will be done only when specifically requested by the 
City and shall be made in the form of soil injections.  Contractor shall be 
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required to provide the City with a written recommendation provided by a 
State Licensed Pest Control Advisor. 

 
N. Crew Rental Services 

 
Contractor shall provide a minimum standard crew of three (3) persons, 
one (1) chipper truck, one (1) chipper, one (1) aerial tower truck and all 
necessary saws and hand tools.  Crew complement should also be 
capable of modification in order to perform miscellaneous tree care tasks.   

 
O. Emergency Response Service 

 
1. The Contractor shall be required to provide emergency on call 

response for damaged trees as a result of storms or other reasons.  
Emergency calls may occur at any given time.  The Contractor will be 
provided with locations and the work to be done at each location via 
telephone or email from a City authorized representative.  Emergency 
work shall begin within two (2) hours of the initial telephone call.  

 
2. During windy conditions, the Contractor will drive the LLMD locations 

for signs of fallen or damaged trees. 
 

3. Contractor shall be required to provide twenty-four (24) hour 
emergency phone numbers and the names of at least five (5) 
individuals upon award of Professional Services Agreement.  Should 
the contact persons or their phone numbers change during the course 
of the Professional Services Agreement, those changes shall be 
submitted to the City within two (2) working days. 
 

4. Contractor shall be required to provide all necessary traffic control 
during the course of emergency work.  Should the work involve any 
high voltage power lines or any utility lines the Contractor shall be 
required to notify the responsible utility company. 
 

5. Work performed under the emergency provision of this Professional 
Services Agreement shall be paid for on a “crew hour” basis and 
“emergency call out” basis.  This shall include all labor, tools 
equipment, disposal fees and necessary materials. 
 

P. Traffic Control 
 

1. Contractor shall be required to supply the necessary equipment to 
provide adequate traffic control measures during tree trimming 
operations.  This shall include but not be limited to high visibility arrow 
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boards where appropriate. The contractor must abide by the most 
current edition of the Work Area Traffic Control Handbook, or 
W.A.T.C.H. manual, for traffic control. The City, prior to use, must 
approve all traffic control measures. 
 

2. Tree trimming operations may be conducted on one side of the street 
at a time and at no time may streets be closed unless authorized, in 
advance, by the City or his designee.  During all tree trimming 
operations adequate provisions shall be made by the Contractor to 
accommodate normal traffic flow over public streets.  Means of ingress 
and egress shall be provided for occupants of adjacent property with 
convenient access to driveways, buildings, businesses or private 
residences.  Pedestrian traffic shall be accommodated on adjacent 
sidewalks. 
 

3. Contractor shall be required to provide and maintain barriers, guards, 
and lights whenever and wherever necessary in order to effectively 
protect the public from the dangers associated with the tree trimming 
operations.  Contractor shall be required to post proper notices and 
signals for the public regarding detours and the conditions of work 
currently in progress.   
  

Q. Public Noticing of Tree Trimming Operations 
 

1. Contractor shall be required to notify residents and/or businesses of 
scheduled tree trimming operations at least seven (7) calendar days 
prior to the work being performed, if requested by a City 
representative.  Notifications shall be made in the form of door 
hangers, or letters mailed through the US Postal system. 
 

1. City approved “No Parking” signs shall be posted on individual trees 
scheduled for trimming twenty-four (24) hours prior to the work being 
performed, if necessary.  Signs shall be taped or tied and not nailed or 
stapled to the trees. 
 

R. Disposal of Debris  
 
 All brush generated from tree trimming operations shall be recycled 

where practical. 
 
 

S. Green Waste Report 
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 Green waste that is transported to an offsite facility for grinding into mulch 
shall be documented and submitted to the City on a monthly basis.  
Weight slips shall be required as proof of disposal and shall be included 
in the monthly Green waste Report. 

 
 

T. Wood Chips 
 
 Chips generated from trimming operations within the City of Coachella 

may be dumped and spread at a City designated site or dumped at a 
green waste facility at the direction of the City Staff.  

 
 At the direction of the City, wood waste generated from tree removals 

shall be chipped into pure wood chips with an even uniform size.  These 
chips shall be dumped and spread in specified locations in the City or 
dumped at a green waste facility at the direction of City Staff.  

 
U. Milling 

 
 At the direction of the City, large tree trunks, which meet proper 
specifications, will be required to be milled into lumber suitable for use in 
a variety of applications.  Milled lumber shall be returned to the City at a 
cost to be included in the proposal. 
 

V. Inspections 
 

1. The City shall be furnished with every reasonable facility for 
ascertaining full knowledge of the tree maintenance operations 
involving the workmanship, character of materials and equipment used 
and employed in the work.   
 

2. Each month, if necessary, the Contractor shall be required to submit a 
complete working schedule of all tree maintenance operations 
including but not limited to trimming, planting, removals, stump grinding 
and watering.   
 

