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160D-1102. Building code administration.

A local government may create an inspection department
1. Building Inspector, (County)
2. Electrical Inspector, (County)
3. Plumbing Inspector, (County)
4. Zoning Inspector, (Town)
5. Mechanical Inspector, (County)
6. Fire Prevention Inspector, (Town)

Every local government shall perform the duties and responsibilities of 
building inspections and permitting by
1. Creating its own inspection department,
2. Creating a joint inspection department in cooperation with one or more 

other units of local government, contracting with another unit of local 
government 

3. Arranging for the county in which a city is located to perform inspection 
services within the city's jurisdiction 



Required Inspection 

• Footing

• Slab

• Foundation

• Rough in

• Building 
framing

• Insulation

• Final

Level Certification

• Level I - residential and small commercial 
work.

• Level II - inspecting one story buildings up 
to 60,000 square feet or buildings up to 4 
stories at 20,000 square feet per floor.

• Level III - inspecting buildings of all sizes, 
including buildings larger than 60,000 
square feet and higher than four stories.



• Overview of permit and inspections



Position Cost 

• Average annual building permit/inspection revenue 2018-2022 - $341,986.09

• Direct Annual Cost $188,128

 Vehicle cost $17,000

 Training/Classes $5,000

 Salary /insurance/benefits $133,000 

Office space $2,000

Management $10,000

Overtime $21,128



Financial Report

• North Carolina law requires that fees collected by the local 
“inspections department” must stay with that department. 

• 2018 law requires local finance officers to report to the Local 
Government Commission the revenues and expenditures “from 
building inspections.”

• 2023 a local government shall publish an annual financial report 
on how it used fees from the prior fiscal year for the support, 
administration, and implementation of its building code 
enforcement program as required by G.S. 160D-402(d).


