
CAMA 

Floating structure is any structure, not a boat, supported by a means of flotation, designed 
to be used without a permanent foundation, which is used or intended for human habitation or 
commerce. A structure will be considered a floating structure when it is inhabited or used for 
commercial purposes for more than thirty days in any one location. A boat may be deemed a 
floating structure when its means of propulsion has been removed or rendered inoperative and 
it contains at least 200 square feet of living space area. 

 

Wrightsville Beach 

A floating home or structure is any structure, not a boat, supported by means of floatation and 

designed to be used without a permanent foundation which is used for human habitation or 

commerce. A structure is considered a floating home or structure if it is inhabited or used for 

commercial purposes for more than 30 days in any one location. A boat may be deemed a 

floating structure if its means of propulsion have been removed or rendered inoperative and it 

contains at least 200 square feet of living area. In Wrightsville Beach, floating homes must abide 

by the standards stated in the Town of Wrightsville Beach’s Code of Ordinances, Title XV, 

Section 155.7.12: Floating Homes. 

New Hanover County  

Floating Structure - Any structure or vessel in fact used, designed and occupied as a permanent 

dwelling unit, business or source of any occupation or any private or social club, which floating 

structure or vessel is primarily immobile and out of navigation or which functions substantially 

as a land structure while the same is moored or docked on waters within County jurisdiction; 

whether such floating structure is self-propelled or not. (4/2/84) (23-77) New Hanover County  

St. Petersburg, FL 

Floating structure means a barge-like structure, with or without accommodations, that is not 

used as a means of transportation on water but which serves purposes or provides services 

typically associated with a structure upon or improvements located upon real property such 

as but not limited to use as a residence, place of business, office, hotel, motel, restaurant, 

lounge, retail or wholesale store, clubhouse, helicopter pad, meeting facility, or a storage or 

parking facility. Incidental movement or the capability of movement upon water does not 

preclude a structure from classification as a floating structure. Registration of the structure as 

a vessel in accordance with F.S. ch. 327 does not preclude a structure from classification as a 

floating structure. 

 



Monroe County, FL  

Floating structure shall mean a floating entity, with or without accommodations built 

thereon, which is not primarily used as a means of transportation on water but which serves 

purposes or provides services typically associated with a structure or other improvement to 

real property. The term includes, but is not limited to, an entity used as a residence, place of 

business or office with public access; a hotel or motel; a restaurant or lounge; a clubhouse; a 

meeting facility; a storage or parking facility; or a mining platform, dredge, dragline, or similar 

facility or entity represented as such. Floating structures are expressly excluded from the 

definition of the term "vessel" provided in this section. Incidental movement upon water or 

resting partially or entirely on the bottom does not, in and of itself, preclude an entity from 

classification as a floating structure. In the event it is disputed whether an entity constitutes a 

floating structure versus a vessel, such dispute shall be exclusively determined, under a 

preponderance of the evidence standard, by analyzing (1) whether it is capable of self-

propulsion, (2) whether it has a rudder or other steering mechanism, (3) whether it has a 

raked hull, (4) whether it has a rectangular or a square bottom, (5) by comparing its draft to 

the drafts of vessels of a similar physical size, (6) its infrequency of documented past 

geographical movement, (7) whether it can be moved over meaningful distances without 

dangerously or hazardously swinging from side-to-side, (8) if it has a (lawful) capacity to 

generate or store electricity, (9) whether it has a bilge pump(s), (10) whether it has an 

approved marine sanitation device(s), (11) whether its above-water surface area(s) bear 

similarity to the interior or exterior of a land-based residential or commercial structure, (12) 

whether it has ordinary windows, open doorways, or unsealed doors, (13) whether it has any 

other physical features that might suggest to an objective reasonable observer a design to 

transport over water anything other than its own furnishings and related personal effects, 

and (14) whether it is titled and registered as a vessel. Payment of a tangible personal 

property tax regarding the entity in question or issuance or receipt of a tax exemption 

thereto, pursuant to F.S. § 192.001(17), shall constitute prima facie evidence that the entity in 

question constitutes a floating structure under this article.  

 

Sacramento County Code 
 

A.     “Floating Home” or “Floating Structure” means a watercraft or structure that has the 
following characteristics: 

     1.      It is a stationary structure in, on, or above the water that is: 

      a.      Permanently grounded, or 

     b.      Supported by a flotation system and held in place by piling or mooring devices, or 

    c.      Placed on or otherwise affixed to a foundation, dock, piling, walkway, gangway, 
pier, barge, or other permanent structure; 

http://qcode.us/codes/sacramentocounty/view.php?&frames=on


     2.      It is incapable of being used for self-propelled navigation; 

     3.      It is designed and built to be used, or is modified to be used, or is used, to serve 
purposes or provide services typically associated with a structure on or other improvement to 
real property. The term “floating home” or “floating structure” includes a structure that is used 
as a residence, place of business or office with public access, hotel or motel, restaurant or 
lounge, clubhouse, meeting facility, storage or parking facility, mining platform, or similar 
facility or structure represented as such. 

     Incidental or limited movement of a structure upon water or resting partially or entirely on 
the bottom does not preclude the structure from being classified as a floating home or floating 
structure for purposes of this chapter. Registration of a structure as a vessel with the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles does not preclude the structure from being classified as a 
floating home or floating structure for purposes of this chapter.  

 

Palm Beach County  

Floating Structure means a floating entity, with or without accommodations built thereon, 

which is not primarily used as a means of transportation on water but which serves purposes or 

provides services typically associated with a structure or other improvement to real property. 

The term includes, but is not limited to, an entity used as a residence, place of business or office 

with public access; a hotel or motel; a restaurant or lounge; a clubhouse; a meeting facility; a 

storage or parking facility; or similar facility or entity represented as such. Floating Structures 

are expressly excluded from the definition of the term "vessel" as defined in sec. 327.02, Florida 

Statutes. Incidental movement upon water or resting partially or entirely on the bottom does 

not, in and of itself, preclude an entity from classification as a Floating Structure. Registration of 

the entity as a vessel in accordance with Chapter 327, Florida Statutes, shall not preclude an 

entity from classification as a Floating Structure. 

 