3. Inspection of the work shall not relieve the Contractor of any 
obligations to complete the work as outlined in this document.  
Defective work shall be made good even if the defective work was not 
pointed out during the initial inspection and the work was accepted for 
payment. 
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4. Any work found to be unacceptable will be noted in writing.  Upon 
receipt of notice these deficiencies; the Contractor shall make a 
reasonable good faith effort to correct the deficiencies within ten (10) 
calendar days.  If unacceptable conditions are not corrected within this 
time period the City shall have the right to deduct payment or terminate 
the Agreement. 

 
 
 

SHRUB MAINTENANCE 

 
A.   Pruning 

1. Shrubs shall be pruned as required for safety, removal of broken and 
diseased branches, general containment, and appearance. 

2. All shrubbery shall be pruned, trimmed, thinned, and suckers removed to 
properly contain their size with respect to species, size of planters and the 
best health of the plant and/or as  described in the Frequency 
Schedule.  Coordinate with City. 

3. Prune shrubs to retain as much of the natural informal appearances as 
possible, consistent with intended use. Coordinate with City. 

4. Shrubs used as formal hedges or screens shall be pruned as required to 
present a neat appearance. 

5. Remove any spent blossoms or dead flower stalks as required to present a 
neat appearance. 

6. Shrubs and mounding shall not exceed 2 feet in height within areas required 
for vehicle sight  distance depending upon roadway topography. 

 
B. Shrubbery Replacement 

The Contractor shall be responsible for the complete removal and 
replacement of shrubbery lost due to the contractor’s faulty maintenance or 
negligence, as determined by the City. 

C. Pruning Schedule 
Shrubs shall be pruned and trimmed as needed or as requested by the City.  
Shrubs shall be pruned and trimmed using sound horticultural techniques.  
Shrubs shall be maintained within the limits of confined areas (i.e., narrow 
medians, walkways, etc.) so as not to encroach on same. In addition, all 
shrubs shall be trimmed to maintain horizontal clearance along all walkways 
and trails to prevent encroachment onto private property and to remove dead, 
damaged or diseased plant material. 

D. Fertilization 
 SEE FERTILIZER APPLICATIONS Section below. 
E. Cultivation and Mulching 
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Contractor shall cultivate around shrub and tree areas and tree wells 
sufficiently and often enough to control weed growth and maintain existing 
irrigation and drainage ditches.  Mulch is also required to be applied in all 
open dirt areas and/or around trees as required by the City. 

F. Irrigation (Deep Soaking) 
See WATER MANAGEMENT Section below. 

VINE MAINTENANCE 
 

A. General 
1. Vines and espalier plants shall be checked and retied as required.  Secure 

vines with appropriate ties to promote directional growth on supports.  

2. Do not use nails to secure vines on masonry walls. 

3. Deep water vines in pockets not provided with sprinklers as required, 
promoting optimum growth.  See also WATER MANAGEMENT Section 
below. 

4. Pruning of vines will be in accordance with good horticulture  practices. 
5. Vines shall be trimmed as required for safety, disease, general containment 

or appearance (or as directed by the City City). 
6. See FERTILIZER APPLICATIONS Section below 

 

GROUND COVER MAINTENANCE 
 

A. General  
1. Trim ground cover adjacent to walks, walls and/or fences as required for 

general containment to present a neat, clean appearance. 
2. Remove broad-leafed and grass weeds as required.  Weeds shall be 

controlled and not allowed to reach two-inch (2”) height.  Remove weeds by 
chemical or mechanical means as approved by City.  See also WEED 
CONTROL, PEST CONTROL, and HERBICIDES Sections below.  

3. Prevent soil compaction by cultivating regularly all ground cover areas. 
4. Remove debris that accumulates on ground fixed lighting fixtures. 
5. Any paper or litter that accumulates in ground cover areas shall be picked up 

on a daily basis.  See also LITTER CONTROL/DEBRIS REMOVAL Section 
below. 

6. Keep ground cover trimmed back from all controller units, valve boxes, quick 
couplers, or other appurtenances or fixtures.  Do not allow ground cover to 
grow up the trunk of trees, into shrubs, on structures or walls unless directed 
by the City.  Keep trimmed back approximately 4 inches from structure or 
walls.  Coordinate trimming around base of shrubs/trees with City. 

7. Bare soil area shall be cultivated a minimum of once per month and/or 
mulched as directed by the City (mulch will be supplied or paid for by the 
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City). 
8. See FERTILIZER APPLICATIONS Section below. 

TURFGRASS MAINTENANCE 
 

A. General 
 
1.   Watering:  A regular, deep watering program shall be accomplished to give 

the best results.  The established turf should not be kept moist but should dry 
out somewhat between watering.   See also WATER MANAGEMENT Section 
below.  

 
2.  Aeration:  Mechanically aerate all turf areas as often as required or at least two 

(2) times a year, Spring and Fall, as directed by the City to reduce 
compaction/stress conditions, which will offer greater water penetration and 
reduce runoff.  In those areas where soil condition is poor, the City may 
require top dressing.  When top dressing is required, the Contractor shall 
submit a request for extra work that must be approved by the City before work 
is scheduled. 

