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Children in our Valley face barriers no child 
should have to navigate alone.

1 in 6 42.7% 21.5%
of children age 3+ 

have received one or 
more mental health 

diagnoses

of children live at or 
below the Federal 

Poverty Line

children
 face hunger

Families with children are the fastest-growing segment of those 
experiencing homelessness in the Coachella Valley. 

2025 HARC Coachella Valley Community Health Survey



We Show Up for Children.
We Start Early, and We Stay.

• Select children who face multiple systemic 
obstacles, 4-6 years of age.

• Commit to each child for the long term. 12+ 
years, no matter what. 

• Each child is paired with a paid professional 
mentor, a “Friend”.

• Each Friend spends 4 hours every week 1:1 
with youth, kindergarten through high 
school graduation.



4 Hours Every Week. 12+ Years No Matter What



SEED FUNDING

18 couples and individuals contributed to 

the $1.5M seed funding goal, and the 

next steps are to enroll and serve cohorts 

of 24 children and caregivers. 

There is a great opportunity, momentum, 

and interest to build towards annual 

events where we bring together multi-

chapter funders and network leaders and 

have a crossover in the Coachella Valley.

In the Classroom, in the Community, and with Caregivers



In Partnership with Two School Districts

24 children selected 2024 – 2025 
24 children selected 2025 – 2026

Currently serving 48 
Children and their Families 

School Partnerships



Paid Professional Mentors "Friends"

Cohort Two

Cohort One



$1 = $7
The Harvard Business School 

Association of Oregon said that for 

every $1 invested in Friends of the 

Children, the community benefits over 

$7 in saved social costs. 

Helping one child saves the community 

$900,000 in social costs. 

Our Model Makes Economic Sense



92%

Outcomes from our proven national model

Local Impact Since 2024

48
children enrolled in a 12+ year 

relationship with a Friend

98%14,976

What’s Possible with a Friend

one-to-one mentoring hours 
invested to date

of teachers and caregivers 
report significant milestones 

achieved with children 
enrolled

of youth pursue education, 
service, or employment

93% 98%
of youth avoid juvenile justice 

system involvement
of youth wait to parent until 

after their teen years
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University of California, Riverside
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Treasurer

Founder of 

Gary Levingston Productions

Board of Directors

KENNETH CHURCHILL

Board Chair

Entrepreneur
Founder, West Coast Cannabis Club

ERIC CUNNINGHAM
Lead Organizer

TEDxRanchoMirage

DR. ANGELA RANDOLPH

Vice Chair

Director of State and Federal Programs

Desert Sands Unified School District

JOE SMITH
Retired Television Broadcaster
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Staff Attorney

Starting Over, Inc.
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Founder and Executive Director
SpeakHeart Alliance
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Chief Officer of Development and Sustainability, 

Friends of the Children National



Thank You!

9

@friendscoachellavalley
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