RESOLUTION NO. PC2025-15

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COACHELLA PLANNING
COMMISSION APPROVING ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW NO. 24-08 (AR 24-
08) FOR THE REDESIGN AND RECONSTURCTION OF A 10,804 SF
COACHELLA LIBRARY ANNEX BUILDING LOCATED AT 1538 7™
STREET (APN 778-104-004) AND DETERMINING THAT THE PROPOSED
PROJECT IS CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT FROM ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW PURSUANT TO SECTION 15303 (NEW CONSTRUCTION OR
CONVERSION OF SMALL STRUCTURES) OF THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) GUIDELINES. CITY OF
COACHELLA (APPLICANT).

WHEREAS the City of Coachella filed an application for Architectural Review (AR 24-
08) and environmental review to allow for the redesign and reconstruction of the existing library
annex building located at 1538 7' Street (Assessor’s Parcel No. 778-104-004); and,

WHEREAS, the Project is permitted pursuant to Chapter 17.72 of the Coachella
Municipal Code, and the attendant applications for Architectural Review 24-08 to allow the
Project; and,

WHEREAS the proposed use is necessary or desirable for the development of the
community, is consistent with the objectives of the City’s General Plan, and is not detrimental
to the existing uses or the uses specifically permitted in the zone in which the proposed use is to
be located; and,

WHEREAS the proposed site is adequate in size and shape to accommodate the
proposed development; and,

WHEREAS the site for the proposed conditional use relates properly to streets which
are designed to carry the type and quantity of traffic to be generated by the proposed use; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act, as amended; and,

WHEREAS the conditions as stipulated by the City are necessary to protect the public
health, safety and welfare of the community; and

WHEREAS the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing on
Architectural Review (AR 24-08) on September 3, 2025 at the Council Chambers, 1515 Sixth
Street, Coachella, California regarding the proposed project; and

WHEREAS the Applicant and members of the public were present and were afforded
an opportunity to testify regarding the Project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission of the City
of Coachella, California hereby approve Architectural Review (AR 24-08) with the findings listed
below and subject to the Conditions of Approval for the Coachella Library Annex Project



contained in “Exhibit A” and made a part herein.

Section 1. Incorporation of Recitals. The Planning Commission hereby finds that all of the facts
in the Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated and adopted as findings of the Planning
Commission as fully set forth in this resolution.

Section 2. CEQA Findings. The Planning Commission has independently reviewed the Notice
of Exemption and the administrative record for the Proposed Use, including all oral and written
comments received during the public hearing, the staff report, and all attachments thereto, which
are all incorporated herein by reference and are on file with the Development Services
Department for the City of Coachella, and the Planning Commission finds that:

The City of Coachella, as Lead Agency, has reviewed the Project pursuant to: 1) CEQA
Guidelines Section 15002(k) — General Concepts, outlining the three-step process for determining
which document to prepare for a project subject to CEQA; and 2) CEQA Guidelines Section
15061 — Review for Exemption, which provides procedures for determining if a project is exempt
from CEQA. It can be seen with certainty that implementing the Project would not cause a
significant adverse effect on the environment because the Project will involve the demolition of
the existing 7,700 sq. ft. building and the construction of an approximately 10,804 sq. ft. library
annex facility. The site does not serve as a viable habitat for wildlife, entails installation of small
new equipment and facilities in small structures and is consistent with the City of Coachella’s
General Plan land use and zoning designation, and can be adequately served by existing utilities
and public services. Therefore, the project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15303 — New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures. Further, there
IS no substantial evidence indicating that any of the exceptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15300.2 — Exceptions apply to the project.

Section 3. Architectural Review Findings.

1. The Architectural Review is consistent with the goals, objectives, policies, and
implementation measures of the Coachella General Plan 2035. The site has a Public
Facilities land use designation that allows for a wide range of public uses which
include libraries, community centers, and similar uses. The proposed uses on the site
are in keeping with the policies of the Public Facilities land use classification and the
Project is internally consistent with other General Plan policies for this type of
development. The Project is in compliance with the applicable land use regulations
and development standards of the City’s Zoning Code. The site plan for AR 24-08
proposes the redesign and reconstruction of a new 10,159 square foot library annex
building that includes upgraded facilities and expansion of public programs. Exterior
improvements will preserve some architectural features of the existing building, while
incorporating contemporary design elements.

2. Every use, development of land and application of architectural guidelines and development
standards shall be considered on the basis of the suitability of the site for a particular use or
development intended, and the total development, including the prescribed development
standards, shall be so arranged as to avoid traffic congestion, ensure the protection of public
health, safety and general welfare, prevent adverse effects on neighboring property and shall
be in accord with all elements of the general plan. The Project site is within the Public



Facilities land use designation of the City’s General Plan. The proposed uses are compatible
with existing adjacent and proposed land uses.

3. The Project will be compatible with neighboring properties with respect to land development
patterns and application of architectural treatments. The plans submitted for this Project
proposes the construction of a new 10,804 sg. ft. library annex building that will include a
community room, art classrooms and labs, and a service hub and circulation center.

4. The City has determined that the project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15303 New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures
of the CEQA guidelines that provides an exemption for developments of new, small facilities
or structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures. AR 24-08
meets the criteria for Section 15303-Class 3 CEQA exemption.

Section 4. Planning Commission Approval. Based on the foregoing, the Planning
Commission hereby CONDITIONALLY APPROVES the Architectural Review application
(AR 24-08) and finds that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15303 — New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures. The Applicant shall
demonstrate compliance with ALL Conditions of Approval, as set forth in “Exhibit A” of this
Resolution. Failure to demonstrate compliance with these conditions of approval may result in
the delay of the Proposed Use or the rescinding of the City of Coachella’s architectural review
permit approval. Where the term “Applicant” is used in any condition of approval, this term
shall also apply to the Property Owner, any developer, or any successor in the interest of the
Applicant. It is the Applicant’s or Applicant’s successor in interest responsibility to fully
comply with the conditions of approval unless subsequently modified in accordance with the
City’s required processes and procedures.




PASSED APPROVED and ADOPTED this 3™ day of September 2025.

Isela Murillo, Chairperson
Coachella Planning Commission

ATTEST:

Kendra Reif
Planning Commission Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Best, Best, and Krieger
City Attorney



STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ) SS.
CITY OF COACHELLA )

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. PC2025-15, was duly adopted
at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Coachella, California, held
on the 3" day of September 2025, by the following roll call vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Kendra Reif
Planning Commission Secretary



