ORDINANCE NO.
Amend Chapter 40 Zoning Article VIII

ARTICLE VIII. - SIGN REGULATIONS

Sec. 40-227. - Purpose and intent.

(a) Itisthe intent of the town council to protect public interest, safety and welfare and, to that end, the
purposes of this article are specifically declared to be as follows:

(1) To promote economic development while minimizing the negative impacts that signs may have
on the visual appearance of the town;

(2) To provide orientation and guidance to our tourists and visitors and identification of public
areas, natural resources, historical and cultural landmarks and places of interest and in so doing
reduce confusion, traffic congestion and air pollution;

(3) To inform and educate visitors and residents of opportunities and events both commercial and
noncommercial occurring on Pleasure Island; and

(4) To permit and regulate signs in such a way as to support and compliment land use objectives.

(b) It is not the purpose or intent of this article to regulate signage displayed for special occasions not
associated with a business (i.e., balloons for birthday parties or birth of a baby, etc.).

(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.1; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 12-888, 6-12-2012)

Sec. 40-228. - Administration.

(a) Permitissuance. The Zoning Administrator or his designated representative shall be the administrator
of this article.




(eb) Permit required. Except as otherwise provided, no sign shall be erected, altered, constructed, moved,

converted or enlarged except in accordance with the provisions of this article and pursuant to
issuance of a sign permit.

(ec) Process for issuance of a sign permit. The process for issuing a sign permit is as follows:

(1) Completed application.

(2) A scaled drawing displaying the location of the sign on the associated lot, the sign dimensions,
construction, height, setbacks from all lot lines, lighting, electrical and all other elements
associated thereto.

(3) Total number of signs existing on site, including the dimensions of each

(34) Payment of the permit fee.

(45) All permanent signs shall be designed and constructed to meet the requirements of the state
building code. Depending on the type of sign construction, the Building Inspector may require
engineered certified plans.

(ed) Signs not requiring a permit. The following types of signs are exempt from permit requirements:

(%)

(1) Governmental signs.

(2) Window/door signs.

3} Real / offci | ions.

4} Politicalsigns.

{5+—Open-signs:

(6} Patrioti ord e flags.

(#3) Any sign required by a government agency (i.e., address number sign).

(4) Residential Signage

(5) Temporary Commercial Yard Signage (See Sec.40-232(5))

(6) Any temporary signage unless stated otherwise in this article

(7) Any sign that is not designed for view by vehicular traffic may be displayed as long as the sighage
does not violate any of the prohibited sign regulation




(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.2; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 11-857, 1-11-2011; Ord. No. 12-888, 6-
12-2012; Ord. No. 19-1106, 2-12-2019)

Sec. 40-229. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

A-frame sign means a temporary sign typically consisting of two sign faces attached back-to-back by
top hinges.

Address number sign. See chapter 34, article IV.

Animated sign means any sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action or create a
special effect or scene.

Attached sign means any sign painted on, attached to and erected parallel to the face of, or erected
and confined within the limits of, the outside facade of any building and supported by such building facade
and which displays an advertising surface. Attached signs may also be located on porch railings and
support posts.

Banner sign means a temporary suspended sign made of a flexible material such as canvas, sailcloth,
plastic or waterproof paper that may or may not be enclosed or partially enclosed on a rigid frame (i.e.,
feather signs).

Billboard sign means a sign which advertises a business, product, organization, entertainment, event,
person, place, or thing and which is located off-premises from the place of the advertised element(s).

Canopy/awning sign means any sign consisting of lettering and/or logos applied to an awning,
canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window, or outdoor
service area.

Commercial Sign means a sign intended to advertise a commercial enterprise




Directional sign means a permanent sign displayed strictly for the direction, safety, or convenience
of the public, including signs which identify parking areas, entrances or exits, etc.

Flags means flexible materials such as cloth, paper, plastic and typically displayed on a flag pole, or
structure. Windsocks are interpreted to represent permitted flagging.

Flashing sign means a sign, which contains or uses, for illustration, any lights or lighting devices, which
change color, flashes or alternates, shows movement or motion, or changes the appearance of said sign
or part thereof automatically on a time interval of less than 20 seconds. Animated fading from one
message to another message is permitted within a maximum fading period of two seconds.

Freestanding sign means a sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, or anchored
in, the ground and that is independent from any building or other structures.

Governmental sign means a sign provided and erected by a governmental entity which typically
promotes:

(1) The health and safety of the community;

(2) Town-sponsored events;

(3) A public way finding system; and

(4) Any other town activities as deemed appropriate by the Town Manager.

Human sign means costumes or signs worn, held or carried by individuals for the purpose of
attracting attention to a commercial site.

lllegal sign means any sign that was in violation of the zoning ordinance at the time the sign was
originally established.