 
 Use a plug aerator with ½ inch tines.  Any areas that show excessive 

compaction shall receive additional treatment as required to alleviate this 
condition.  Remove sod plugs.  The scheduling of aeration will be recorded on 
the Maintenance Schedule and shall be performed no less than two (2) times 
per year.  In rocky areas, a solid tines or vertical slicer aerator will be 
required.   

 
3.  Mowing:  All turf areas shall be mowed on a weekly basis.  Failure to adhere to 

this specification shall result in a $100 Performance Deficiency Deduction 
per site, per occurrence.  Cut cool season turf grass 2 inches during warm 
season and reduce to 1-1/2 inches during winter or cooler seasons.  In warm 
seasons, common Bermuda shall be mowed to not exceed 1 inch, hybrid 
Bermuda ½ inch to ¾ inches.  Avoid removing more than one-third of the leaf 
area blade at any one time.  Remove or catch the clippings.  Use rotary type 
mowers for cool season grasses and reel type mowers for warm season 
grasses (blades should be sharpened or replaced at least twice a week).  Care 
shall be exercised during the mowing operation to prevent damage to trees 
and other obstacles located within the turf areas such as electrical boxes or 
fixtures.  Do not mow areas that are wet; allow turf to dry out before mowing.  
Alternate mowing patterns shall be used whenever possible to prevent wheel 
ruts in turf areas.  If ruts are made, contractor will make repairs at his own 
expense.  The City must approve of all mowing equipment for job use.  Small 
rotary push mowers will be required for parkways.  Use mulching mowers only 
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with approval of the City.  If the use of mulching mowers is approved, all visible 
clippings must be removed. 

 
 
4. Trimming and Edging: Trim around walls, buildings, curbs, header boards, 

valve boxes, quick couplers, and paved areas on a weekly basis to present a 
neat, clean appearance.  Failure to adhere to this specification shall result in a 
$100 Performance Deficiency Deduction per site, per occurrence.  
Chemically edge (tree well) around trees within an 18” radius from the trunk 
using care not to damage tree trunk or roots.  At no time will chemical edging 
be allowed on anything other than tree wells unless directed otherwise in 
writing by the City. 

 
5. Thatching:  Thatch all turf areas once per year or as needed at a time when 

there will be the least amount of stress to turf, preferable spring or fall.  
Thatching will be in accordance with the following methods: 
Step 1: Aerify entire area with an aerifier with ½ inch tines. 
Step 2: Verticut entire area using a thatching machine set to soil line contact. 
Verticut twice in parallel directions. Pick up debris with a turf vac at completion 
of this operation. 
Step 3: Mow with rotary mower at regular cutting height as specified above or 
as directed by the City. 

 
6. Refurbishment of Turfgrass: Turf areas that thin out due to shading effect of 

trees, structures, irrigation malfunction (due to contractor’s negligence) and foot 
traffic will be reseeded with an approved grass seed to restore thinning areas.  
Coordinate with City.  This will not be considered extra work.  In the winter 
months the City may require sod. 

 
7. Overseeding: Contractor shall be responsible overseeding two (2) times a year 

for scalp and seed for winter, and seed for summer.  Contractor shall comply 
with Section 5.05.010 of the City of Coachella’s Municipal Code.  Coordinate 
with City.  

 
8. Fertilizing: See FERTILIZER APPLICATIONS Section below.   
9. Weed Control: Contractor shall maintain a weed free turf at all times by either 

chemical or mechanical means.  See also WEED CONTROL, PEST 
CONTROL, and HERBICIDES Sections below.  

10 String Trimmers: Care shall be exercised with regard to the use of weed eaters 
to prevent damage to building surface, walls, header board, light fixtures, 
signage, etc.  No weed eaters shall be used around trees.  See also TREE 
MAINTENANCE, Section I., above. 
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WEED CONTROL 

 
A.  Planters, gravel areas, sidewalks, curb and gutters, expansion joints, fence 

lines, drainage areas, bare areas, and around plants and trees shall be kept 
free of grass and weeds. This will be done on a monthly basis. 

B.  The Contractor shall perform weed removal and shall identify in their schedules 
approximate time frames for performing this function.  Failure to adhere to this 
specification shall result in a $100 Performance Deficiency Deduction per 
site for each day Deficiency remains uncorrected.  Acceptable methods of 
control are: Annual weeds, mechanical and/or chemical methods. Perennial 
weeds such as Bermuda grass, nutsedge (species), bindweed, pennisetum 
grass shall be controlled with chemical means only. 

C.  After weeds have been sprayed and removed, the Contractor shall rake or 
sweep the area removing any debris generated as a result of the weed control 
process. 

D.  Chemical herbicide control is the responsibility of the Contractor. The 
Frequency Schedule outlines the minimum herbicide controls. If weed control 
has not been maintained as specified, the City may require additional herbicide 
applications at no additional cost to the City.  Preventative weed control, such 
as pre-emergent herbicides and post-emergent herbicides is the responsibility 
of the Contractor.  See also PEST CONTROL and HERBICIDES Sections 
below. 

