
Watering Restrictions 
Ordinance Update

Community Services Committee
February 4, 2026



Outline

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

 High-level overview of state water use data

 Wholesale water supply agreement with Fort Worth

 Fort Worth changes to irrigation violations enforcement

 Corresponding revisions to Burleson ordinance and enforcement 

 Discussion

2February 4, 2026



February 4, 2026 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 3

Source: Texas Water Development Board

 Burleson physically lies within 

both Region C (Tarrant County) 

and Region G (Johnson County)

 Burleson’s wholesale supply 

comes from City of Fort Worth

State Water Planning Regions
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Source: TWDB, 2022 
Water Use Survey as 
of 1/9/2025
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Source: TWDB, 2026 Region C Water Plan
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Source: TWDB, 2026 Region C Water Plan

1 acre-foot = 325,851 gallons

Projected shortage for irrigation alone just in Water Planning Region C 
is 5,501 acre-feet or approximately 1.8 Billion gallons in 2030



Additional Drivers 
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Continued population growth – approximately 200,000 

people added to the region each year for the past five years 2026 FIFA World Cup – nine matches to be 
played in the region (said to be equivalent to 
hosting 10 Super Bowls) generating 
additional water demands this summer and 
making conservation even more important 
than normal



Wholesale Water Agreement
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Current agreement term is January 2011 through September 2031 and outlines 
items such as:

• How much water is made available to Burleson 

• Where water will be delivered

• How Burleson will be charged and billed for the water

• How impact fees (for City of Fort Worth) apply to developments in Burleson

• How Burleson will enact the same water use restrictions, rationing, and 
conservation measures as the City of Fort Worth 

Not updating our ordinance to remain in alignment with Fort Worth, could 
constitute a breach of the agreement.



City of Fort Worth Changes
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Fort Worth remains focused on the goal of voluntary compliance; however, sustained violations or 
nuisance conditions require more decisive measures to prevent water waste, reduce water system peak 
demands, and slow the need for costly system expansions. 

On November 11, 2025, Fort Worth adopted updates to progressive enforcement process for violations 
of watering restrictions to: 

• Incorporate use of AMI data to assess violations where applicable (visual inspections for residential 
properties) 

• Assess a non-compliance administrative fee in lieu of civil penalties on a customer’s monthly billing cycle

• Lock or shut off water service for repeated violations

• Establish requirements for re-establishment of service 



Current Burleson Irrigation Restrictions 

(Chapter 82-15, Ordinance CSO#130-01-2015)
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Except for hand watering and use of soaker hoses, 
irrigation/watering is not allowed:

• Between 10am and 6pm 

• Any day other than the twice per week schedule outlined below:

• Even-numbered single-family residential addresses –

Wednesdays and Saturdays

• Odd-numbered single-family residential addresses –

Thursdays and Sundays

• All non-residential (non-single-family residential) – Tuesdays 

and Fridays 



Penalties in Current Burleson Ordinance
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1st

Violation

2nd

Violation

•Minimu

m $250 

fine

3rd

Violation

•Minimu

m $500 

fine

Subsequent 
Violations

•Minimum 

$750 fine;  

subject 

water 

shutoff

Written Warning

Five violations were documented 
in calendar year 2025 in Burleson. 

Lower penalties in the updated 
ordinance are intended to result in 
more consistent application and 
ultimately to result in the desired 
behavior change.



Progressive Enforcement to Be Added for Burleson
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For example: Apartment Complex X is found running their sprinkler system on Monday, June 1st which is a violation 
since non-residential properties are only allowed to irrigate on Tuesdays and Fridays. They receive a 1st Notice of 
Violation and would have one month to address the issue (repair / reprogram the system, etc.). Apartment Complex 
X is found running the sprinkler system again on Wednesday, July 8th which is also a violation since Wednesdays are 
residential irrigation days. Apartment Complex X would now be assessed a $25 administrative non-compliance fee 
for the second violation. 

(Twice weekly watering schedule for Burleson adopted January 20, 2015)

Violation Administrative Fee

1st Notice of Violation None (written notice)

2nd Notice of Violation $25

3rd Notice of Violation $50

4th Notice of Violation $75

Non-emergency Termination of Water
Lock out fees, Lock out tampering fees (if 
applicable), and restoration fees
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Credit: EPA WaterSense



Next Steps

• Committee recommendation(s) to full Council 

sought today regarding changes to the 

ordinance and enforcement

• Public hearing and Council consideration of the 

ordinance in March 2026 

• Outreach campaign to inform the public and 

raise awareness 
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Questions / Discussion

Errick Thompson, Director
Public Works Department
ethompson@burlesontx.com
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