Nonconforming sign means any sign which does not conform to the regulations of this article, but
did conform when it was originally permitted.

Noncommercial Sign means a sign not intended to advertise a commercial enterprise.




Nonresidential means any building, structure, or use that is not exclusively a dwelling

Obscene means material which depicts or describes sexual conduct that is objectionable or offensive
to accepted standards of decency which the average person, applying contemporary community
standards, would find, taken as a whole, appeals to prurient interests or material which depicts or
describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically defined by the applicable state law,
which, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.

Off-premises parking sign means a sign used to direct vehicular traffic onto the parking premises
where it is displayed for a business or service activities at another location, but cannot impede the line of
sight for traffic.

Portable sign means a temporary sign attached on support frame without lighting.

Projecting sign means a type of attached signage placed at a right angle to the facade of the
associated structure.

Residential Development Entry Sign means a sign identifying a residential subdivision, multi-family

development or traditional neighborhood development, located on site, and at the major entrance points
to such a development

Roof sign means any sign erected or constructed upon the roof of any building and supported solely
on the roof of the building.

Sign means any surface, fabric, device, or display which bears lettered, pictorial, or sculptured
matter, including forms shaped to resemble any human, animal, or product, designed to convey
information visually and which is exposed to public view.

Snipe sign means any sign of any material whatsoever that is attached in any way to a utility pole,
tree, street sign or pole.



Special event sign means a sign advertising a special communitywide event such as community fishing
tournaments, schools or civic events, and/or festivals.

Temporary s:gn means any S|gn that adve%es—e#é%eets—a%te%m—tea—p#ed&et—event—eleeﬂen—

is not permanently affixed,

pIaced attached or erected, and may have time I|m|tat|ons

Tow truck sign. See chapter 16, article VII, wrecker/towing services and impoundment.

Vehicle/trailer sign means any temporary sign mounted on a vehicle, boat, or trailer and used for
advertising or promotional purposes.

Window/door sign (interior/exterior) means a sign located within the interior or exterior of the
transparent area of any window or door.

Yard sale sign. See sections 14-172 through 14-174.

(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.3; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 11-857, 1-11-2011; Ord. No. 12-888, 6-
12-2012; Ord. No. 12-899, 8-14-2012)

Sec. 40-230. - Prohibited signs/displays.

The following signs are prohibited within the jurisdictional limits of the town:
(1) Billboard signs.

(2) Signs in disrepair, that are unsafe, which no longer can be easily recognized for their intended
purpose due to disrepair or fading, or are no longer applicable to the associated lot use.

(3) Strobe lights or any other type of flashing lighting or beacons. Exceptions: Flashing signs may be
permitted in the central business district as long as they are not located adjacent to Lake Park

Boulevard. Flashing signs may be permittedalse-bepresent in any commercial zone as long as
they are not designed for vehicular traffic. Theseis exceptions does not allow for strobe lights.

(4) Moveable, animated, flashing signs including balloons and human signs.
(5) Pennant or consecutively linked flagging or similar devices.

(6) Signs which resemble or are visibly similar to official governmental traffic signs or signals or
employ lighting, or employ the words of official signs such as "stop," "caution," "danger," "slow,"
or "warning."

(7) Signs located within or protruding in public areas or rights-of-way, unless specifically permitted
herein. Any person erecting a sign in a public area shall indemnify and hold harmless the town
and its officers, agents, and employees from any claim arising out of the presence of the sign on
town lot or rights-of-way.

(8) Signs that make noise.

(9) Signs displaying or containing obscenities. For purposes of this section, obscenity shall be
determined in accordance with N.C.G.S. § 14-190.1(b)-(d).




(10) Roof signs.
(11) Snipe signs.

(12) Handwritten messages on permanent signs.

(13) Vehicle/trailer signs.

(14) Any other sign not mentioned by this article.

(15} Vehicle/trai ions.

(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.4; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 12-888, 6-12-2012)
Sec. 40-231. - Sign lighting.

(a) Interior sign lighting shall be shaded with an opaque sign face surface sufficient to reduce the glare
on roadways and surrounding properties.

(b) Signs utilizing bare bulbs or neon type lighting shall be such that minimizes the glare on roadways
and surrounding properties.

(c) Exterior flood or similar type sign lighting shall be directed on the sign only, minimizing reflective
glare off the sign, and not reflect or glare onto roadways or adjacent properties.

(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.5; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010)

Sec. 40-232. —Sign Location, Number, Setbacks, and Size

(a)  Number of signs. Unless otherwise stated, the number of signs is detailed in the sections below for
commercial and residential signage, enly-one-of eachtype ofsich-may-bepermitted perdevelopmen
sitedot except for corner or double frontage lots.