 

PEST CONTROL 

General  
 

The Contractor shall provide complete and continuous control and/or eradication of 
all plant pests at no extra cost, including:  weeds; insects, mites, nematodes, and 
other invertebrates; gophers, squirrels, rats, mice, and other vertebrates; snails and 
slugs; pathogens and diseases. 
 

Controls to include necessary use of integrated pest control systems involving the 
use of life history information and extensive monitoring. Control through prevention, 
cultural practices, pesticide applications, exclusion, natural enemies and host 
resistance. 
 

The only exception to this is with regards to bees. The contractor will be responsible 
for reporting to the City any bee activity (swarms or hives) immediately. 
 

All areas of the landscape shall be inspected for infestations of harmful pests.  
Leaves that may be blotched, blighted, deformed, mildewed, rusted, scorched, 
discolored, defoliated, or wilted should be noted.  Identify the cause of injury and 
consult a Pest Control Advisor before application of chemical treatments. 
 



 

32 
Urban Habitat   
 

At certain times of the year, and with certain environmental conditions, the presence 
of certain pests can be anticipated; start preventative cultural methods before a pest 
is visible. Inspect new growth for the presence of aphids, leaf hoppers, scale, mealy 
bugs, and mites.  Look for ants on soil, along walks, and trunks of shrubs and trees. 
Control adult beetles before they lay eggs on bark in the spring.  Ongoing 
inspections are necessary to determine if there is a summer brood. Snails shall be 
controlled before becoming epidemic.  They can be anticipated as a menace from 
spring until the advent of high temperatures, wherever moist soil prevails. 
 

Pruning may be an effective prevention of an epidemic of insects and diseases.  
Removing infected parts and disposing of them off site separates the pest or 
pathogen from the host.  Examples are Pine tree tip month, Juniper twig girdler, 
Verticillium wilt, and some other fungal caused blights of foliage. Proper thinning of 
tree foliage, to provide light and aeration for groundcover may aid in disease 
prevention.  Use care when pruning not to spread disease by keeping all cutting 
edges sterile by dipping in an alcohol or bleach solution after each cut 
 

Application of Pesticides 
 

A. Notification:  City shall be notified prior to the application of pesticides and other 
chemicals.  THERE SHALL BE NO APPLICATION OF A PESTICIDE 
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE CITY. 
 

B. Timing:  Pesticides shall be applied at times which limit the possibility of 
contamination from climatic or other factors and at the proper life cycle of the 
pests.  Early morning application shall be used when possible to avoid 
contamination from drift.  Applicator shall monitor forecast weather conditions to 
avoid making application prior to inclement weather to eliminate potential runoff 
of treated areas. 

C. Irrigation:  Irrigation water applied after treatment shall be reduced to eliminate 
runoff.  When water is required to increase pesticide efficiency, it shall be 
applied only in quantities of which area is capable of receiving without 
excessive runoff. 

D. Handling of Pesticides:  The Contractor shall be responsible for the safe and 
proper application of all chemicals. Care shall be taken in transferring and 
mixing pesticides to prevent contaminating areas outside the target area.  
Application methods shall be used which ensure that materials are confined to 
the target area.  Spray tanks containing leftover materials shall not be drained 
on the site to prevent any contamination.  Disposal of pesticides and tank 
rinsing materials shall be within the guidelines established in the State of 
California Food and Agricultural Code or EPA regulations. 

E. Equipment and Methods: Spray equipment shall be in good operating condition, 
quality, and design to efficiently apply materials to the target area.  Drift will be 
minimizing by avoiding high pressure applications and using water soluble drift 
agents. 
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F. Selection of Materials:  Pesticides shall be selected from those materials which 
characteristically shall be used when possible to limit windblown particles.  The 
use of adjuvant will be to increase pesticide efficiency thereby reducing the total 
amount of technical material required to gain control. 

G. Substitutions: Wherever a specific type of material is specified, no substitutions 
shall be allowed without the written consent of the City. Certification of 
Materials: All materials shall be delivered to the site in original unopened 
containers.  Materials shall be subject to inspection by the City. 

H. Licenses and Permits:  The contractor shall obtain necessary permits and 
licenses to comply with the City, County, State or Federal laws for using pest 
control chemicals.  All material use shall be in strict accordance and applied 
within the most current EPA regulations and the California Food and 
Agricultural Code. 

1. The State of California Agricultural Code requires that ALL pesticides 
and/or chemicals may be used only after a written recommendation by 
a State of California Licensed Pest Control Advisor is obtained, with a 
copy forwarded to the City Landscape Division prior to chemical use.  
A recommendation consists of all the applicator should know for an 
accurate and safe usage.  The recommendation must be time and site 
specific. 
 

2. Application of all pesticides shall be made by or under the supervision 
of a person holding a valid license, permit, or certificate issued 
pursuant to Sections11701 and following, and Sections 14151 and 
following, of the California Food and Agriculture Code. Said person or 
company shall be registered to conduct a pest control business in the 
State of California and the County of Riverside during the entire term of 
this Agreement and any extension(s) thereof. 
 

