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Why when staff is looking for every coin under the seat
cushions, we are staring at decades of deferred maintenance
of our assets, our staff won’t do something our mayor said
we would: public discussion of Transfer of Development
Rights as a state recognized planning and resource
protection tool.

Instead, the plan being pushed through continues to give
expensive development rights we paid for to private
landowners. The city is stepping over dollars to pick up
pennies. Why not market rate?

Is it that hard to consider a different option? Of course, that
delays the inevitability that this plan has no other purpose
than paying back the city’s self-proclaimed benefactor that
wants no affordable housing, but a world where the haves
and have-nots are kept apart. You have talked about equity
and diversity. | hope you think deeply about the email | sent
to Mr. Maul week before last. | have yet to receive a reply.

How many are aware the starting salary for a Camas school
teacher is $40,000 a year? That’s $3,300 a month. Per quick
research, the cheapest Camas apartment in a nice complex
is $1,663 a month for 600 square feet, though it turns out its
in Vancouver next to the Costco.

That leaves $1,600 a month for taxes on total income, car
payment, health care, the digital worid, not to mention food
and utilities. That’s if you want a nice place to live.

When we talk affordable housing, we are talking about our
school teachers. How are they supposed to live in Camas?
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What about others in the school district like support staff?
This is only scratching the surface.

| had a chance to let our new superintendent know there are
perhaps 75 development rights the District still owns. This
was part of the $2 million paid for the Lacamas Lake property
including its designated zoning. Don’t tell me they have no
value. There’s nothing stopping the district from using those
rights to build in partnership affordable housing for staff.
Think what that could do for diversity, except those rights
will go away as does this opportunity for affordable housing.

Instead, this plan is not about ways to create affordable
housing, but pleasing benefactors, and not our community.
Our community instead is told we don’t have enough money
so open your wallets.

Enough of this. I’ve been listening and hearing from so many
tired of this old way of doing business. | make a point to
listen across all of Camas. Please, Mayor and Council, start
listening. The voices are out there. They want the things you
say you support, and could accomplish, done on our behalf.

I have news for everyone: this issue, nor my voice or the
voices of others is not going away. We will not be silenced.
We expect action - that's why you all were elected. Don't
forget that. There are options beyond the tired status quo.



