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City Council 
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Purpose, Background, and Outline
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Staff requests City Council approval of revisions to five sections of Chapter 

82 (Utilities) of the City’s Code of Ordinances:

◦ One is regarding watering restrictions and is required per terms of the wholesale 

water supply agreement with Fort Worth

◦ Two are regarding certain industrial waste discharges and are required per terms of 

the wholesale wastewater service agreement with Fort Worth

◦ Two are regarding backflow prevention assembly testing and are proposed by staff to 

enhance efficiency and accuracy of these state-required reports
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Watering Restrictions 
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• Current wholesale water supply agreement with Fort Worth includes requirements for Burleson
to enact the same water use restrictions, rationing, and conservation as Fort Worth

• Water use restriction ordinance adopted by Fort Worth November 2025 incorporates new 
progressive enforcement process for violations to prevent water waste, reduce water system 
peak demands, and slow the need for costly system expansions

• Incorporates use of AMI data to assess violations where applicable (visual inspections for residential 
properties) 

• Assesses a non-compliance administrative fee in lieu of civil penalties on a customer’s monthly billing 

cycle (progressive penalties - 2nd notice of violation = $25, 3rd = $50, and 4th = $75)

• Provides potential to lock or shut-off irrigation service for repeated violations beyond 4th

• Establishes requirements for re-establishment of service 

The current twice weekly watering schedule remains unchanged



Current Burleson Irrigation Restrictions 

(Chapter 82-14, Ordinance CSO#130-01-2015)
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Except for hand watering and use of soaker hoses, 
irrigation/watering is not allowed:

• Between 10am and 6pm on any day, 365 days per year

• Any day other than the twice per week schedule outlined below:

• Even-numbered single-family residential addresses –

Wednesdays and Saturdays

• Odd-numbered single-family residential addresses –

Thursdays and Sundays

• All non-residential (non-single-family residential) – Tuesdays 

and Fridays 

Variances may be granted in limited circumstances 



Penalties in Current and Proposed Burleson Chapter 82-14
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1st Notice of Violation

1

1st Notice of Violation 2nd Notice of Violation

2

2nd Notice of Violation 3rd Notice of Violation

3

3rd Notice of Violation

4

4th Notice of Violation

Written Warning

Written Warning

Note: Five violations documented in calendar year 2025 in Burleson - lower dollar amount penalties in the proposed 
ordinance are anticipated to result in more consistent application and ultimately the desired behavior change

$250 fine

$25 Non-compliance fee 

$500 fine

$50 Non-compliance fee 

$750 fine; subject to 
shut-off

$75 Non-compliance fee 

Subsequent violations subject to Non-emergency termination of irrigation service; lock out fees, lock out tampering 
fees (if applicable), and restoration fees

Proposed ordinance replaces citations processed through Municipal Court with non-compliance fees added to water bills 
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Source: EPA WaterSense

Public Outreach
In collaboration with the city’s award-winning Communications team, a campaign 
to raise awareness of water conservation and irrigation restrictions has been 
underway over the last couple of months (see examples) and will continue through 
the summer with emphasis on any ordinance updates adopted  



Community Services Committee Feedback 
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• Staff presented an overview of the 

proposed ordinance to the 

committee February 4, 2026

• Committee supported moving the 

ordinance forward to City Council 



Industrial Waste Discharge 
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• Current wholesale wastewater service agreement with Fort Worth includes requirements for 
Burleson participation in Fort Worth’s compliance with federal and state permits and to enact 
ordinances consistent with those in Fort Worth related to wastewater discharge and compliance

• Evolving regulatory requirements have caused Fort Worth to amend an ordinance to position 
them for compliance and require cooperation of their customers (including wholesale cities like 
Burleson and the customers of those cities) 

• Recent ordinance adopted by Fort Worth:

• Limits hauling or trucking of highly toxic industrial waste to help ensure that dangerous industrial 
compounds are removed before leaving the industrial site 

• Adds new definitions for PFAs (“forever chemicals”)

• Prohibits PFAs or PFAs-related substances above baseline concentrations without a plan of correction 
that incorporates best management practices  

• Changes to both Chapters 82-41 and 82-43 are necessary to align Burleson ordinances with the 
recent Fort Worth changes regarding highly toxic waste and PFAs



Backflow Prevention Assembly Test 

(BPAT) Reporting
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International Plumbing Code (Ch. 6), International Residential 
Code (Ch. 29), and TCEQ require assemblies as protection for 
public water system and require annual testing

Backflow: Water flowing opposite its intended direction, either from 
loss of pressure in supply lines or increase in pressure on customer 
side - backflow can carry contaminants with it into supply lines

Codes in effect at time of construction/renovation 
determine assemblies or other devices required



Backflow Prevention Assembly Test (BPAT) Reporting
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• Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and plumbing 
codes require installation and annual testing of backflow prevention 
devices to prevent contamination of the public water system 

• TCEQ requires the public water system (Public Works) to receive BPAT 
reports (on paper or electronically including online) and retain them 
for three years

• Public Works receives hundreds of reports annually, mostly hand-
written and through the U.S. mail that must be manually processed 
into a database

• Property owners hire state-licensed testers to conduct annual tests

• Changes to both Chapters 82-233 and 82-240 are necessary to enable 
the transition to a more efficient online system of receiving and 
maintaining the reports

• 82-233 to require the reports be submitted online

• 82-240 to require state licensed testers to register for online 
submittal



Actions Requested

1. Approve an ordinance amending Section 82-14 of the Code of Ordinances 

modifying drought contingency penalties and enforcement

2. Approve an ordinance amending Section 82-41 of the Code of Ordinances 
providing definitions for PFAs-related terms

3. Approve an ordinance amending Section 82-43 of the Code of Ordinances 
limiting hauling or trucking waste with detectable quantities of PFAs and 
prohibiting PFAs or PFAs-related substances above baseline concentrations 
without a plan of correction implementing best management practices

4. Approve an ordinance amending Section 82-233 of the Code of Ordinances to 
require backflow prevention assembly testing reports to be filed online

5. Approve an ordinance amending Section 82-240 of the Code of Ordinances to 
require backflow prevention assembly testers to be registered to submit test 
reports online
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Questions / Discussion
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Appendix

State / Regional Water Planning Information
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Source: Texas Water Development Board

 Burleson physically lies within 

both Region C (Tarrant County) 

and Region G (Johnson County)

 Burleson’s wholesale supply 

comes from City of Fort Worth

State Water Planning Regions
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Source: TWDB, 2026 Region C Water Plan

Projected Deficit: 
~ 1.359 million 
acre-feet across 
Region C

1 acre-foot = 325,851 gallons
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Source: TWDB, 2026 Region C Water Plan

1 acre-foot = 325,851 gallons

Projected shortage for irrigation alone just in Water Planning Region C 
is 5,501 acre-feet or approximately 1.8 Billion gallons in 2030

Municipal water demand includes water used by a variety of consumers including single-family residences, multi-family 
residences, and non-residential establishments (commercial, institutional, and light industrial). Residential and non-
residential consumers uses include drinking, cooking, sanitation, cooling, and landscape watering.



Additional Drivers 
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Continued population growth – approximately 200,000 

people added to the region each year for the past five years

2026 FIFA World Cup – nine matches to be 
played in the region (said to be equivalent to 
hosting 10 Super Bowls) generating 
additional water demands this summer and 
making conservation even more important 
than normal


