
ORDINANCE NO. 25-015

AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of Camas 
amending Chapter 12.34 of the Camas Municipal Code related to 
unlawful camping and storage of personal property on public 
property. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XI, Section 11 of the Washington Constitution and 

RCW 3SA.11.020, the City of Camas is authorized to regulate public property, including City 

Hall, the Community Center, parks, public rights-of-way, and all other public prope1ty 

within the City; and 

WHEREAS, consistent with such authority, and in compliance with then existing legal 

standards as set forth in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals decision of Martin v. City of Boise, 

the City by Ordinance 22-014 adopted Chapter 12.34 of the Camas Municipal Code entitled 

"Unlawful Camping and Storage of Personal Property on Public Property"; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Comi, in its decision in City a/Grants Pass v. 

Johnson, ruled local ordinances that impose restrictions and penalties on acts such as camping on 

public prope1ty do not violate the 8 th Amendment, in contravention to the ruling in the Martin 

case; and 

WHEREAS, public property is intended to be used by the public for public purposes, 

including daily City operations, park recreational use, pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular 

transpo1iation, and other public uses; and 

WHEREAS, camping without adequate sanitation services, such as sewer, water, and 

garbage, presents a public health and safety concern; and 

WHEREAS, it is impmiant to maintain public property consistent with its intended use 

while balancing the needs of those experiencing homelessness with the impact on the entire 

community, avoiding environmental impacts to the City waterways and sensitive lands, and 



further avoiding the heightened risk of fires in wildfire impact areas all of which are addressed in 

Chapter 12.34 which includes, however, certain provisions otherwise mandated by the Martin

decision; and 

WHEREAS, the City by and through these amendments to Chapter 12.34 of the Camas 

Municipal Code intends to comply with existing law, allowing the City greater ability to address 

unauthorized encampments or obstrnctions on city streets, sidewalks, parks and other public 

property. 

NOW, WHEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMAS DO ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Section I 

Chapter 12.34 of the Camas Municipal Code entitled "Unlawful Camping and Storage of 

Personal Property on Public Prope1ty" is hereby amended as set forth in the attached Exhibit A. 

Section II 

This ordinance shall take force and be in effect five (5) days from and after its publication 

according to law. 

PASSED by the Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this 4th day of August ,, 2025. 

SIGNED: ___________ _ 
Mayor 

ATTEST: __________ _ 
Clerk 

APPROVED as to form: 

City Attorney 










