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BACKGROUND: The 2026 Washington State legislative session began on January 12, 2026 and
adjourned on March 12, 2026. As in recent years, housing supply and permitting remained major
priorities.

SUMMARY: Two bills that passed the Legislature and are most relevant to land use planning and
permitting are summarized below. These bills have not been signed into law as of the day of this
report.

SB 6026 — Housing in Commercial Zones

This bill requires cities planning under the Growth Management Act with populations over 30,000
to allow residential uses in commercial and mixed-use zones. The purpose of this bill is to increase
housing production by providing more land capacity for housing throughout the state and
removing barriers to housing development in commercial and mixed-use zones.

Earlier versions of this bill would have prohibited cities from requiring any commercial
development in conjunction with a residential project, even prohibiting a requirement for ground
floor commercial. As passed, the bill would now allow a city to require commercials for up to 40%
of its commercial and mixed-use zoned areas.

As of 2025, Camas has a population of 27,970 and is not subject to this bill. However, we anticipate
reaching the population threshold in as soon as five years from now.

HB 2418 — Project Permit Process Reform

This bill follows up on permit processing reforms adopted in SB 5290 in 2023 and that were
adopted into the Camas Municipal Code ins 2025. The bill clarifies that completeness
determinations are procedural and establishes clearer accountability for agencies that participate
in permit review. The bill clarifies that a determination of completeness is not a substantive review
of an application, clarifies when review shot clocks start and stop, and creates a new requirement
for cities to designate a "permit responsible official” and a single point of contact for each
residential project application.



