
 

AGENDA ITEM COVERSHEET 

PREPARED BY: Gloria Abbotts, Sr Planner  DEPARTMENT: Community Development  

MEETING: Planning & Zoning – April 10, 2025 

SUBJECT:  
 

Text Amendment to amend Article 3: Zoning and Article 7: Definitions of the UDO 
to address water-oriented businesses and personal watercraft sales and rental.  
 
Applicant: Town of Carolina Beach 

  

BACKGROUND: 
 
During the UDO rewriting process, staff and the Planning and Zoning Commission identified the 
need to address water-oriented businesses in the ordinance. To facilitate a more focused 
discussion, this text amendment is being introduced currently, after the UDO has been adopted.  
 
The goal of this text amendment is to clarify water-oriented businesses and related uses. Prior to 
this text amendment, there were multiple uses that were similar with different requirements and 
parking calculations. Staff have reorganized the text to group similar uses together into 
categories that clearly state parking requirements and development standards for each activity.  
 
The automotive use category includes all establishments engaged in vehicle sales, repair, and 
servicing with the proposed addition of boat sales, boat repair, and car washing. The rental of 
boats and personal watercraft (PWC), golf carts, mopeds, e-bikes, and scooters are a separate 
use with separate use standards and parking requirements. Additionally, the text amendment 
addresses what constitutes a wet boat slip. Wet boat slips include residential, commercial, and 
transient slips for the purposes of calculating required parking.  

LAND USE PLAN: 
 
The text amendment is in general conformity with the CAMA Land Use Plan. The recreational and 
working waterfront are major drivers in the town’s economy. The plan recommends preserving 
traditional water dependent uses like marinas.   
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
Consider recommending approval or denial of the text amendment.  
 



MOTION: 
 
Approval – to amend Article 3: Zoning and Article 7: Definitions to address water-oriented 
businesses and personal watercraft sales and rental. 
 
Denial – to amend Article 3: Zoning and Article 7: Definitions to address water-oriented 
businesses and personal watercraft sales and rental. 

 

 


