
STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

17 STATE HOUSE STATION AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0017

DEPARTMENT ORDER

IN THE MATTER OF

TOWN OF CASCO ) NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTION ACT
Casco, Cumberland County ) ADJACENT ACTIVITY
HANDICAP ACCESS RAMP ) MINOR REVISION 
L-29588-0002  (approval) ) FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER

Pursuant to the provisions of 38 M.R.S. §§ 480-A–480-KK and Chapters 310 and 315 of 
Department rules, the Department of Environmental Protection (Department) has considered the 
application of the TOWN OF CASCO (applicant) with the supportive data, agency review 
comments, and other related materials on file and FINDS THE FOLLOWING FACTS:

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A. History:  In Department Order #L-29588-2F-A-N, dated May 12, 2022, the 
Department approved regrading, soil stabilization, and other improvements on a narrow 
parcel of land between the Mayberry Hill Road and Pleasant Lake used as a town 
recreation site for many years.  The project included construction of a 56-foot-long 
retaining wall along the Mayberry Hill Road fence line at the upland edge of the newly 
regraded slope.

B. Summary:  In order to provide handicap access to the beach area, the applicant 
now proposes to construct a 57-foot-long ramp system including two sloped sections and 
three landings immediately adjacent and parallel to the previously approved retaining 
wall.  All the components will be three feet wide except for the lowest landing which will 
be five feet wide.  This change will increase the direct impact to the area within 75 feet of 
Pleasant Lake by 181 square feet.  The area beneath the ramp will be planted with grass 
sod over loam; any areas of exposed soil that are not successfully revegetated will be 
treated with a two-inch application of mulch.  The proposed project is shown on a set of 
plans, the first of which is titled “Town of Casco, Town Beach Improvement, Overview 
Plan,” prepared by Archipelago, and dated December 11, 2024.

C. Current use of Site:  The ramp will be constructed immediately adjacent to the 
retaining wall, and will be approximately 25 feet from the normal high water line of 
Pleasant Lake.  The project site is developed as a town recreation area that includes a 
boat ramp, a picnic area, and a vegetated area used as a town beach.  The parcel is 
identified as Lot 28 on Map 43 of the Town of Casco’s tax maps.

2. FINDING:

The ramp will be located immediately adjacent to the retaining wall and approximately 
25 feet from the normal high water line of Pleasant Lake.  The proposed change is a 



L-29588-0002  2 of 4

minor change and will not significantly affect any issues identified during previous 
Department reviews of the project site. 

Based on its review of the application, the Department finds the requested minor revision 
to be in accordance with all relevant Departmental standards.  All other findings of fact, 
conclusions and conditions remain as approved in Department Order #L-29588-2F-A-N.

BASED on the above findings of fact, and subject to the conditions listed below, the Department 
makes the following conclusions pursuant to 38 M.R.S. §§ 480-A–480-KK and Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act:

A. The proposed activity will not unreasonably interfere with existing scenic, 
aesthetic, recreational, or navigational uses.

B. The proposed activity will not cause unreasonable erosion of soil or sediment.

C. The proposed activity will not unreasonably inhibit the natural transfer of soil 
from the terrestrial to the marine or freshwater environment.

D. The proposed activity will not unreasonably harm any significant wildlife habitat, 
freshwater wetland plant habitat, threatened or endangered plant habitat, aquatic or 
adjacent upland habitat, travel corridor, freshwater, estuarine, or marine fisheries or other 
aquatic life.

E. The proposed activity will not unreasonably interfere with the natural flow of any 
surface or subsurface waters.

F. The proposed activity will not violate any state water quality law including those 
governing the classifications of the State's waters.

G. The proposed activity will not unreasonably cause or increase the flooding of the 
alteration area or adjacent properties.

