ORDINANCE NO. 1220

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING
COACHELLA MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17, ZONING,
AMENDING CHAPTERS 17.11, 17.13, 17.14, 17.15, 17.16,
17.24,17.26, 17.28, 17.30, 17.38, 17.60, 17.70, 17.72, 17.76, AND
17.77 TO AMEND ZONING DISTRICT PERMITTED USES,
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND DEVELOPMENT
REVIEW PROCESS. CITY-INITIATED.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted to the City of Coachella (“City”) by Article
XI, Section 7 of the California Constitution, the City has the police power to regulate the use of
land and property within the City in a manner designed to promote public convenience and general
prosperity, as well as public health, welfare, and safety; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance would amend Title 17 (Zoning) to streamline the
development review process, create more flexibility in development standards, implement the
General Plan and modify Zoning Ordinance to address new changes required by State Law; and

WHEREAS, based on that analysis, the City Council finds that the Objective Design
Standards are exempt from further review of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
because it is an administrative activity which will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable
indirect physical change to the environment and is not a "project” as defined by section 15378
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 15060(c)(2 and 3) and 15061(b)(3). The Ordinance will not
result in any increase in the intensity or density of any land use above what is currently allowed in
the Coachella General Plan 2035 and the Zoning Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2024 the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public
hearing to review the ordinance at which time during the hearing members of the public were given
an opportunity to testify regarding the Project; and

WHEREAS, after said public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended that the
City Council approve this Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, on December 11, 2024 the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing
to review the ordinance at which time during the hearing members of the public were given an
opportunity to testify regarding the Project; and

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COACHELLA,
CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Incorporation of Recitals. The City Council of the City of Coachella,
California, hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein
as substantive findings of this Ordinance.




SECTION 2. Amendment to Municipal Code Title 17, Zoning, is hereby amended as
identified in Phase 2 Streamline Code Amendments Exhibit A and:

e Amnesty Program: Establishing an amnesty program for existing unpermitted residential
driveway canopies constructed prior to December 2022 and subject to obtaining a building
permit and required inspections. Canopies cannot exceed 20 feet in width under the
amnesty program.

SECTION 3. CEQA Analysis. The Planning Division prepared an environmental
assessment for the proposed zoning ordinance amendment and based on that analysis the City
Council finds that the Phase 2 Streamline Code Amendments are exempt from further review of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it is an administrative activity which
will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change to the environment
and is not a "project” as defined by section 15378 pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 15060(c)(2
and 3) and 15061(b)(3). The Ordinance will not result in any increase in the intensity or density of
any land use above what is currently allowed in the Coachella General Plan 2035 and the Zoning
Ordinance.

SECTION 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance, or any part thereof, is for any reason held to be invalid or
unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance, or any part thereof. The City Council
hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph,
sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more section, subsection,
subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase would be subsequently declared invalid or
unconstitutional.

SECTION 5. Publication and Effective Date. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage
and adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause this Ordinance to published or posted as required
by law, which shall take full force and effect thirty (30) days from its adoption.




PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 26" of February, 2025 by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Steven Hernandez, Mayor
City of Coachella
ATTEST:

Angela M. Zepeda, City Clerk
City of Coachella

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Best Best & Krieger LLP
City Attorney



