
RESOLUTION NO. PC2024-27 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

CITY OF COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING ZONING 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 24-02 RECOMMENDING TO 

THE CITY COUNCIL AMENDMENTS TO COACHELLA 

MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17, ZONING, AMENDING CHAPTERS 

17.11, 17.13, 17.14, 17.15, 17.16, 17.24, 17.26, 17.28, 17.30, 17.38, 17.60, 

17.70, 17.72, 17.76, AND 17.77 TO AMEND ZONING DISTRICT 

PERMITTED USES, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS.  CITY-INITIATED. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted to the City of Coachella (“City”) by 

Article XI, Section 7 of the California Constitution, the City has the police power to 

regulate the use of land and property within the City in a manner designed to promote 

public convenience and general prosperity, as well as public health, welfare, and safety; 

and, 

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance would amend Title 17 (Zoning) to streamline 

the development review process, create more flexibility in development standards, 

implement the General Plan and modify Zoning Ordinance to address new changes 

required by State Law.  

WHEREAS, based on that analysis, the Planning Commission recommends to the 

City Council that the phase 2 code streamline amendments are exempt from further review 

of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it is an administrative 

activity which will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change 

to the environment and is not a "project" as defined by section 15378 pursuant to State 

CEQA Guidelines 15060(c)(2 and 3) and 15061(b)(3). The Ordinance will not result in any 

increase in the intensity or density of any land use above what is currently allowed in the 

Coachella General Plan 2035 and the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2024 the Planning Commission held a duly noticed 

public hearing to review the project, as modified and the related environmental documents, 

at which time during the hearing members of the public were given an opportunity to testify 

regarding the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, after said public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended 

that the City Council approve this Ordinance. 

 NOW THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  Incorporation of Recitals. The Planning Commission of the City 

of Coachella, California, hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true and correct and 

are incorporated herein as substantive findings of this Resolution. 
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SECTION 2.  Recommendation to City Council. Based on the entire record 

before the Planning Commission, all written and oral evidence presented to the Planning 

Commission, and the findings made in the staff report and this Resolution, the Planning 

Commission of the City of Coachella hereby recommends that the City Council adopt an 

Ordinance entitled: “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTERS 17.11, 17.13, 17.14, 17.15, 

17.16, 17.24, 17.26, 17.28, 17.30, 17.38, 17.60, 17.70, 17.72, 17.76 AND 17.77 TO 

AMEND ZONING DISTRICT PERMITTED USES, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

AND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS.  CITY-INITIATED,” which is attached 

hereto as Exhibit “A.”  

 

SECTION 3.  Findings. The Planning Commission finds that the amendments to 

the Coachella Municipal Code proposed by the above referenced ordinance are consistent 

with and implement the goals and policies of all elements of the General Plan and exercise 

the City’s land use powers to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public.  

 

The Planning Commission also finds that the proposed amendments to the 

Coachella Municipal Code would not be detrimental to the public interest, health, safety, 

convenience, or welfare of the City in that they will establish appropriate uses and 

development standards as envisioned by the General Plan 2023.  Furthermore, the Phase 2 

Streamline Code Amendments are consistent with the following General Plan Policies: 

 

 Land Use and Community Character Policy 2.3 Urban Design and Identity. 

Recognize the City can differentiate itself from other Coachella Valley cities through 

urban design practices such as the development of complete neighborhoods, 

preservation of agriculture and open space, pedestrian-oriented design and sustainable 

development practices.  The Phase 2 streamline code amendments establishes design 

standards that ensure quality architectural and landscape design for single family 

residential and commercial projects.  The amendments ensure quality public realm 

design that encourages pedestrian activity. 

 

 Land Use and Community Character Policy 2.5 High quality construction and 

architecture. Require high-quality and long-lasting building materials on all new 

development projects in the City. Encourage innovative and quality architecture in the 

City with all new public and private projects.  The Phase 2 streamline code amendments 

established building modulation, fenestration, and architectural accent standards that 

ensure quality architecture for multi-family residential and mixed-use projects. 

 

 Land Use and Community Character Policy 2.7 Climate-appropriate design. 

Require architecture, building materials and landscape design to respect and relate to 

the local climate, topography, history, and building practices.  The Phase 2 streamline 

code amendments requires residential and commercial projects to plan for energy 

efficiency and heat island reduction strategies. 

 

 Sustainability and Natural Environment Goal 5 Agricultural Preservation.  The 

Phase 2 streamline code amendments ensure existing commercial agricultural uses are 



Resolution No. PC 2024-27 

Page 3 

 

permitted uses rather than nonconforming uses.  The residential estate zone 

amendments incentivize property owners to preserve agriculture with new 

conditionally permitted lodging uses that ensure that agriculture can be preserved in a 

way that is economically viable. 

 

The Planning Commission also finds that the proposed amendments to the 

Coachella Municipal Code are internally consistent with other applicable provisions of this 

Zoning Code. 

 

SECTION 4.  CEQA. The Planning Commission finds that proposed based on that 

analysis, that the draft Phase 2 Streamline Code Amendments are exempt from further 

review of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it is an administrative 

activity which will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change 

to the environment and is not a "project" as defined by section 15378 pursuant to State 

CEQA Guidelines 15060(c)(2 and 3) and 15061(b)(3). The Ordinance will not result in any 

increase in the intensity or density of any land use above what is currently allowed in the 

Coachella General Plan 2035 and the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

 SECTION 5. Certification. The Secretary shall certify to the adoption of this 

Resolution. 

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the members of the City of Coachella Planning 

Commission on this 20th day of November, 2024. 

  

 

 

            __________________________                                                 

Jason Hernandez,  

Planning Commission Chair 

 

         

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

________________________________________                                              

Gabriel Perez, Planning Commission Secretary 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 ______________________________________                                              

 Carlos Campos, City Attorney



 I, Gabriel Perez, Planning Secretary, City of Coachella, California, certify that the 

foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Planning Commission at a regular meeting of the 

Planning Commission held on the 20th day of November, 2024, and was adopted by the 

following vote: 

          

 AYES: 

 

 NOES: 

 

 ABSENT: 

 

 ABSTAIN: 

 

 

       _____________________________                                         

     Gabriel Perez 

                                                            Planning Commission Secretary 

 

 

 

 


