Scenic Texas

Community Services Council Subcommittee — November 11, 2026

Tony D. Mcllwain, Development Services Director



Who is Scenic Texas?

= Councilwoman Alexa Boedeker inquired with the City Manager’s office
about the possibility of the City pursuing Scenic Texas certification.

= Scenic Texas is a non-profit organization with the following mission:

Preserve and enhance the scenic character of Texas by protecting its
public spaces, strengthening communities, and advancing scenic
conservation. Through advocacy, education, and strategic programs, we
promote responsible growth that respects the visual environment,
prevents blight, and safeguards the beauty of our communities. We are
committed to ensuring that Texas’s scenic heritage endures—supporting
vibrant places where people live, travel, and connect with the land.
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Scenic Texas Certification

" Program gives cities a comprehensive tool to assess, evaluate, and
earn statewide recognition for excellence in infrastructure,
environmental stewardship, and community character—strengthening
quality of life, economic vitality, tourism appeal, and civic pride.

= Scenic City Certification Program (SCCP) establishes a foundation of
cohesive scenic standards and land planning practices that advance
sustainability through environmental conservation, ecosystem

management, and environmental education. Certification is point-
based.

= SCCP provides innovative tools and educational resources used for the
development, implementation, and evaluation of landscaping plans
and infrastructure standards.
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Certified Texas Scenic
Cities

Scenic Texas has a best
practices resource guide
that details research
methods and 10 visual
tenets.

Visual tenets directly
relate to the criteria
contained within the
Scenic City application.

Serving Texas Communities Since 1985

CERTIEIEDMEXASSCENICICITIES

Platinum

Arlington
Bee Cave
Buda
Cedar Park
Celina
Denton
Dripping Springs
Falrview
Flower Mound
Frisco
Granbury
Horseshoe Bay
Irving
Keller
Lago Vista
Lancaster
League City
Little Elm
McAllen
McKinney
Mesquite
Migsguri City
North Richland Hills
Pearland
Pflugervilie
Plano
Richardson
Richmond
Roanoke
Rowlert
Schertz
Southlake
Sugar Land
Westlake

Gold

Argyle
Bastrop
Beaumont
Bedford
Belton
Benbrook
Blanco
Boerne
Bulverde
Cedar Hill
Cibolo
Colleyville
Corinth
Cuero
DeSoto
Edinburg
El Campo
Fort Worth
Grand Prairie
Heath
Hutto
Herrville
Kyle@
LaVernia
Leander
Manor
Mansftield
Marble Falls
Nassau Bay
Nelanville
Pharr
Port Aransas
Prosper
Round Rock
San Antonio
Sealy
South Padre
Island
Webster
West Lake Hills

Stlver

Anna
Brownsville
Houston
Lucas
Princetan
West University
Place
Wylie

Bronze

Dayton
Duncanville
Forest Hill
Garden Ridge
Goliad
Helotes
Haufman
Mineola
Qrange Grove
Pilot Point
Port Lavaca
Rockdale
Sachse
San Marcos
Seabrook
Taylor
Tomball

Recognized

Baytown
Dalhart
Denison
Freeport
Hemah
Lake Jackson
Manve!
Shavano Park

Scenic City
of the Year

:




Ten Visual Tenets

The evaluation reviews every applicant’s existing ordinance and code language in these areas

Scenic City Certification Program | Scenic Texas - YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f22iFCb1dTI&t=4s

Certification Key Benefits

=Prestige, Public Recognition & Visibility

sStrengthen & Promote Economic Development
and Tourism Appeal

sStrategic Marketing & Outreach Support
=Policy Advocacy & Legislative Representation

"Municipal Development & Best Practice
Resources




Certification Key Benefits

=sEfforts to obtain certification status are
rewarding, yet labor intensive.

="Will require a comprehensive review of land
development regulations, parks and open spaces,
landscaping, and current practices relating to
placement of utilities.

sSuccessful certification will require strong
advocacy from appointed and elected officials.

BIX

MADE




Committee Direction/ Next Steps

= Does the Committee want further information
on this topic?

5|f not, what would the Committee like to do as
next steps?
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THE CITY OF

BURLESON

Questions / Comments

Tony D. Mcllwain
Development Services Director
tmcilwain@burlesontx.com
817.426.9684
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