
Egret Education & Outreach

1

Presented to Parks Board on March 20, 2025

3/11/2025



3/11/2025 2

Outline
Background: Egret Rookeries in 

Burleson and Issues associated with 

them

Protected Status & Challenges 

associated with mitigating egrets 

Burleson Egret Deterrent Program

City Education & Outreach



3/11/2025 3

Background
An egret rookery (colony of nests where dozens, sometimes 
hundreds, of egrets congregate) was established in May 
2024 in the Shady Oaks area.

• 2024: Shady Oaks
• 2017: Redhaw Court/Clinton Street
• 2018: SW Brushy Mound (Brown’s Mountain)

The egrets posed a variety of negative impacts and concerns 
on the residential neighborhood during their nesting period. 

MessNoise Health ConcernsProperty Damage
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Protected Status
Egrets are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA), making it illegal to harm or harass them once 
they are nesting. Therefore, early action and 
deterrence are crucial.
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Challenges

No Interference Allowed: Once egrets lay eggs, they 
cannot be moved or disturbed due to the MBTA’s strict 
regulations. 

Colonial Behavior: Egrets are highly social during 
nesting and will often return to the same site year 
after year, bringing more birds with them each time. If 
a colony forms, the problem tends to get worse over 
time, making future deterrence more difficult.
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Mitigating Best Practices
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Mitigating Best Practices
Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Landscaping
Herons and egrets need trees of substantial size to support their nests. Pruning and/or removing trees 
during the non-breeding season to eliminate perches and nest sites can reduce the amount of habitat 
available to waterbird colonies. If the birds return the following year, continue to prune perches and nest 
sites before the first egg is laid. All deterrent measures must stop once the first egg is laid.

Exclusion
Aside from completely removing all nesting substrate, installing exclusion netting over roost and 
nest trees is the most effective deterrent method for herons and egrets. Installing 1 – 2 inch mesh 
netting over some trees while also implementing other deterrent measures can minimize costs and 
still reduce the number of nests that are established. Be sure to use strong mesh to survive weather 
conditions. Do not use loosely hung, small mesh netting such as mist netting, as it can cause bird 
loss and draw public and regulatory attention.
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Mitigating Best Practices
Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Lasers
Wildlife Services’ research has found that low power, long-wavelength lasers (red beam) can bean 
effective bird deterrent method and aid in dispersing flocks of birds under low-light conditions (i.e., 
between sunset and sunrise). Green lasers have also been found to effectively deter herons and egrets 
away from sensitive locations. Lasers can be aimed at objects near the birds, such as shrubs or sidewalks, 
in order to reflect the light and affect bird behavior. Lasers must be used with extreme caution and should 
not be aimed directly at birds or up at the sky. We recommend using an experienced professional for safe 
and successful bird dispersal with lasers. During the non-breeding season, harassment with lasers should 
continue until the birds fly.
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Mitigating Best Practices
Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Noise making devices

• Clappers
Multiple, rapid claps can be more effective at flushing perched birds than a single clap. Must be used 
aggressively and continuously. 

• Loud air horns
Horns powered by an air compressor are very loud and are extremely effective.

• Airsoft pellets
Airsoft pellets shot through foliage in the trees where herons and egrets are roosting can be very 
effective. The sound of pellets zipping through foliage often flushes birds that are unresponsive to 
other hazing methods. Be very careful to avoid hitting any birds with airsoft pellets since they can 
cause minor injuries. Biodegradable pellets are recommended to avoid polluting the environment. 
Again, continuous use is the key to success.
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Mitigating Best Practices
Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Noise making devices

• Electronic devices that play bird alarm calls
Such as Bird Gard ®, can repel herons and egrets away, but they may be disruptive to nearby 
businesses and residents. 

• Propane cannons
Propane cannons under roost trees can also be effective. However, herons and egrets can become 
accustomed to them and may not respond if they are used too often.

Physical methods
Another method that may be considered is hitting the birds with a stream of water from a garden hose. This 
may pose a nuisance to the birds without injuring them. Whatever combination of deterrent methods are 
used, they must be used continuously and aggressively. Implementing deterrents for only an hour each 
day has a limited chance of success. 
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Roosting Vs Nesting
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Burleson Egret Deterrent Program
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Deterrent Program
• City Council approved $30,000 to be utilized for an 

egret deterrent program. The program consists of:
• Go-Kits (scary eye balloon, air horn, jet nozzle 

for hose, bird scare ribbon, information on 
how to correctly use the contents and 
information on the city’s noise ordinance)

• Gas Cannon, projector lasers for city use
• Outreach campaigns – yard signs
• Overtime for animal services staff
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Education & Outreach
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Multifaceted campaign 
• Social Media

Facebook, Instagram, X, NextDoor
• Enewsletters
• News Release
• Dedicated webpage (www.burlesontx.com/egrets)
• Yard Signs 
• Everbridge Text Messages and Phone Calls
• Town Hall Meeting
• City Staff Education
• Flyers on homes affected by past rookeries 
• BTX 311 Reporting Tool
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Social Media
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Enewsletter & Yard Signs
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Website & Internal Education
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Staff Contact
DeAnna Phillips

Director of Community Services

dphillips@burlesontx.com

817-426-9662

mailto:dphillips@burlesontx.com

