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February 5, 2024 Sent Via Email ONLY 
amoreno@coachella.org 

 
Adrian Moreno, Associate Planner 
City of Coachella, Development Services 
53990 Enterprise Way 
Coachella, ca, 92236 
 
 
RE:  AR No. 16-03 (Modification), CUP 266, TTM 37040, EA 16-01 Coachella Vineyards 

(Modification) 
 
 
Mr. Moreno,  
 
This is in response to your request for comments on the above referenced project and its effect 
on public schools.  
 
Please be advised, all actions toward residential and commercial development will result in an 
impact on our school system. The District’s ability to meet the educational needs of the public 
with new schools has been seriously impaired in recent years by local, state, and federal budgets 
that have an impact on the financing of new schools. 
 
As you are aware, there is a school mitigation fee that is currently collected on all new 
development at the time building permits are issued. 
 
Please feel free to call me if you have further questions. 
 
 
  
Best Regards, 
 
 
PATRICK CISNEROS 
Director, Facilities Services 
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Vineyards(Modifications).docx   
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Office of the County Fire Marshal (East) 
77-933 Las Montañas Rd., Ste. #201, Palm Desert, CA  92211-4131  

 Phone (760) 863-8886  Fax (760) 863-7072 

www.rvcfire.org 
 

Proudly serving  the 

unincorporated areas 

of riverside county 

and the cities of: 

 

 

Banning 

 

Beaumont 

 

Coachella 

 

Desert Hot Springs 

 

Eastvale 

 

Indian Wells 

 

Indio 

 

Jurupa Valley 

 

Lake Elsinore 

 

La Quinta 

 

Menifee 

 

Moreno Valley 

 

Norco 

 

Palm Desert 

 

Perris 

 

Rancho Mirage 

 

Rubidoux CSD 

 

San Jacinto 

 

Temecula 

 

Wildomar 

 

 

 

BOARD OF  

SUPERVISORS: 

 

Kevin Jeffries 

 District 1 

 

Karen speigel

 District 2 

 

CHARLES WASHINGTON 

 District 3 

 

V. MANUEL PEREZ 

 District 4 

 

Yxstian Gutierrez

 District 5 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Planning Case Conditions 
 

Date: 2/15/2024 
City Case Number: AR No. 16-03, CUP 266, TTM 37040, EA 16-01 (Modifications) 
Project Name: Coachella Vineyards - Ozara 
Planner: Adrian Moreno 
Reviewed By: SFM Kohl Hetrick 
Fire Department Permit Number: FPCUP1800019 / FPEAC1800001 
 
It is the responsibility of the recipient of these Fire Department comments to 
forward them to all interested parties.  The permit number (as it is noted above) is 
required on all correspondence. 
 
Additional information is available at our website:  www.rvcfire.org  
 
Questions should be directed to the Riverside County Fire Department, Office of the 
Fire Marshal at 77933 Las Montañas Suite 201, Palm Desert, CA 92211 (760) 863-
8886. 
 
OFM Review of CUP 266, TTm37040, EA 16-01, AR No. 16-03 (Modifications):  
The modifications and historical Fire Conditioning has been reviewed for 
compliance. Corrections to some of the details is required prior to Fire Clearance 
and Final Conditioning.  

1) Fire Apparatus Access Roads shall provide a minimum clear width of 24-feet 
FL to FL. Conceptual Grading Plans showed some areas at 22-feet.  

2) Landscaping impacts observed:  
a. Landscaping and tree installations adjacent to Fire Apparatus Access 

Roads shall be placed so that at mature growth, plant material does 
not impact the minimum clear width of the roadway of 24-feet and 
the clear height requirement of 13'-6". Not simply a matter of tree 
trimming maintenance.  

b. Landscaping shall provide a minimum 36-inch radius and 36-inch-
wide unobstructed traversable path to all fire protection equipment 
(Hydrants, BF, OS&Y, PIV, FDC, etc). *Notation and detail will suffice.  