(1) Corner/Double Frontage Lots. A second sign may be placed on corner or double frontage lots.
Where two signs are allowed, one sign shall be adjacent to one public right-of-way and the second
sign shall face the other public right-of-way. If signs are used on opposite/separate frontages, each
sign may use the maximum size allowable. If the second sign is on a corner, then the total square
footage of the two signs shall not exceed the normal maximum size allowance, except when a corner
lot meets the following criteria:

a. The corner lot is located in a commercial zone;

b. The lot is larger than 30,000 square feet;

c. The sign is limited to ten feet in height;

d. The sign is set back an additional five feet beyond the required ten feet setback from all lot
lines.

e. Meeting the four criteria above will permit each sign on a corner lot to use the maximum size
allowable for a freestanding sign on each frontage.

(b)  Size calculations. The term "sign" shall include all structural members. A sign shall be constructed
to be a display surface or device containing organized and related elements composed to form a
single unit. In cases where matter is displayed in a random or unconnected manner without




organized relationship of the components, each such component shall be considered to be a single

sign.
(1) Sign area.

a. Attached. The area of a sigh composed in whole or in part of freestanding letters, devices
or sculptured matter not mounted on a measurable surface shall be constructed to be the
area of the least square, rectangle or circle that will enclose the letters, devices and/or
sculptured matter.

b. Freestanding. All surface areas and any lettering or sculptured matter outside the sign
surface area.

(2) Sign height. The height of a sign shall be computed as the distance from the base ground level
to the top of the highest vertical attached component of the sign.

(3) Sign face. Where a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in
determining the area of the sign, except that where two such faces are placed back-to-back
and are at no point more than 1% feet from one another.

(c) Location.

(1) No signage shall be placed in any location that interferes with the sight distance triangle of
motorists utilizing public or private roadways.
a. A sight distance triangle is the visually unobstructed area of a street/driveway corner.
b. It is determined by measuring a distance of 30 feet along the intersecting curb lines, or
edges of pavement of the intersecting street/driveway if curbs are not present, and
connecting the two points by a straight line to form a triangular shaped area over the
corner.
(2) No signs shall be located in a public right-of-way with the exception of NCDOT rights-of-way in
accordance with Session Law 2011-408
(d) Setbacks. Unless specifically stated otherwise, setbacks shall be measured from the nearest point
on the sign to the nearest point on a lot line, structure, or other relevant boundary.

Sec. 40-2332. - Allowable signs.

(a) Residential Signage Permai
0 ina districte:
(1) Temporary signage in Residential Districts: Each lot in a residential district shall be permitted to

place banners, flags, and yard signs without the issuance of a permit so long as the proposed banner,
flag or yard sign meets the following requirements:

a. Flags and Banners
i No more than two shall be displayed per 50 feet of road frontage.
ii. Size shall be limited to a maximum of 24 square feet and 20 feet in height.
iii. Must meet all relevant requirements of Sec. 40-232
iv. Shall remain within the boundaries of the lot for which they are associated.
b.  Yard Signs
i Four temporary signs related to noncommercial activities or events may be placed on a
parcel 30 days prior to said activity/event, remain up during said activity/event, and
must be removed within 10 days of the conclusion of said activities/event. These yard
signs shall follow the regulations below:




1.The sign shall be non-illuminated and may not exceed 20sgft or 5ft in height.
2.The sign shall be setback at least 5’ from the road and not impose upon the
intersection sight triangle (Sec. 40-232 c)
3.The person, party, or parties responsible for the erection or distribution of any
such signs shall be jointly liable for the removal of such signs.
4.The lot occupant or, in the case of unoccupied lot, the lot owner, shall be
responsible for violations on a particular lot.
5.No temporary signage is permitted in the public right-of-way.
1. With the exception of NCDOT rights-of-way in accordance with Session
Law 2011-408
6.0ff-site directional signage shall be related to an event, will only be permitted
while the activity/event is on-going, and shall be removed within 48 hours of the
conclusion of said activity/event.
7.No commercial signs shall be placed off-site on a residential lot which are
unrelated to ongoing activities on that residential lot.
1. Signs related to ongoing activities shall be removed within 10-days from
the completion of said activity

(2) Governmental signs. Size, location, and length of time of these signs shall be approved by the
Town Manager or his designee.




(#3) Subdivision-entrance-sighs-Residential Development Entry Signage. Two attached subdivision
entrance signs or one monument or freestanding sign per principal entrance are allowed. Suech

. Such signs shall not exceed an area of
20 square feet per sign face and an aggregate area of 40 square feet if signs are multiple faced,
nor shall they exceed a height of six feet if freestanding. They may be illuminated.