H. The proposed activity is not on or adjacent to a sand dune.

I. The proposed activity is not on an outstanding river segment as noted in 38 
M.R.S. § 480-P.

THEREFORE, the Department APPROVES the above noted application of the TOWN OF 
CASCO to construct a ramp system to provide handicap access to the public beach adjacent to 
Pleasant Lake as described in Finding 1, SUBJECT TO THE ATTACHED CONDITIONS, and 
all applicable standards and regulations:

1. The Standard Conditions of Approval, a copy attached.
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2. In addition to any specific erosion control measures described in this or previous orders, 
the applicant shall take all necessary actions to ensure that its activities or those of its 
agents do not result in noticeable erosion of soils or fugitive dust emissions on the site 
during the construction and operation of the project covered by this approval. 

3. Severability.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision, or part thereof, of this 
License shall not affect the remainder of the provision or any other provisions.  This 
License shall be construed and enforced in all respects as if such invalid or unenforceable 
provision or part thereof had been omitted.

4. All other Findings of Fact, Conclusions, and Conditions remain as approved in 
Department Order #L-29588-2F-A-N and are incorporated herein.

THIS APPROVAL DOES NOT CONSTITUTE OR SUBSTITUTE FOR ANY OTHER 
REQUIRED STATE, FEDERAL OR LOCAL APPROVALS NOR DOES IT VERIFY 
COMPLIANCE WITH ANY APPLICABLE SHORELAND ZONING ORDINANCES.

DONE AND DATED IN AUGUSTA, MAINE, THIS 16TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2025.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

BY:    
For: Melanie Loyzim, Commissioner

PLEASE NOTE ATTACHED SHEET FOR GUIDANCE ON APPEAL PROCEDURES.

RJ/L29588-0002/HQ9-TBX4-AX3H1



L-29588-0002  4 of 4

Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA)
Standard Conditions

THE FOLLOWING STANDARD CONDITIONS SHALL APPLY TO ALL PERMITS GRANTED 
UNDER THE NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTION ACT, 38 M.R.S.A. § 480-A ET SEQ., UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY STATED IN THE PERMIT.

A. Approval of Variations From Plans. The granting of this permit is dependent upon and limited to the 
proposals and plans contained in the application and supporting documents submitted and affirmed to 
by the applicant. Any variation from these plans, proposals, and supporting documents is subject to 
review and approval prior to implementation.

B. Compliance With All Applicable Laws. The applicant shall secure and comply with all applicable 
federal, state, and local licenses, permits, authorizations, conditions, agreements, and orders prior to 
or during construction and operation, as appropriate.

C. Erosion Control. The applicant shall take all necessary measures to ensure that his activities or those 
of his agents do not result in measurable erosion of soils on the site during the construction and 
operation of the project covered by this Approval.

D. Compliance With Conditions. Should the project be found, at any time, not to be in compliance with 
any of the Conditions of this Approval, or should the applicant construct or operate this development 
in any way other the specified in the Application or Supporting Documents, as modified by the 
Conditions of this Approval, then the terms of this Approval shall be considered to have been violated.

E. Time frame for approvals. If construction or operation of the activity is not begun within four years, 
this permit shall lapse and the applicant shall reapply to the Board for a new permit. The applicant 
may not begin construction or operation of the activity until a new permit is granted. Reapplications 
for permits may include information submitted in the initial application by reference. This approval, 
if construction is begun within the four-year time frame, is valid for seven years. If construction is not 
completed within the seven-year time frame, the applicant must reapply for, and receive, approval 
prior to continuing construction.

F. No Construction Equipment Below High Water. No construction equipment used in the undertaking 
of an approved activity is allowed below the mean high water line unless otherwise specified by this 
permit.

G. Permit Included In Contract Bids. A copy of this permit must be included in or attached to all contract 
bid specifications for the approved activity.

H. Permit Shown To Contractor. Work done by a contractor pursuant to this permit shall not begin before 
the contractor has been shown by the applicant a copy of this permit.

Revised September 2016








