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Freedom Schools allow students and teachers today to
explore the purpose and possibilities of public
education.



ADDRESSING GAPS & LOSSES

The "Achievement gap" is
really an
Opportunity gap
Discipline gap
Curriculum gap

Teacher gap
"Summer learning loss"

IS really
Summer enrichment &
opportunity gap

3 months
X 12 summers




AKWAABA

AR FREEDOM SCHOOL

The Akwaaba Freedom School program provides summer enrichment through a
research-based and multicultural program model that supports K-12 scholars
and their families through five essential components:

e high quality academic and character-building enrichment

e parent and family involvement

e civic engagement and social action

e Intergenerational servant leadership development

e and nutrition, health and mental health.
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AKWAABA

—— FREEDOM SCHOOL

DAILY
SCHEDULE



difference




THE SPACE

Warm & inviting
Themed classrooms
Uniquely customized

Student work displayed
Diverse books &
representation
Affirmations
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AFTERNOON
ENRICHMENT

Sign language
|lam STEM
Montessori Math
Yoga
Soccer
Improvisation
Money management
Latin Dance
Jamaican games
Poetry & spoken word

EST 2022



FIELD TRIPS

AFS Scholars attend a field trip
weekly. This summer we visited:

University of Florida - Gator for a
Day
Cade Museum
Depot Park Splash Pad
Kanapha Botanical Gardens
Florida Museum of Natural History
Santa Fe Planetarium
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PARENT
MEETINGS

College access & readiness
Money management
Adverse childhood
Experiences
Navigating disabilities & |EPs







AKWAABA

FREEDOM SCHOOL

Enroliment

40 scholars enrolled
36 participants retained

Racial Demographics

Black/African American 31
Multiracial or Multiethnic 4
White 3

Asian American O

Hispanic Latino 2




86%

Low SES
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PARENT SATISFACTION

Akwaaba Freedom School Parent/Guardian Satisfaction
B Gou B Ressts
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FUTURE GOALSH
Enjoyment q.
Self-perception

Motivation
Achievement







My children's block identity wos celebrated ot Freedom
school. At home my kids begon to vocalize how they
valuve their brown skin. They did not feel like the
minority in the classroom and that made a big
difference in their confidence boost. They felt volved by
oll teachers and volunteers. My kids enjoyed the
cultural exposure and Harambee the most. | om

My child showed much

e

confident that this will be an experience they will never | hOp e it comes back
forget becouse of the amazing community, the exciting . - |
ond energetic instruction, and the celebration of their IN @ year round capac ILy.Y

block Americon culture.

MYDWR | am so glad my kids had this opportunity to experience learning in a
context where they felt intellectually safe and loved. | appreciate
DEFIN]TELY that they were able to discuss issues and ideas relevant to their
experiences and that would help make them active participants in
Lolmg%zo civic engagement. | am glad they had an opportunity to enjoy learning
. to the point where they consistently wanted more--more reading,
science, math, outdoor time, chanting, singing! Akwaaba Freedom
School feeds the whole child.




"Mt our school, you sit there, lke writing on a piece of paper solving math prodlemas, or you sit ca a
computer 1o figure out math prodlems, But when you come o Preodom Schood, it's all about
communication becsuse they put you in groupe. And so it's all sdout communication and working
together, which is called tensrwork. And the thing that's &ifferent between Freedom School and cur
schools, becwase st our school, you sit there with a piece of paper, figuring out peoblesss and cither
on & computer, either or, but at Preedom School, you use plyysical things to like touch with their
hands, Bke the 3000 beada™ (Scholar Focus Group pest I, Pos. 132)

“One thing | learned that is like, it's really easter to
understand something when you're when you're
like reading soenething If you'd like discussing
with somebody_ like the writing was reading. ¥
you discuss it and think about it a Jot more, |

learned that it's just really easy to do it. You just
have 10 pat your mind to iL”

"1 think that the space definitely allowed the scholars to be comdortabde enough
10 Be themselves and troe 1o who they are And not only that, but apply that 1o

ke st education in general So like for Samuel he read out loud for the first
time In a year Iin Freedom School but that's because. one he feit comnfortable In

the space We encourage them to do that

“IT [WAS] REALLY FUN [BECAUSE) THE READING WAS DIFFERENT. BECAUSE WE
GET. VEGOT TO HAVE THIS CERTAIN TERM CALLED DEAR TIME. AND VEGOT TO
READ A LOT OF DIFFERENT BOOKS. OUR CLASS REALLY LIKED A DIGGIE BIGGIE,
OUR CLASS REALLY LIKED THE BIGGIL, BIGGIE BOOKS, AND 50,50 WE WOULD
SHARE THEM, SO VE VOULD SHARE THE BOOKS TOGETHER. "

“One thing that | noticed with
Freedom School, versus you
know, regular school is that like,
in regular school if a kid does
something that's basically not
the norm, then essentially
[they] like get in trouble.
Whereas, you know, in Freedom
SChool, you know, it was us
saying, Well, you did something
that made this person feel this
type of way, and you know, how
did you feel in this situation and
what meant to the situation and
essentially, you know, there was
a process behind it just to get
them to think through like what
they did, you know possible
solutions. Like, I've never seen
that in regular school. So that
was something that was very
different.



COSTS & CONTRIBUTIONS

CHILDREN'S TRUST OF

E u I‘ Parent food donations

CDF curriculum & training Parent supply donations
fees, salaries, books, Volnteer readers
supplies, snacks Extracurricular volunteers




LOOKING FORWARD:

180K

e 80 Scholars
e 8 Servant Leader

104

* 40 Scholars Interns (5K)
e 4 Servant Leader « 2 Site Coordinators
Iinterns e 2 Floaters

e Site Coordinator
« Some supplies

e $250/scholar per
week

e Field Trips

* Supplies/books

 Extracurricular
support

e $375/scholar per
week







