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                    Permit Number: _________ 
 
Each application must be printed or typewritten and have all information answered.  It is strongly recommended 
that the applicant set up a meeting with Planning Staff prior to the submission deadline to ensure the 
application is complete. The Town of Carolina Beach requires a licensed attorney to appear in a representative 
capacity to advocate the legal position of another person, firm, or corporation who is the applicant/owner of record. 
 

Fee: to be submitted with application in accordance with the Town’s annually adopted Rates and Fee Schedule 
 
This petition will be scheduled for the next possible regular Board of Adjustment meeting. The applicant or a 
representative should be present at the meeting to answer any questions the Board may have.  Board of 
Adjustment meetings are held on the third (3rd) Monday of each month at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Room at the 
Municipal Administration Building, 1121 N. Lake Park Boulevard, Carolina Beach, NC 28428.  Applicants will be 
informed of any changes in date, time, or location of meetings.  Applications and supplementary time for 
processing and postings are required by the General Statutes of North Carolina. Application Deadline: 25 days 
prior to next scheduled meeting.  

 

Applicant 
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Mailing Address: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Street Address    City   State                                     Zip                      
 
Applicant Phone Number: mobile/work/home (circle one): _____________________ mobile/work/home 
(circle one):_______________ 
 
Applicant Email Address: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Owner Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Owner Mailing Address: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Street Address    City   State                                     Zip                      
 
Property address of variance being requested:  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Size:  ______________sq. ft.     Zoning Designation:__________ 
 
 
 

Application for Variance 
TOWN OF CAROLINA BEACH, N.C. 

 
 

 

Equitas Law Partners, LP, as attorneys for Property Owner, North Pier Holdings, LLC

330 Military Cutoff, A-2, Wilmington, NC 28405

(910) 500-1532

sam@equitaslp.com

North Pier Holdings, LLC

6316 Marywood Drive, Wilmington, NC 28409

1800 Canal Drive, Wilmington, NC 28428

33,566 R-1

corriefaithlee
Highlight



   

 

 
Please give a brief description of requested action:  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Owner Signature:__________________________________________________________________________ 
Date: _____/_____/_____ 
         
 
Owner Printed Name:_____________________________________________________________________  
 

Variance Requirements 

 
1. The Board of Adjustment conducts a quasi-judicial hearing. You may not contact the Board members once 
the application has been filed.  
 
 
2. The Board of Adjustment is not empowered to modify zoning lines or grant a use variance.  
 
 
3. The Board of Adjustment may attach conditions of approval to a variance to protect surrounding properties.  
 
 
4. Town Staff will place a public hearing sign on the subject property. The sign must be prominently displayed 
on the property for at least ten days before the hearing. The property owner is responsible for maintaining the 
sign during this ten day period.  
 

North Pier Holdings, LLC, by Jeff O'Brien

allow the property owner to build a staircase for an additional means of ingress and egress. 

A variance from Carolina Beach Town Code Section 40-74, establishing side setback requirements to 

Jeff O'Brien (Jan 2, 2024 14:44 EST)

02/01/2024
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Variance Considerations 

 
 
The Board of Adjustment will review all variance requests against the criteria below. In the spaces provided, 
please indicate the facts that you intend to show and the arguments that you intend to make to the Board. 
 
 
1. Unnecessary hardship would result from the strict application of the ordinance. It shall not be necessary to 
demonstrate that, in the absence of the variance, no reasonable use can be made from the property.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The hardship results from conditions that are peculiar to the property, such as location, size or topography. 
Hardships resulting from personal circumstances, as well as hardships resulting from conditions that are 
common to the neighborhood or the general public, may not be the basis for granting a variance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The hardship did not result from actions taken by the applicant or the property owner. The act of 
purchasing property with knowledge that circumstances exist that may justify the granting of a variance shall 
not be regarded as a self-created hardship.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. The requested variance is consistent with the spirit, purpose and intent of the ordinance, such that public 
safety is secured and substantial justice is achieved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Carolina Beach Town Code, Section 40-2 states that the purpose of the zoning ordinance is to "secure safety from fire" and "promote health and 
general welfare", and that the Town's vision for land use is to "direct growth such that the quality of [the Town] is continually enhanced". The adopted land 
use plan also states that a local concern it seeks to address is to "encourage, support, and find a path forward for reuse or renovation of existing 
structures[.]" 
The staircase necessitating the variance promotes safety, accessibility, and public health and welfare by providing an additional improvement that furthers 
the Town's stated goals and objectives. 
This variance furthers the Town's stated goals and objectives, and is thus consistent with the spirit of the ordinance, and proposed to be installed in a 
manner so as to ensure that public safety is secured and substantial justice is achieved. 

Absent a variance, the property owner cannot install the desired staircase to promote accessibility and safety 
due to the existing setback requirements. Strictly applying the ordinance in this case would preclude the owner's
ability to further safety, accessibility, and promote public health on an existing structure. 

This hardship results from the size and dimensions of the existing building on the property that the property 
owner is attempting to maintain in furtherance of the Town's stated goals and objectives, listed below. 
This hardship is particular to the property and unique to this case.  

The stated hardship is not self-created as the property owner did not build the original building that 
it is now renovating in hopes of maintaining an existing structure. The property owner, rather,
seeks to make meaningful use of an existing structure, while providing an additional means of ingress
and egress to promote safety, accessibility, and public health.
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