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pgSummitt'99 gives local growers insight
on future of agriculture in Coachella Valley
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More than 200 ranch era,

farmers and other cmumm~ity
members associated with agri-
culture turned out for the first-

ever AgSummit'99 conference

held on Nov. 23 at Anthony

Vmeyards in Coachella.

AgSummitt'99 was a wllabo-

ration of a number oC Coachella-
based agricultural businesses

and the Coachella Chamber of

Commerce. Attendees of the

conference were given the op-

portunity to learn about the Ms-

tary of agriculture, thefuttue of

agriculture in the valley and al-

so had the opportwdLy to parlic-
ipafe in a roundtable discussion

with other industry leaders. Al-

so in attendance at the confer-

ence was State Senator David

Kelley who delivered the

Keynote Address.

Agriculture ie probably the

most efficient industry there is.

In California alone, we rank ae

the largest m the nation," Kelley
said. "We've became so efficient,

we've created some problems far

ourselves in a sense that the

technology we have has become

so advanced, that if ranchers or

farmers dun'L keep up with iL,

they might Find themselves out

of business "

Kelley, who is a third 6enera-

Lion citrus grower in Hemel and

the only rancher in the state

senate, said agriculture from

California alone supplies more

than 60 percent of the world

with fruits and vegetables.
Kelley explained that one of

the reasons why California is

one of the agricultural leaders is

because of affordability Howev-

er, due to new laws which are

sated to be passed sometime in

2001, Kelley fears that many of

the smaller ranchers and farm-

ers in the state may be phased
out of business.

One of the biggest issues fac-

ing our industry is the fact that

many of the pesticides we use

are being phased out. Certain

pesticides are needed because

they help us keep the wets down

to the consumer," added Kelley.

The pesticide Kelley alluded

to is methyl bromide. Methyl
Bromide is primarily used on

Cruit trees and vegetables to

ward oflb:u'ious bugs and Cun-

Rvses.
Chat's one of the main peaLr

tides that gruwm's depend on

and we're going W have to Lry Lo

came up with an alternative so

we can continue providing quali-
ty produce which is also afford-

able at the same time," Kelley

Another major issue Cacing
the agricultural industry is wa-

ter availability Kelley explained
that the Creed now is to transfer

water from rural areas Lo majm~

metropolitan. areas.

As the population grows, so

do our water demands, and as

growers we need to do all we can

to ensure that there's enough
water available for our crops,"
Kelley emphasized. '"fhe water

we now receive tram the Col-

orado River is our life blood to

the eastern Coachella Valley We

See AG SUMMIT/page 2

Mark Simmons/Intlio Post

AgSummltt'99: Audience members listen as Senator David Kelley speaks at last week's Ag-

Summitt'99 held In Coachella. More than 200 members of the community were on hand for the

annual conference at Anthony Vineyards.
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Jsky ( left), a Chippewa Cree of

Kimple, a Comanche from Alame-

Ig Grand Entry at the Powwow

of Mission Indians in Indio. The

s fancy dress category at the three-

Judith Salkln/ Intlio Pos

lancers infancy dress and shawl

center grounds during the Grand

Powwow hostetl by the Cabazon

ndio. The 13th semi-annual drew

the U.S. and Canada.