3. In case a Restricted Use Pesticide is recommended, the City must 
have a use permit issued by the County of Riverside Agricultural 
Commissioner. 

 
I. Use Reports:  Contractor shall complete and furnish a pesticide application 

log to be submitted to the City at the monthly walk through. The log shall have 
the following information included: 

1. The pest to be controlled 
2. Method of control 
3. Copies of the product labels 
4. MSDS Sheets 
5. A frequency schedule 
6. A copy of the PCA recommendation 

J. Material Use Reports:  Pesticide applications shall be recorded on the 
maintenance schedule and coordinated with the City’s City.  Material use 



 

34 
Urban Habitat   
 

reports for all pesticides shall be filed with the City no later than the 10th of 
every month for the preceding month. 

K. Plant Material Replacement:  The Contractor will assume responsibility and 
liability of use of chemical controls, and shall be responsible for the 
replacement of any plants, turf, and trees killed or damaged by improper 
chemical applications. 

 

Herbicides 
 

Weeds must be removed monthly. Selective post emergence herbicides shall be 
used to kill weeds without permanent injury to other plants.  Do not proceed with a 
treatment except as recommended by a Pest Control Advisor in writing with a copy 
forwarded to the City prior to treatment. 
 

A. All creeping grasses shall be kept out of shrubs and groundcovers. 
B. The Contractor shall be especially careful if applying chemicals to control 

weeds because of possible damage to the lawn. Before such applications are 
made the turf should be well established and in a vigorous growth condition.  
All chemicals applied will be recorded and coordinated with the City. 

C. Broadleaf weeds in turf shall be removed selectively, without injury to the 
lawn grass other than slight, temporary discoloration. 

D. Grass weeds in lawns shall be controlled with selective post-emergence 
herbicides. Pre-emergent herbicide application shall be required to control 
crabgrass in all turf area.  Scheduling for pre-emergence herbicide controls of 
weedy grass seeds shall be set forth in the FREQUENCY SCHEDULE. 

E. Weeds not killed with herbicides shall be removed manually.  Turf and other 
desirable plants killed by weeds, chemicals, etc., shall be replaced at the 
Contractor’s expense.  All replacements must be made within 7 calendar days 
after receiving notice from the City.  

F. See also WEED CONTROL and PEST CONTROL Sections above. 
 

Insecticides/Fungicides 

 
A. The Contractor shall be responsible for the application of the appropriate 

chemical. 
B. The Contractor shall be responsible for the replacement of any plant, tree or 

turf area, at no cost to the City, if appropriate measures or actions were not 
taken to control and/or eradicate the problem. 

C. The City shall notify the Contractor in writing if the City has knowledge of any 
insect, fungus or disease problems.  Preventive fungicides shall be applied as 
necessary. 
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D. Insecticide and/or fungicide applications shall be recorded on the 
maintenance schedule and coordinated with the City’s City.  See also 
Application of Pesticides-Use Reports above. 

E. Materials used shall be chemicals as approved by the State of California 
Department of Food and Agriculture. 

 

FERTILIZER APPLICATIONS 

 
All landscape areas shall be fertilized at rates and intervals designated in the 
Frequency Schedule at least three (3) times a year for turf fertilization (February, 
June, & October) and two (2) times a year for shrub / ground cover fertilization ( April 
& September).This includes shrubs, ground covers, and turf.  Equipment, labor, and 
fertilizer shall be included in the contract.  Compliance with fertilization specifications 
will be enforced by application inspections and periodic soil analysis.  See also 
LITTER CONTROL/DEBRIS REMOVAL Section below. 
 

A. SHRUBS & GROUND COVERS:  Contractor shall use a balanced fertilizer in 
shrub and ground cover areas as requested in the Frequency Schedule or as 
directed by the City.  The Contractor is to provide the equipment, labor and 
fertilizer as part of this contract. Minimum application of shrub and ground 
cover fertilization two (2) times a year (April & September). 

B. TURF:  Apply fertilizers so as to provide sufficient nitrogen and other basic 
nutrients on a regular basis to keep turf in healthy looking condition or as 
directed by the City.  Fertilizer will be applied as required to maintain 
deep green color.  Type of turf and time of year will determine type of 
fertilizer used.  The frequency of application will greatly depend on amount of 
leaching caused by excess use of water.  The type of fertilizer used and 
frequency applied will be recorded.  Coordinate with City. Minimum 
application of turf fertilizer three (3) times a year (February, June & October). 

