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The Issue:

• Camas City Council continues to receive messages and input from 

residents who are concerned about the impacts of fireworks

o Safety and Risk- personal injury, property damage, fire risk

o Noise- Concern in general, and specifically for residents and pets who are sensitive to noise

o Pollution- Discharged fireworks littering roofs, streets, and parks; smoke and residue

o Does Camas policy compound or attract additional fireworks use and sales from adjacent 

jurisdictions with more restrictive policies? (I.e.; Portland, Vancouver, and Washougal which limit 

use types and time periods)



Objective of Subcommittee:



Consumer Grade Fireworks

o "Consumer fireworks" means any small firework device designed to produce visible effects by combustion and which must comply with 
the construction, chemical composition, and labeling regulations of the United States consumer product safety commission, as set
forth in 16 C.F.R. Parts 1500 and 1507 and including some small devices designed to produce audible effects, such as whistling devices, 
ground devices containing 50 mg or less of explosive materials, and aerial devices containing 130 mg or less of explosive materials and 
classified as fireworks UN0336 by the United States department of transportation at 49 C.F.R. Sec. 172.101

o It is legal to sell and purchase consumer fireworks within this state from twelve o'clock noon to eleven o'clock p.m. on the twenty-
eighth of June, from nine o'clock a.m. to eleven o'clock p.m. on each day from the twenty-ninth of June through the fourth of July, 
from nine o'clock a.m. to nine o'clock p.m. on the fifth of July, from twelve o'clock noon to eleven o'clock p.m. on each day from 
the twenty-seventh of December through the thirty-first of December of each year

o Consumer fireworks may be used or discharged each day between the hours of twelve o'clock noon and eleven o'clock p.m. on the
twenty-eighth of June and between the hours of nine o'clock a.m. and eleven o'clock p.m. on the twenty-ninth of June to the third 
of July, and on July 4th between the hours of nine o'clock a.m. and twelve o'clock midnight, and between the hours of nine o'clock 
a.m. and eleven o'clock p.m. on July 5th, and from six o'clock p.m. on December 31st until one o'clock a.m. on January 1st of the 
subsequent year

o The City of Camas limited the discharge of fireworks to July 4th and New Year's Eve in 2018



Legal Consumer Fireworks:



Fireworks that are ILLEGAL in Washington:



Aerial devices are limited to 60 mg of explosive powder



"Safe & Sane" Fireworks

• Some jurisdictions have limited the sale and use of consumer fireworks

• These are commonly called "Safe & Sane Fireworks", but there is no consistent legal definition

• "Safe and sane" are not a brand but are types of fireworks that include: fountains, sparklers, 

smokeballs, snake-type fireworks, ground-spinning fireworks, pinwheels, most novelty fireworks, 

toy/trick noisemakers, and some crackling items—basically anything that doesn't leave the ground

• The City of Washougal defines Safe & Sane Fireworks as "those that are neither projectile nor 

explosive—basically anything that doesn’t leave the ground"

o This includes fountains, sparklers, smoke balls, ground spinners, pinwheels, snake-type fireworks, toy/trick noise makers, 

most novelty items, and some crackling items



Number of Noise Complaints in 2023



Fireworks-related Fires in 2023



Rights vs. Responsibility

• Quiet neighborhoods 365 days a year vs. the ability to celebrate with fireworks twice a year

• Homes and property not being exposed to the increased risk of fire damage

• RCW 70.77.488: It is unlawful for any person to discharge or use fireworks in a reckless manner which creates a substantial risk of death or

serious physical injury to another person or damage to the property of another. A violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor.

o This RCW is rarely enforced except in situation involving gross negligence or malicious use of fireworks; fireworks fires are often written off 
as "accidental"

• People and pets sensitive to noise not exposed

• Responsibility to discharge fireworks in a safe and courteous manner

• Responsibility to clean up debris after discharge



Potential Policy Options:


