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Background

An egret rookery (colony of nests where dozens, sometimes
hundreds, of egrets congregate) was established in May
2024 in the Shady Oaks area.

2024: Shady Oaks
2017: Redhaw Court/Clinton Street
2018: SW Brushy Mound (Brown’s Mountain)

The egrets posed a variety of negative impacts and concerns
on the residential neighborhood during their nesting period.
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Noise Mess Property Damage Health Concerns

3/11/2025



Protected Status

Egrets are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA), making it illegal to harm or harass them once
they are nesting. Therefore, early action and
deterrence are crucial.

3/11/2025



Challenges

No Interference Allowed: Once egrets lay eggs, they
cannot be moved or disturbed due to the MBTA’s strict

regulations.

Colonial Behavior: Egrets are highly social during
nesting and will often return to the same site year
after year, bringing more birds with them each time. If
a colony forms, the problem tends to get worse over
time, making future deterrence more difficult.
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Mitigating Best Practices
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Mitigating Best Practices

Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Landscaping

Herons and egrets need trees of substantial size to support their nests. Pruning and/or removing trees
during the non-breeding season to eliminate perches and nest sites can reduce the amount of habitat
available to waterbird colonies. If the birds return the following year, continue to prune perches and nest
sites before the first egg is laid. All deterrent measures must stop once the first egg is laid.

Exclusion

Aside from completely removing all nesting substrate, installing exclusion netting over roost and
nest trees is the most effective deterrent method for herons and egrets. Installing 1 - 2 inch mesh
netting over some trees while also implementing other deterrent measures can minimize costs and
still reduce the number of nests that are established. Be sure to use strong mesh to survive weather
conditions. Do not use loosely hung, small mesh netting such as mist netting, as it can cause bird
loss and draw public and regulatory attention.
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Mitigating Best Practices

Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Lasers

Wildlife Services’ research has found that low power, long-wavelength lasers (red beam) can bean
effective bird deterrent method and aid in dispersing flocks of birds under low-light conditions (i.e.,
between sunset and sunrise). Green lasers have also been found to effectively deter herons and egrets
away from sensitive locations. Lasers can be aimed at objects near the birds, such as shrubs or sidewalks,
in order to reflect the light and affect bird behavior. Lasers must be used with extreme caution and should
not be aimed directly at birds or up at the sky. We recommend using an experienced professional for safe
and successful bird dispersal with lasers. During the non-breeding season, harassment with lasers should
continue until the birds fly.
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Mitigating Best Practices

Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Noise making devices

* Clappers
Multiple, rapid claps can be more effective at flushing perched birds than a single clap. Must be used
aggressively and continuously.

* Loud air horns
Horns powered by an air compressor are very loud and are extremely effective.

* Airsoft pellets
Airsoft pellets shot through foliage in the trees where herons and egrets are roosting can be very
effective. The sound of pellets zipping through foliage often flushes birds that are unresponsive to
other hazing methods. Be very careful to avoid hitting any birds with airsoft pellets since they can
cause minor injuries. Biodegradable pellets are recommended to avoid polluting the environment.
Again, continuous use is the key to success.
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Mitigating Best Practices

Recommended deterrent measures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services

Note: Using a multiple harassment techniques is more effective at deterring birds than using a single method.

Noise making devices

* Electronic devices that play bird alarm calls
Such as Bird Gard ®, can repel herons and egrets away, but they may be disruptive to nearby
businesses and residents.

* Propane cannons
Propane cannons under roost trees can also be effective. However, herons and egrets can become
accustomed to them and may not respond if they are used too often.

Physical methods

Another method that may be considered is hitting the birds with a stream of water from a garden hose. This
may pose a nuisance to the birds without injuring them. Whatever combination of deterrent methods are
used, they must be used continuously and aggressively. Implementing deterrents for only an hour each
day has a limited chance of success.
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Roosting
« Standing on or around nest

- Sitting on nest
* Pink breeding spots
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Burleson Egret Deterrent Program
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Deterrent Program

e City Council approved $30,000 to be utilized for an
egret deterrent program. The program consists of:
* Go-Kits (scary eye balloon, air horn, jet nozzle
for hose, bird scare ribbon, information on
how to correctly use the contents and
information on the city’s noise ordinance)
* @Gas Cannon, projector lasers for city use
* Outreach campaigns — yard signs
Overtime for animal services staff
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Education & Outreach
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THE CITY OF

BURLESON

Multifaceted campaign

STAY CONNECTED
FOR EGRET INFO
* Social Media
Facebook, Instagram, X, NextDoor
* Enewsletters (B Yl ALLTHE wavs
TO CONNECT
* News Release Ok3 WITH THE CITY

* Dedicated webpage (www.burlesontx.com/egrets)
* Yard Signs
* Everbridge Text Messages and Phone Calls

. ALERTS TO YOUR PHONE WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTE
« Town Hall Meeting (<m>> Sign up ot hapiod S
. . www.burlesontccom/alert Pal, www.burlesontx.com/enewsletter
» City Staff Education

* Flyers on homes affected by past rookeries G SocaMEo P —
: |BURLESONTX @
e BTX 311 Reporting TOOI /BURLESONANIMALSHELTER @@BURLESONAMMALSHUruz

. Nextdoor

BTX REPORT EGRET = "Wburlesontxcom/3ll

& 817-426-9600

3-" gL SIGHTINGS HE) pownload the BTX 311 App

MC!

LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW TO DETER EGRETS:
WWW.BURLESONTX.COM/EGRETS
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Social Media

O City of Burieson, Texas Government ©

k od DeAnna Phillips
o

Octobar 024 @

This summer, the Shady Oaks neighborhood dealt with an egres rookery, and these federally
protected birds can wreak havoc on communities with their noise and odor. With fall here and
winter approaching, now 15 the time 1o prepare your property 1o prevent future rookenes next
spring. Remove any old or abandoned nests, trim back tree branches, and clear away deadwood.
Thinning tree canopees allows more sunhight in, maksng your property less attractive 1o nesting
egrets. Don't ... See more

AFTER NESTING
SEASON
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O\ Clty of Burleson, Texas Government @

h Anna Philips

o
November 20, 2024 - @
? 7 Why should you prevent egrets from nesting in your neighborhood?
Egret rookenes can bring hundreds of birds, creating ssgnificant nussances from thew smell, noise,
and waste. They often damage trees by killing branches and harming the surrounding grass, Once
they nest, the birds remain in the area for several months, making the disruption long-lasting.
Taking steps to deter nesting early can help protect your nelghborhood's environment and quality
of life.

Now i the p.., See more

OCTOBER - |

@ e

( Yo v T
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Vo TEE et s e
) P
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ECRET ROOXERY
PREVENTION

JANUARY

V)

FAMILARIIT YOURSELF
WITH MICRATONY BROS

FIND OUT HOW YOuR
NOCHDBOKMOOD
DRTRBUTES MEWR OF
MO0 VCHTINGE
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Enewsletter & Yard Signs
IF YOU SEE ME.
First Egret Sighting of the Season‘ R EPO RT ME.

The city has recorded its first

egret sighting of the season. A EGRET ROOKERY

resident submitted a BTX 311 PREVETION

ticket reporting six egrets near -

Fire Station 3 on Lakewood EGRET y Be Prepared for the Upcoming m Season

Difve. SIGHTING - MORE INFO:

We're approaching the time

Animal Services inspected the ) Ssnmmms when egret scouting birds <t B U R LESONTX COMI 311 E
area and obser\(ed_only doves ey begin searching for nesting PREVENTION
and hawks at this time. NESTING MATEMALS i TREES. spots. Don't let your

Page 2 - Add page title ~ ® @ w

;?véen\;er:{ Eglr?]i?\?jrgfigf:nret Teks stk wasion ] () neighborhood become their
P g SEAne EvE BALLOONS. destination!

season is approaching, and we V) HOISEMAKERS WATER SoRAYS
should all stay vigilant.
¥ 1. Set up deterrents now. Do N ’T L ET M E y <
2. Collaborate with I saaATORY BiB0s
neighbors to share egret . H a N G o UT I N

¥
JANUARY Y

Egrets can become a
significant nuisance if they

choose to nest in your area, sightings.
causing noise, odor, and property damage. Now is the time to put deterrent 3. Report sightings to BTX
place to prevent them from settling. Since these birds are federally protecte 311 Yo U R YAR D o R T R E Es

once they begin nesting, they cannot be removed until the nesting season
ends—a process that can take up to five months. Take action now to help
keep your neighborhood egret-freel

4 Learn to identify egrets
and find more tips

Learn more about how to prevent egrets from nesting in your trees D ET E R M E
Report egret sightings to BTX 311 |

H: MORE INFO:
m BURLESONTX.COM/EGRETS
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Website & Internal Education O wentity sentry Birds

Bumsuu

Government Departmants Community

Egrets

Migratory Birds

Report an Egret Concern

ot hese brves Fularaary: Ve

What can you do once birds have arrived?
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b aus. rwiOCATe, TIAVE 3¢ SLEANTPE 10 Iare away the Sird iy sy mmans during resting ssscco

tak tite os

BURLESON

Thzat
Animal
Services

Urban Rookery Prevention

Sentry Dirdds are the frst 10 armve 10okang 1or 9ood nesting plac

o BTX 3N

Report sightary

Onine Sarvices Busingss | want To... dat ot Ench spaciss bas & dfferert bresding penod. Be on the
kout 4 v UTae Fobvur, Yellow-Crowned Night Heron. March C-mh Egret Gtoa'
Egret, Great Nuc N«on Lmu Blue Heron, Snwy Egret '
GeCnpliors Nesting Season 1§ typicaly March - Holer Pri and Dot resing S - Februsry
? Do not kil, harase, relocate, move or attempt to scare awsy the birds by any means dunng nesting cescon.
. ¢ 40 - 46 nche
[ I ] '.mvv."ﬂ!_\ noae
haroeres or a5
- change gunng ditferset
Ty of the year
> o Breed bte Febeuaty - Ocsobert
Marth i
Da ot kil Seowy Egret
e |lar y)" 4-" ot
e Wingspar Il ddirches
= Fraquently notcad in &es
. Not o e
- long s black -
o Lang slender neck o Pads Diue iF weh dark Dp .
* Backleg o Breed March - My . iy ®
§ i e e s o Beight yellow tee P-
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Learn more at burlesontx.com/earets: [8]
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Staff Contact

DeAnna Phillips
Director of Community Services
dphillips@burlesontx.com
817-426-9662
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