LITTER CONTROL / DEBRIS REMOVAL 
 

A. The Contractor shall perform litter removal as outlined in the Frequency 
Schedule and these specifications. 

 

B. The Contractor shall provide a general clean-up operation throughout the 
contracted area on a weekly basis for the purpose of picking up papers, trash 
such as paper, cans, bottle, broken glass, dog droppings and any out-of-place 
or discarded items, hanging or broken tree branches, or other debris which 
may accumulate in the landscape areas, caused by winds or normal 
conditions.  Failure to remove and dispose of debris deposited by winds or 
under normal conditions within 7 days shall result in a $100 Performance 
Deficiency Deduction per site for each day Deficiency remains uncorrected 
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beyond deadline. 
C. The Contractor shall also regularly remove dried plant material, such as: 

fallen leaves, twigs, flowers, and seed pods, and; dried up and/or dead 
portions of trees, shrubs, vines, and ground cover at intervals set forth in the 
Frequency Schedule.  

 
D. Contractor shall remove all debris resulting from Contractor’s maintenance 

operations and dispose of it off-site in a legal manner, at Contractor’s sole 
expense.   Disposal of debris shall not be allowed in any City trashcan, bin or 
City facility (corporate yard or satellite yards) or in any park refuse container 
unless other arrangements have been authorized by the City. Failure to 
remove and dispose of debris generated by Contractor’s maintenance 
operations within twenty-four (24) hours shall result in a $100 Performance 
Deficiency Deduction per site for each day that Deficiency remains 
uncorrected beyond deadline. 
1. No debris will be all allowed to remain at the end of the workday. 
2. All surfaces will be raked or swept after litter and/or weeds are removed. 
3. All grass clippings shall be picked up after each mowing or trimming 

operation.  If mulching mowers are used, all visible clippings must be 
removed in accordance with this specification.  Failure to remove and 
dispose of debris shall result in $100.00 Performance Deficiency 
Deduction per site for each day that Deficiency remains uncorrected 
beyond deadline. 

4. All debris must be separated into green waste, recyclables, and other 
waste to minimize contamination and be disposed of in the appropriate 
locations.  Failure to separate and dispose of debris appropriately shall 
result in $100.00 Performance Deficiency Deduction per occurrence.  
See also GREEN WASTE Section below. 

5. All walkways will be kept clean/clear or debris and plant growth.  Care 
shall be taken not to create unnecessary hazards to foot or wheelchair 
traffic during maintenance operations. 

6. All shrub areas not interplant with ground cover will be raked clean a 
minimum of once a week or as directed by City representative. 

E. Contractor’s operations shall comply with Chapter 13.16 (Stormwater 
Management) of the City’s Municipal Code, including but not limited to 
Section 13.16.120 – Compliance with General Permits, and Section 
13.16.130 – Compliance with Best Management Practices (BMP’s) 
1. Blowing of grass cuttings, debris, plant litter, fertilizers or other chemical 

granules, pellets, or dusts into public streets, gutters, or storm drain 
inlets is a violation of City’s NPDES Permit, and shall result in a $100.00 
Performance Deficiency Deduction per site, per occurrence. 

2. Contractor shall be solely responsible for payment of any fines, or costs 
of any cleanup or enforcement action that may result from Contractor’s 
failure to adhere to this specification. 
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F. The contractor shall provide National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit training for Urban Runoff management to Contractor’s 
employees and subcontractors if any. Failure to provide Urban Runoff 
management training is a violation of Order No. R8-2002-0011, NPDES No. 
CAS 618033 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System NPDES Permit), 
Section XI.I, for each day of which such failure occurs, and shall in addition, 
be a breach of the contract with the City of Coachella (City).  Contractor 
understands and agrees that NPDES Permit violations are grounds for 
enforcement action by the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
State/Regional Water Resources Control Board and the City and may result 
in permit termination (stop work order), civil and criminal fines, and 
termination of contract.  By submitting a proposal, the Contractor certifies 
to the City that he has trained his employees and subcontractors, if any, 
for Urban Runoff Management, and included sufficient sums in his base 
compensation proposal amount to cover such costs of said training. 

 

SIDEWALK / HARDSCAPE AREA CLEANING 
 

Contractor shall maintain and clean any accumulated sand, gravel, grass and plant 
clippings or debris on all sidewalk and hardscape areas within the Landscape 
Maintenance Area boundaries. All surfaces will be raked or swept after litter and/or 
weeds are removed. This shall be performed on a continuous basis. See Frequency 
Schedule. 

 

DRAINAGE FACILITIES 
 

The Contractor shall be responsible for continual inspection of surface drains, V-
ditches, located within the landscaped areas.  Surface drains shall be checked and 
maintained free of obstruction and debris at all times to assure proper drainage.  
Remove any debris or vegetation that might accumulate at the inlet to prevent 
proper flow of water.  See also LITTER CONTROL/DEBRIS REMOVAL Section 
above 

GREEN WASTE 
 

The Contractor shall compost all appropriate green waste removed from City 
landscape areas at an approved facility where green waste is converted to a usable 
soil amendment. If any compost is used in the execution of the landscape 
maintenance contract, it must be from a facility that receives and composts City of 
Coachella green waste. Said products shall be approved by the City or his designee 
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before use. The Contractor shall submit verification of recycling City of Coachella 
green waste as part of the Contractor’s monthly report. 
 

