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January Polling: Survey 
Findings
• Voters optimistic about the City & our essential functions
• Majority of voters recognize need for additional funding 

• Voter’s top priorities? Maintaining:  
• Public safety response
• Roads, sidewalks, and bike lanes
• Beach and new wharf

• Above threshold support for renewing expiring tax 
• Support for a potential bond measure was closer to 50%; 

(require a supermajority to pass)
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Measure F Language
Without increasing taxes, shall the City of Capitola 
extend the 2017 sunset date of its current one-
quarter percent sales tax for an additional ten years 
to protect essential city services and facilities, such 
as police and emergency safety programs, protect 
the wharf and beach from storms and rising sea 
levels and maintain and improve parks, sidewalks 
and bike lanes with all funds staying local?



Options
Extending Measure F: $1.1 million per year

• Polled favorably with 78% of likely voters support 
• Would maintain current general fund revenue
• Would likely lead to difficult budgets through 2030

Replacing Measure F with new Half-Percent Sales Tax: 
$2.2 million per year

• Would provide ~$1.1 million in new general fund revenue
• Ballot language that includes “replacing” an existing measure 

typically receives more support than a new tax
• Would resolve current long term budget projections



Known Ballot Landscape
Regional Clean Water & Wildfire Protection 

Central Fire General Obligation Bond

Potential Soquel School District Bond



Potential language
To protect essential city services including public 
safety and emergency services; repair potholes, 
maintain streets, sidewalks, bike lanes, beaches, 
the new wharf, and recreation programs for youth; 
improve traffic safety; and support local 
businesses, shall City-of-Capitola replace its 
quarter-percent sales tax, approved by voters in 
2016, with a one-half percent sales tax, generating 
an estimated $2.2 million annually for general 
government use, for ten years, with independent 
audits, and all funds staying local?



Potential Direction
Provide staff with direction on potential ballot 
measures:
◦ Replacement of Measure F with ½ percent 

Measure
◦ Measure F extension
◦ General Obligation Bond


