
KIDS AROUND THE WORLD:
A NEW CHAPTER FOR BTX PLAYGROUNDS
CITY COUNCIL: SEPTEMBER 23, 2024

STAFF PRESENTER: JEN BASHAM, DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND RECREATION



Overview

1

Kids Around the World:
Program History and Overview

2

Addressing Community 
Needs, Benefits, and Impact

3 Agreement Terms

4 Roles and Responsibilities

5 Timeline and Next Steps



Addressing Community Needs, 
Benefits, and Impact:

•Addressing Community Needs: Cost Savings
•Reduces costs on equipment disassembly, removal, and 
disposal.
•Allows the City to extend and allocate additional dollars to 
other park improvements and community projects, 
maximizing budget impact.
•Cost savings vary depending on the playground being 
replaced.

•Impact: Serves Underprivileged Areas Globally
•Allows us to provide playgrounds to children in 
impoverished communities worldwide.
•Opportunity for Volunteerism: Community members can 
help with equipment removal (liability waiver required).

•Benefits: Recycle and Upcycle Equipment
•Promotes environmental sustainability by recycling and 
repurposing old playground equipment, reducing waste and 
extending the life of valuable resources.



Program History and 
Overview

• Program History
• Established: 1994 (currently celebrating its 30th year)
• Mission: To provide safe play spaces for children in 

underprivileged communities worldwide (non-profit).
• Impact: Served in 87 countries since inception

• Program Overview
• PLAY Upcycling Program:

• Goal: To upcycle playground equipment and provide 
safe and engaging play environments for children in 
impoverished communities globally.

• Focus: Reusing and repurposing playground 
materials to extend their life and reach more 
communities in need.



Agreement Term 
Highlights

• Donation of Equipment: 
• The equipment is donated "as-is" without any 

warranties or guarantees regarding its condition or 
safety. Kids Around The World, Inc. assumes all risks 
associated with the equipment after donation, and the 
City disclaims all liabilities post-donation.

• Removal Process: 
• Kids Around The World, Inc. is responsible for the 

disassembly and removal of the playground equipment 
at no cost to the City. The organization assumes liability 
for any accidents or damages during the removal 
process, adhering to a defined schedule and 
coordination with city officials.

• Usage Restrictions: 
• The equipment cannot be repurposed or resold within 

the United States. The organization is responsible for 
ensuring proper disposal or use overseas.



Roles and Responsibilities

• City of Burleson: The City’s role includes providing access to the equipment, coordinating with the 
removal team, and ensuring that the removal process aligns with city regulations and standards.

• Kids Around The World, Inc.: The organization is tasked with the actual disassembly and removal of 
the equipment, restoring the areas affected by their activities to their original condition, and 
adhering to all insurance and indemnification requirements as outlined in the agreement.



Timeline and Next Steps

1 • Park Board Agreement 
Recommendation
• Date: September 12

2 • Council Agreement Execution
• Date: September 23

3 • Playground Removal
• Estimated Date: Early October 

(Week of October 7) 

4 • New Playground Installation: 
Meadowcrest
• Estimated Date: Mid to Late 

October



Options

Approve Playground Equipment Removal and 
Indemnification Agreement with Kids Around 
The World, Inc. for the donation, disassembly, 

and removal of end-of-life playground 
equipment at no cost to the City.

Deny

8

Staff recommendation


