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Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. I want to present a simple, proven solution that supports both infant safety and first responders — the implementation of a Safe Haven Baby Box in our community.
This is not just about policy — it’s about prevention, compassion, and giving people a safe option in their most desperate moment.
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It’'s about compassion
and prevention
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As an adoptive parent, this issue is not just something I’ve researched — it’s something I’ve lived. I’ve seen the difficult, emotional decisions that mothers in crisis face, and I understand how overwhelming those moments can be. In these moments there is no rational. 48 hours before this picture was taken, Baby Girl Adam was born, we had a plan in place, meeting were had, money was spent, we had been heavy vetted by state and national organizations; 3 hours before this picture was taken we weren’t even sure this moment would happen. In that moment, even with all of the preparation, even her placing other children and her knowing the process the rational still left her. Even in communities like ours, crisis situations happen. And in rural areas especially, access to resources can be limited — whether that’s healthcare, transportation, or support systems.
For some mothers, fear, shame, or panic can outweigh logic in those moments. And sometimes, the hardest part isn’t the decision — it’s the act of handing their baby to another person.
That’s where Safe Haven Baby Boxes make a critical difference
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What is a Safe
Haven Baby Box?

A Safe Haven Baby Box is a secure,
temperature-controlled device
installed at a fire station or hospital

Safe Haven Baby Boxes offer a compassionate and secure option for
mothers in crisis who are unable to care for their newborns. Designed
with innovative safety features and installed on the exterior walls of
fire stations and hospitals, each box ensures the safe and anonymous
surrender of infants. The exterior door locks automatically when a
newborn is placed inside, and an interior door allows medical
personnel to promptly and securely retrieve the baby, ensuring
immediate care and protection.
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A Safe Haven Baby Box is a secure, temperature-controlled device installed at a fire station or hospital.
It allows a parent to safely and anonymously surrender a newborn. Once the baby is placed inside, the door locks and a silent alarm immediately alerts first responders.
Within minutes, that child is in safe hands and receiving care.



Deeper Explanation

The Safe Haven Baby Box is a state-of the-art device. It NOW legally permits a mother
in crisis to safely, securely, and anonymously surrender her newborn. The baby box is
a temperature-controlled safety device provided for under a state’s Safe Haven Law.
The box is installed on the exterior wall of a firehouse or hospital.

Before the box is active, tests occur at every stage of design, development, and
deployment. It features multiple alarms in the device which alert first responders of a
surrender. The box’s alarms are tested weekly to ensure there will be no failures.
None of these alarm systems have ever failed. The staff responsible for the box is
trained on how the device operates.

The parent opens the door to the Baby Box, which triggers a silent alarm and a call
goes to 911 dispatch. The infant is placed in a medical bassinet. A sensor located on
the inside of the box triggers a second 911 dispatch call. The exterior door
automatically locks upon the placement of a newborn. Within five minutes the infant
will be rescued by first responders. An interior door allows a medical staff member to
secure the surrendered newborn from inside the designated building. The infant will
be quickly taken to the hospital for medical evaluation.
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White County is a rural community blessed with many strengths, supportive neighbors,
strong values, and the beauty of our mountains. Yet the same characteristics that
enrich our life here can also add extra layers of difficulty for pregnant mothers and
newborns in crisis.

Why This
Matters Here?

In rural communities like White County, where access to maternal-health resources,
transportation, and 24-hour facilities is more limited, having an additional lifeline makes
a meaningful difference (travel distance to major hospitals, fewer specialized providers,
and greater logistical barriers).

This is an opportunity for our community to be proactive and lead in the State of
Georgia. By taking this step early, we're showing that we prioritize both public safety
and compassion.

This isn't just a resource for the public, it's a tool that supports our first responders. It
creates a clear, controlled process for handling these situations, rather than leaving
them to respond to unsafe or unpredictable scenarios. It allows fire and medical
personnel to act quickly, efficiently, and safely, with a system already in place.

At the end of the day, this is about prevention. In moments of panic or desperation,
people don't always make safe decisions. Providing a secure, anonymous option can be
the difference between a tragedy and a life saved. Even if it's used just once, that's one
life protected.
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Why this matters here? For our community, this is about being proactive.
We may not see these situations every day — but when they happen, the outcome matters. This gives us a way to prevent tragedy and respond with compassion and preparedness and Cleveland setting a precedence in the State  of Georgia
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Deron P. Wilson, Fire Chief Billy Petite, Deputy Fire Chiel

We are proud o announce that Henry County Fire Rescue is parnering with Safe Haven Baby Boxes in
bringing a life-saving initiative 10 our community.

The Safe Haven Baby Boxes program provides parents in crisis with a safe, legal and anonymous option
to surrender a newborn when they are unable to provide care. Our goal is 1o help prevent infant
abandonment by increasing awareness and accessibility of Safe Haven laws.

Over the next three years, four baby boxes will be strategically installed throughow Henry County ai
select fire stations to ensure access for parents in crisis. To successfully implement and sustain this
program for the next ten years, our goal is to raise $100,000.

Support from generous community members like you is essential to making this initiative possible. Your
contribution will directly help protect valnerable infants and provide eritical resources for families facing
difficult circumstances.

We invite you to support this important effort by making a donation using the link below, or by mailing
vour donation to:

Safe Haven Baby Boxes

Memo: Henry County Fire Rescue
PO Box 185

Woodbum, IN 46797

51 fsecure.qeiv.o

/for/supportgeorgiashabyboxinitiative/restriction/Henry +County + Fire+ Department

All donations are tax-deductible.
We appreciate your support and look forward to partnering with you to provide these life-saving devices

1 OUT COmmunity.

Regar

n “Pat” Wilson, MBA, CFO, MIFireE
Fire Chief
Henry County Fire Rescue

110 South Zack Hinton Parkway, McDonough GA 30253 — 770.288 6600
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As you can see, this is not a new concept, we are not starting from scratch. HB350 is sitting on the Gov desk ready for a signature. Henry Co has been one of the first county’s in Georgia to come out with their statement of intent to install the boxes in 4 of their stations to start with. 
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“How much does this cost?”     

Answer: The average cost is around $15,000–$20,000 for installation. Many communities fund these through a combination of private donations, grants, and partnerships with organizations like Safe Haven Baby Boxes. Ongoing maintenance costs are relatively low. I would also be willing to help explore fundraising and community partnerships to offset costs. My next step is to partner with a 501(c)3 and raise the initial funds, ideally 5 donors at $25,000 to ensure that the installation is covers and probably the first year of maintenance.

2. Who is responsible for maintaining it?”

Answer: Typically, the host location — like a fire station — would oversee it, but the boxes are designed to be very low maintenance. They include self-monitoring systems, temperature regulation, and silent alarm testing. The partnering organization also provides guidance, training, and ongoing support.

3. What about liability?”

Answer: These devices operate under state Safe Haven laws, which are designed to protect all parties involved — including the parent and the responding personnel. The process is anonymous and legal. In other states where they’re installed, they’ve been implemented without creating new liability concerns for municipalities.


At the end of the day, this is about prevention. In moments of panic or desperation, people don’t always make safe decisions. Providing a secure, anonymous option can be the difference between a tragedy and a life saved. Even if it’s used just once, that’s one life protected — and that makes it worth it. 

And trust me, as a woman who cannot have children of her own, nothing angers me more than someone who does not want to parent their child, BUT without those people, myself and many others would not have the opportunity to be parents. 
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