3) Hotel High Rise: Identify the location of the required Fire Command Control 
Room as detailed in CFC Section 508 as amended by Coachella Municipal 
Code. Ordinance amendments:  

a. K. FIRE COMMAND CENTER.  
i. 1. Section 508.1 of the California Fire Code is deleted in its 

entirety and replaced with the following: 508.1 General. 
Where required by other sections of this code and in all 
buildings classified as high-rise buildings by the California 
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Riverside County Fire Department – Office of the County Fire Marshal 
Planning Case Conditions - Page 2 

 
Building Code, in buildings greater than 300,000 square feet in 
area and in Group I-2 occupancies having occupied floors 
located more than 75 feet above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access, a fire command center for fire 
department operations shall be provided and comply with 
Sections 508.1.1 through 508.1.8.  

ii. 2. Section 508.1.1 of the California Fire Code is deleted in its 
entirety and replaced with the following: 508.1.1 Location and 
access. The fire command center shall be located adjacent to 
the main lobby and shall be accessible from fire department 
vehicular access or as approved by the fire code official. The 
room shall have direct access from the building exterior at the 
lowest level of fire department access.  

iii. 3. Section 508.1.3 of the California Fire Code is amended to 
add the following: Exception: A fire command center solely 
required because a building is greater than 300,000 square 
feet in area shall be a minimum of 96 square feet (9 m2) with 
a minimum dimension of 8 feet (2438mm).  

iv. 4. Section 508.1.6 of the California Fire Code is amended to 
add the following: Exception: A fire command center solely 
required because a building is greater than 300,000 square 
feet in area shall comply with NFPA 72 and contain the 
features set forth in Section 508.1.6 subsections 5, 8, 10, 12, 
13 and 14. The features set forth in Section 508.1.6 
subsections 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 shall be 
required when such building contains systems or functions 
related to these features.  

v. 5. A new Section 508.1.8 is added to Section 508 of the 
California Fire Code to read as follows: 508.1.8 Fire command 
center identification. The fire command center shall be 
identified by a permanent easily visible sign stating “Fire Dept. 
Command Center,” located on the door to the fire command 
center. (4) In the northeast corner of the project is identified 
an Emergency Vehicle Access Only element. Identify if gate 
secured. *Shall provide for free egress of guests/resident 
vehicles. May restrict for only Fire/Emergency Access. 

4) Provide an updated “Will Serve” letter from the responsible Water Utility 
provider identifying that they will provide a minimum fire flow to the project 
sight in the amount of 4,000 gallons-per-minute at a minimum residual water 
pressure of 20-psi for a minimum duration of 4-hours of that flow. If the 
water utility is not able to provide this amount of fire flow, pressure or 
duration – they should identify the capability of the water services that they 
can provide.  

a. Regional water supply pressures have been observed to be of low 
pressure/flow. On-site water storage and fire pumping may be 
required. 
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Riverside County Fire Department – Office of the County Fire Marshal 
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5) Historical Fire Planning Conditioning for the Environmental Impacts of this 

project does not appear to have been captured in the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. Communication and discussion with the assigned Division Chief 
and the Fire Planning Division is required to verify continued impacts and any 
mitigations. The existing comments to these impacts are: 

a. ADVERSE IMPACTS: The proposed project will have a cumulative 
adverse impact on the Fire Department's ability to provide an 
acceptable level of service.  These impacts include an increased 
number of emergency and public service calls due to the increased 
presence of structures, traffic and population. The project 
proponents/developers will be expected to provide for a proportional 
mitigation to these impacts via capital improvements and/or impact 
fees. 

b. STRATEGIC PLANNING: The proposed project will contribute to a 
cumulative adverse impact on the Fire Department's ability to 
provide an acceptable level of service. These impacts include a rising 
number of emergency and public service calls due to the increased 
presence of structures, traffic and population. This project is situated 
in a location outside the service area of the existing City of Coachella 
fire station and will not have acceptable response times from that 
facility.  Currently the closest fire station serving this area is FS 87 in 
the City of Indio which would not provide an acceptable response 
time to this facility.  Therefore, an additional fire station with engine 
and crew is required to serve the area and will be needed prior to 
occupancy.  As a part of the City’s fire protection contract, it has a 
cost share agreement for the services of an Aerial Ladder Truck. This 
will assist in providing the enhanced service requirements that a hi-
rise structure needs.  Specific to the capital equipment needs, it is 
recommended that the City and project proponent discuss the 
funding needs of the fire department Aerial Ladder Truck which will 
service this high-rise structure, in anticipation of its scheduled 
replacement.  While Developmental Impact Fees (DIF) might assist in 
the one-time mitigation for capital projects, considering ongoing 
governmental funding challenges, we encourage our administrative 
staff and legislative bodies to review and determine if mitigations are 
necessary for ongoing fiscal impacts to our operational services.  If 
not already in place, we recommend that a Transient Occupancy Tax 
be put into initiated to help offset the costs of operational impacts. 

  
 

Should you have any questions, or if some items are unclear, please phone our office at 
760-863-8886 and speak with Supervising Fire Marshal Kohl Hetrick to assist you with 
these conditions. 
 
Kohl Hetrick 
Supervising Fire Marshal / Office of the County Fire Marshal   
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Riverside County Fire Department 
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