(c) Commercial and Nonresidential Signage Rermitted-signage—in-all-commercial-zones. The following

permanent and temporary signs shall be permitted in-all-commercial-zones-districts-with-commercie!
uses{EBD-NB-HBMB-11-1-T-1-MF-and-MXzonring-distriets}-in all districts and must be associated

with a permitted commercial or nonresidential use(s) on the same property:

(1) Attached signs.

a. Attached signs shall be allowed on all sides of a business. The total allowable building face
signage shall not exceed 25 percent of the front building face and may be apportioned
among any/all building faces. A building face shall be measured from ground level at the
foundation to the roof overhang (or junction of roof and front wall line) and from side to
side of building.



b. If utilized, projecting signage shall have a clearance of at least ten feet between the
adjacent ground level and the lowest portion of the sign. No attached sign shall project
more than four feet from the building facade. In the CBD, where buildings are adjacent to
a right-of-way a projecting sign shall be allowed to encroach up to two feet.

c. Canopy/awning sign shall be considered as attached signs. In no instance shall a
canopy/awning sign exceed the canopy awning area.

{3}(2) Directional signs.

a. On-premises directional signs.

1. On-premises directional signs shall be limited to four square feet and three feet in
height.

2.3 For every driveway cut, two directional signs shall be allowed on private lot adjacent
to the right-of-way.

b. Off-premises parking signs.
1. The maximum size shall be enefoetby-tweo-feet2 square feet.

2.3 Off-premises parking signs shall not be lighted.

{4}(3) Permanent freestanding signs.

a. Maximum size equals one-half a square foot of sign area per one linear foot of road
frontage or 25 square feet per commercial and/or residential unit located on the
development site, whichever is greater, but not to exceed the below requirements.

Type of Development Max. Area Per Face
Multi-Family Residential 50
Nonresidential up to 2,500 sq. ft. of building area 50
Nonresidential 2,500 sq. ft. up to 15,000 sq. ft. of building area 64
Nonresidential greater than 15,000 sq. ft. of building area 100

b. Maximum height of 20 feet in the CBD, NB, MB-1, T-1, MF, and MX zoning districts.



c. Maximum height of 25 feet in the HB and I-1 zoning districts.

d. A permanent freestanding sign shall have a minimum setback of ten feet from all lot lines.

e. Unless stated elsewhere in the ordinance, no business/property shall have more than 1

freestanding sign.

534)

Temporary signs which require a sign permit.

a. Each business shall be allotted one temporary freestanding or attached sign year round.
Permits for temporary signage shall be issued annually with the following limitations:

1.

A-frame signs not exceeding eight square feet per side in area with a maximum height

of four feet.

Portable signs not exceeding ten square feet and five feet in height.

Banner signs not exceeding 24 square feet and 15 feet in height.

Commercial flagging shall be limited to 24 square feet and shall have the same height
restrictions as permanent freestanding signs.

b. Temporary signs may be placed on public sidewalks in the CBD. No temporary sign shall be
placed where the unobstructed space for the passageway of pedestrians is reduced to less
than 4% feet.

t6}(5)

Temporary vard signs not requiring a permit

a. Four temporary signs related to nhoncommercial activities or events may be

placed on a parcel 30 days prior to said activity/event, remain up during said

activity/event, and must be removed within 10 days of the conclusion of said

activity/event.
2.

The sign must be non-illuminated and may not exceed 20sgft or 5ft in
height.

The must be setback at least 5’ from the road and not impose upon the
intersection sight triangle (Sec. 40-232 c)

The person, party, or parties responsible for the erection or distribution
of any such signs shall be jointly liable for the removal of such signs.
The lot occupant or, in the case of unoccupied lot, the lot owner, shall
be responsible for violations on a particular lot.

No temporary signage is permitted in the public right-of-way.

Off-site directional sighage must be related to an event, will only be
permitted while the activity/event is on-going, and must be removed
within 48 hours of the conclusion of said activity/event.

(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.6; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 11-857, 1-11-2011; Ord. No. 11-866, 5-
10-2011; Ord. No. 11-871, 7-12-2011; Ord. No. 12-888, 6-12-2012; Ord. No. 12-899, 8-14-2012)

Sec. 40-233. - Nonconforming signs, illegal signs, violations and penalties.



All signs shall be subject to article XIV of this chapter, nonconforming situations, and article XV of this
chapter, administration, enforcement, and review.

(Code 1986, app. A, § 11.7; Ord. No. 10-825, 4-13-2010; Ord. No. 12-888, 6-12-2012)

Secs. 40-234—40-259. - Reserved.

Adopted this 13" day of April, 2021.

LeAnn Pierce, Mayor

Attest:

Kimberlee Ward, Town Clerk



