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Background 

Planning Commission Workshop: 
Nov & Dec 

Planning Commission Hearing: 
January

Council Meeting: April 

Planning Commission Hearing: 
April

Council Hearing: May



Attachments

• Staff Report

• Exhibit 1 –Recommended Amendments

• Exhibit 2 –Memo from City Attorney

• Exhibit 3-5 – Public Comments

• Additional comments:
• Dept of Commerce

• CC Association of Realtors 



Overview 

• Update retaining wall application submittals

• Clarify pedestrian connection requirements 

• Regulate Residential Treatment Facilities 

• Temporary signs in roundabouts

• Update the permit process for code 
interpretation 



Retaining 
Wall 
Application 
Submittals

• Require cross-sections for walls over 4 feet
• To prevent walls that exceed the maximum 

height permitted 



Pedestrian 
Connection –
Block Lengths 



Pedestrian 
Connection -
Cul-de-sacs 



Overview 

• Residential Treatment Facilities (RTFs)

• Sober Living Homes

• Transitional Housing



Essential 
Public 
Facility 

• RCW 36.70A.200:
• A RTF is considered an Essential Public Facility 

and may not be a prohibited



Fair 
Housing Act 

• Disability/Handicap: Includes individuals 
recovering from drug or alcohol addiction

• No city may treat “a residential structure 
occupied by persons of handicaps differently 
than a similar residential structure”



Sober Living 
Homes

• Houses “persons with handicaps”

• Similar to an “Adult Family Home” 
• Treat as Single-Family Home

• No more than 8 beds allowed to differentiate 
between an RTF

• Allow in same zones as Hotels and Single-
Family Homes



Transitional 
Housing 

• Separate from RTFs and Sober Living Homes

• Cannot prohibit in any zones that allow for 
Single-Family Homes or Hotels 

• Allow in same zones as “Permanent 
Supportive Housing”



Residential 
Treatment 
Facilities 
(RTFs)

• More commercial in nature than Sober 
Living Home

• Requires more services than Sober Living

• 1,000-ft spatial distancing 



RTFs, 
Sober Living Homes, &
Transitional Housing



RTFs, 
Sober Living Homes, &
Transitional Housing



RTFs, 
Sober Living 
Homes, and 
Transitional 
Housing

















Zoning Map



Development 
Sign

“Not to be less than 6 sf”



Code 
Interpretation  
Permit Process 

• Type I: “do not require interpretation…” 

• Type II: “involve the exercise of some 
interpretation and discretion…”



Temporary Signs

• Preventing signs in 
center islands, splitter 
islands and 10’ of 
outer curb

Splitter Islands

Outer Curb



Next Steps
• Discuss proposed amendments
• Conduct a public hearing
• Direct City Attorney to return with adoptive 

ordinance