IRRIGATION MAINTENANCE 

 
The controlling factor in the performance of water management within the City 
landscape maintenance area is the application of water to landscape plants at a rate 
that closely matches the demands of plants with little or no runoff. Plant health, 
roadway safety and water conservation are the primary reasons for proper irrigation 
maintenance. Contractor shall maintain strict adherence to specification 
requirements. The format for inspection and repairs are as follows: 

 
A. The entire irrigation system, including all components beginning at the meter 

shall be maintained in an operational state at all times, if LLMD budget allows 
(City will notify). This coverage shall include, but not be limited to: all City-owned 
valves, backflow devices, piping, electrical wiring, heads, emitters, filters, and 
pumps. 

B. All irrigation systems shall be tested based upon the following schedule: October 
1 to April 30 – every two weeks, and weekly from May 1 to September 30. 
Contractor shall include irrigation testing in the monthly and yearly schedule. All 
irrigation checks will include irrigation controller operation. 

C. All systems shall be kept in adjustment to ensure proper coverage, and 
prevention of excessive run-off or erosion. Adjustments shall include, but not be 
limited to: actual head adjustment, cleaning and flushing of lines, heads, and filter 
screens as well as obstructions within these components.  Costs for adjustments 
shall be included in the contractual costs for operation and maintenance of the 
irrigation system. 

D. All damage resulting from the Contractor’s maintenance operations including but 
not limited to: the Contractor’s failure to properly maintain the system, shall be 
repaired or replaced prior to the end of the work day or as directed by City 
Engineer or his designee at the Contractor's expense. 

E. Repairs to the irrigation system shall be divided into two categories as follows: 
1. Minor repairs shall include but not be limited to: any piping under 2” in 

diameter, all lateral lines regardless of size, risers, exposed electrical 
connections, washers, seals, adjusting pins, and repair or replacement 
of emitters or sprinkler heads of ½” inlet size or less. The cost for minor 
repair labor and materials shall be included in the contractual costs for 
operation and maintenance of the irrigation system.  In the case of 
minor repairs due to acts of vandalism or third parties, Contractor may 
charge for necessary materials at Contractor’s cost plus 15%, per 
SPECIFIC TERMS & CONDITIONS - EXTRA WORK, Subsection 
1.E.  
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2. Major repairs shall include all mainline pipe regardless of size,  
controllers, backflow and pressure regulators, mainline control wires, 
valves, solenoids and diaphragms, all sprinkler heads of ¾” inlet size 
and bigger. The cost for labor and materials for major repairs shall be 
considered Extra Work above and beyond the contract. 
 

F. Contractor shall make minor repairs to the irrigation system within twenty-four 
(24) hours of noticing, or receiving notification of, conditions in need of correction.  
When Contractor discovers, or is notified of major irrigation damage during 
normal business hours, the Contractor will submit an estimate form showing 
approximate material costs and not-to-exceed costs for labor. This form shall be 
signed by the City Engineer or his designee and shall serve as written approval.  
Repairs to damage discovered or reported outside of normal business 
hours/days, shall be repaired within eight (8) hours of discovery/notification, and 
a written estimate submitted at the start of the next business day.  Failure to 
repair irrigation systems within time frames specified above shall result in a $100 
Performance Deficiency Deduction per site for each day that Deficiency 
remains uncorrected beyond deadline. 

 
G. Repairs or replacements to the irrigation system shall be made with like parts. No 

substitutions shall be allowed without written approval of the City. 
H. Prior to commencement of the contract, the City Engineer or his designee and 

the Contractor will perform an irrigation inspection.  After a specified time frame 
for corrections the irrigation system will be turned over to the Contractor for 
contract maintenance.  See also MANDATORY INITIAL INSPECTION Section 
above. 

I. The City will perform routine inspections of the irrigation system to ensure 
accuracy of the Contractor's inspection reports. If discrepancies are found, the 
City shall construe this as a performance deficiency and implement payment 
reduction as specified in the section pertaining to Performance Deficiencies 
Deductions from payment. 

J. The City reserves the right to supply any or all parts for irrigation repairs. 
K. The Contractor shall return irrigation parts that have been replaced due to 

damage or malfunction to the City Engineer or his designee. 
L. The Contractor is responsible for adjusting sprinkler heads and valve boxes to a 

level that will prevent damage by maintenance equipment or pedestrian traffic. 
Damage caused by improper height adjustment will be repaired by the Contractor 
at no cost to the City .The Contractor shall be responsible for all damage done to 
irrigation components as well as any plant material affected by Contractors 
personnel or equipment during maintenance operations. 

M. The Contractor shall provide personnel fully trained in all phases of irrigation 
operation, adjustments and repairs for irrigation systems used in the City 
landscape maintenance area. The Contractor shall provide personnel capable of 
communicating with City representatives at a proficient level of English. 
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N. All controller scheduling and operations are the responsibility of the Contractor, 
including but not limited to seasonal adjustment of run day and run time 
schedules. 

 
 
 

Water Management 
 

All designated landscape areas shall at all times receive irrigation in amounts 
adequate to promote normal, healthy growth of plant material.  Contractor shall be 
responsible for delivery of water by means of automatic or manually operated 
irrigation sprinkler systems, quick couplers, hose bibbs, or water tank, as specific 
site and/or weather conditions require. 
 

Water Management Requirements are as follows: 
A. All systems shall be adjusted weekly and as needed to maintain healthy plant 

material and water conservation. 
B. All program changes shall be recorded on the irrigation schedule. 
C. Contractor shall submit a report of irrigation system maintenance and 

management monthly for each of the landscape areas under this contract.  
Said report shall be included with Contractor’s monthly maintenance report.  
See also SPECIFIC TERMS & CONDITIONS – CONTRACTOR’S WORK 
SCHEDULES, Subsection B.3.  

D. Controller program is to be sufficient to maintain a healthy landscape without 
excessive water use. 

E. Contractor shall manually operate automatic irrigation systems rendered 
inoperable for any reason in a manner that supports normal, healthy growth of 
plant material.  Costs for such extraordinary operation shall be included in the 
contractual costs for operation and maintenance of the irrigation system. 

F. Controller programs shall incorporate the following conditions: 
a. Meet City water management requirements per Municipal Code Chapter 

13.04 – Water Service Systems.  
b. Avoid weekend water when possible. 
c. Maximize repeat operations (where and when possible). 
d. Minimize station run times. 
e. Reflect actual evapotranspiration (E.T.) requirements. 
f. Reflect actual requirements of soil and plants. 
g. Eliminate runoff onto streets, sidewalks, and other non-target areas. 
h. Deep Soaking shall be defined as the application of sufficient quantities 

of water to maintain reasonable health vigor of plants.  Quantities of 
water shall be sufficient to allow for deep water penetration and 
encouragement of deep rooting of the plants. 

i. Provide sufficient time for soil to dry out between irrigations. 
j. Maximum community use of City property. 
k. Reference Coachella Valley Water Districts(CVWD) watering guidelines 
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EXTRA WORK 
 

During the course of the contract period, additional services, labor and materials, 
beyond those specified in the contract may be required and performed on a time and 
material or unit price basis. Such work will be billed according to the Extra Work 
pricing schedule provided as part of this contract. The Contractor may notify the City 
of the need for Extra Work and/or the City may request Extra Work. The City will 
issue a Work Request upon which the Contractor will provide estimated labor, 
material and/or unit price costs. The Contractor must have a signed work order from 
the City Engineer or his designee before beginning work. 
 
The Contractor shall provide twenty-four- (24) hour emergency service, with prompt 
correction or mitigation of emergency damage when notified of an occurrence. An 
emergency that is causing a hazard to the public or property must be responded to 
within one (2) hours. Failure to do so may result in monetary deductions from the 
monthly billing. Work should be limited to the level required to mitigate an 
emergency and further repairs shall be completed during normal working hours. 
Extra work will be a separate item from normal contractual duties. The Contractor is 
expected to complete the contractual duties as specified on schedule and extra work 
shall not interfere with or delay these duties. 

1. In the event the Contractor is required by the City and agrees to perform extra 
work, the following procedure shall govern such work as well as the 
Greenbook Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction 2006 
Edition Section 3-3: 
A. Work will be executed under the direction of the Contractor’s maintenance 

supervisor on a time and materials basis or an agreed lump sum price 
depending on the nature of the work. 

B. When required by the City Representative, a written estimate of cost will 
be submitted for approval and issuance of a purchase order prior to work 
being done.  The Contractor shall maintain records sufficient to distinguish 
the direct cost of said extra work from cost of other operations.  The 
Contractor shall furnish reports of extra work on forms furnished by the 
contractor, itemizing all costs for labor, materials, and equipment.  The 
report shall include hours worked.  The following procedure will govern 
such extra work: 

C. City will issue work request for such extra work to be performed. 
D. Extra work may include, but is not limited to, the following: 

a. Changing Light Fixtures 
b. Changing light bulbs 
c. Installing hardware 
d. Repairs due to vandalism – Material Cost Only for Minor Irrigation 

Repairs – See IRRIGATION MAINTENANCE, Subsection E.1. 
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E. Material cost shall be actual cost not to exceed 15% for the handling of 
materials purchased by the Contractor and used for the extra work.  

Extra work must be approved by the City in writing. 
 
 

GUARANTEE AND / OR REPLACEMENT POLICY 

All new plant material and irrigation installation shall be guaranteed for a period of 
one calendar year except due to “Acts of God, “i.e., damage or death of plant 
material due to wind or storm, or vandalism, theft, or other willful acts over which the 
maintenance contractor has no control.  Existing plants shall be replaced by 
Contractor if they die due to Contractor’s negligence. 
 
 
 
 
Landscape District Map 
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EXHIBIT “B” 

SCHEDULE OF MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

REFER TO SUBMITTED RFP DOCUMENTS 
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EXHIBIT “C” 

COMPENSATION 

REFER TO SUBMITTED RFP DOCUMENTS 

PERFORMANCE BONDS ARE NOT NECESSARY FOR THE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
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