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The Cattle Egret

Is & stecky boron with @
wingspan of 25" o 38°

Mainly white plumage, a
yallew bit! and fong
arayieh yallow legs.

The EGRET feed mostly
an irsoots, ospocially

grasshoppers, crickots,
fifes, moths and splders.
Thoy will eaf frogs,
lirands and aarthworms.
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Migratory Birds [Egrets/Herons)

Texss is @ major route for migratory birds sholtling betwesn the United
Stales and Canada. This annual event can impact residential,
commercial and indusirial propedies, As you may know, your
nelghborhood and surrounding area has been affected by nesting
egrets and herons. Initially only & few birds arived during the early
spnng (March and April) af this year and abruptly hundrads of birds
mrved in and began estabBshing nests for nesting season.

Althowgh this natural cycle can be beautiful, the challenges assaciated
can be owerwhelming. The nesting birds bring challenges such as
noise, odor and significant amounts of axcremant cowaring atrests,
sidawalks, cars and mailboses on public and private propeny

City staff is wnable to address any of these issues while the birds are
nesting. Catlle egrels are Prolected under the Fedaral Higratnr!,r Bird
Trealy Act, which means that these birde or their young (inchuding
eggsh, or their cument active nests cannol be Killed or destroyed
‘iolabsra ane s I:lf“"t to hefty fines and or penalties

Itk in
pveryona's bast
interest o try
and stop tha
problem before it
staris this

spring. The city
nends the help of

b & "
EARLY SPRING residante te
HABITAT HARRRSMENT PRocRam RS
T - ) *

NOISE fmmp

LIGHT o WATER

THE SofT @F

BUR!-ESUN Animal

Services

Preventing Migratory Bird MNesting
Homeowner Checklist
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Hemave any old, abandoned nests
Trim your frees, Remove deadwood, thin tree canopy fo alow sunlight bebween limbsfrees,
Familianze yourself with “sentry” birds. They are the first to arrive, looking for good nesting places.
Fird out hew yaur neighbarhoed plans to distnbute news of bird sightings
Watch for “sentry” birds and repaort sightings to your neighbars
Each species has a different breeding period. Be on the lookout far these birds beginning in
Eebruary - Yellow-Crowmed Might Heron
IMarch - Cattle Egret, Great Egret, Great Blua Heron, Little Blue Heron, Snowy Egret
Check daily for birds and nesting material in your trees
Begin scare factics as soon as you s8e birds on or near your property.
Use noisemakers, water spray or shine lights at night.
Hang "scare eye” balloons or other moving objects in trees.
Use long poles, tennis balls or water hoses to disturb early nesting material

The City has two migratory bird deterrent sound systems that can be strategically placed in
areas to discourage Egrets from sattling in neighborhoods.

The City's Animal Service Departrent will b2 an high patrol during the start of the nesting
period and can deploy preventive noise making devices

DO NOT HARM BIRDS OR EGGS. Migratory birds are protected by international treaty.
Onee birds begin sitting on nests, eggs are probably present. You cannot kill, harass,
mave of disturd the birds during nesting season.

| If you have dead birds on your property, you can call Animal Services at 817-426-9283 for pick-up.
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