
Sec. 62-61. – Definitions. 
 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 
 

Animals means dogs, cats, horses, any fowl or birds, and any living creatures within the 
jurisdiction of the parks, public areas, or recreational areas. 
 

Approving governmental agencies means the City Commission, or their designees. 
 

Crossing means the extension of any sidewalk space, whether marked by a pavement or 
otherwise, across any intersecting drive, street, or highway. 
 

Curb means any boundary of any street, road, avenue, boulevard, or drive, whether or 
not marked by a raised curb. 
 

Path means any footpath, walk, or any path maintained for pedestrians. 
 

Pedestrian means a person on foot. 
 

Permits means any written license issued by or under the authority of the approving 
governmental agency allowing a special event or activity on a park facility. 
 

Soliciting means the same as is defined in Chapter 66 of this Code. 
 

Stopping or standing means any cessation of movement of a vehicle occupied or not, 
except when necessary to avoid conflict with pedestrians or other traffic. 
 

Traffic means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, and vehicles, either singly or 
together. 
 

Vehicles means any conveyance, including motor vehicles, trailers of all types, campers, 
or other wheeled or skid type vehicles, whether powered by muscular power or combustion. 
 

Vending means the selling or trading of any item or service. 
 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.804) 
 
Cross reference – Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 62-62. – Construction of article. 
 

In the interpretation of this article, the provisions shall be construed as follows: 



(1) Any requirement or prohibitions of any act shall respectively extend to and 
include the causing and procuring, directly or indirectly, of such act. 

 
(2) No provision of this article shall make unlawful any act necessarily performed by 

any officer or employee of the City in the line of duty or work as such, or by any 
person, their agent, or employee in the proper and necessary execution of the 
terms of any agreement with the City. 

 
(3) Any act otherwise prohibited by law or local ordinance shall be lawful if 

performed, under, by virtue of, and strictly within the provisions of a permit to 
do so, and to the extent authorized thereby. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.803) 
 
Sec. 62-63. – Purpose  
 

The purpose of this article is to provide rules and regulations for the use of, and conduct 
in, public areas, parks, and recreational areas of the City. 
 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.801) 
 
Sec. 62-64. – Application of article; governing body. 
 

This article shall apply in all public areas, parks, and recreational areas under the 
jurisdiction of the City of Buchanan, unless expressly exempted. For the issuance of permits, 
temporary designations, authorizations, granting of approval, and other actions, the governing 
body shall be the City Commission or its designee. 
 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.802) 
 
Sec. 62-65. – Unlawful acts re structures; plants, trees; earth; animals; water; litter; fires. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person in a public park or recreation area to: 
 

(1) Mark, deface, disfigure, injure, tamper with or displace or remove any buildings, 
bridges, tables, benches, bleachers, fireplaces, railways, paving or paving 
materials, water lines or other public utilities or parts or appurtenances thereof, 
signs, notices, placards, whether temporary or permanent, monuments, stakes, 
posts or other boundary markers, or other structures or equipment, facilities or 
park property or appurtenances whatsoever, either real or personal. 

 
(2) Dig or remove any soil, rocks, stones, sand, trees, shrubs, sod, or plants other 

wood or material or make any excavation by tool, equipment, blasting, or other 
means or agency. 



 
(3) Construct or erect any building or structure of whatever kind, whether 

permanent or temporary, or run or string any public service utility into, upon, or 
across such lands, except upon special written permit issued under this article. 

 
(4) Damage, cut, carve, mark, transplant, or remove any plant, or injure the bark, or 

pick flowers or seed of any tree or plant, dig in or otherwise disturb grass areas 
or in any other way injure the natural beauty or usefulness of any area. 

 
(5) Climb any tree or walk; climb, stand, or sit upon monuments, vases, planters, 

fountains, railings, fences, or upon any other property not designed or 
customarily used for such purpose. 

 
(6) Attach any rope or cable or other contrivance to any tree, fence, railing, bridge, 

bench, or other structure. 
 

(7) Throw, discharge, or otherwise place or cause to be placed in the waters of any 
fountains, ponds, lakes, streams, or other bodies of water in or adjacent to any 
park or other tributary, stream, storm sewer, or drain flowing into such waters, 
any substance, matter, or thing, liquid or solid, which will or may result in the 
pollution of such waters. Take into, carry through, or put into any park, any 
rubbish, refuse, garbage, or other material, except as created in the use of such 
areas. Such refuse or rubbish as created in the use of such areas shall be 
deposited in receptacles so provided. Where receptacles are not provided, all 
such rubbish or waste shall be carried away from the park by the person 
responsible for its presence, and properly disposed of elsewhere. 

 
(8) No person shall drink any beer, wine, or intoxicating liquor in any public way, 

place, park, or outdoor area to which the public is admitted as is defined in 
Section 6-5. 

 
(9) Bring any glass containers into any park or recreation area. 

 
(10) Cause or permit to run loose any animal, except in designated areas. 

 
(11) Tie or hitch an animal to any tree or plant, except in designated areas. 

 
(12) Hunt, molest, harm, frighten, kill, trap, pursue, chase, tease, shoot, or throw 

objects at any animal, wildlife, reptile, or bird; nor shall they remove or have in 
their possession the young of any wild animal, or the eggs or nest of any reptile 
or bird. 

 
(13) Ride a horse, except in designated areas. 

 



(14) Walk a domestic animal without a leash, such leash to be no longer than six (6) 
feet. Further, the owner or person having custody of the domestic animal shall 
be responsible for removal of any animal solid wastes. 

 
(15) Kindle, build, maintain, or use a fire except in places provided for such purpose 

or except upon written permit issued by the governing authority. All fires shall be 
continuously under the care and direction of a competent person from the time 
it is kindled until it is extinguished. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.805) 
 
Sec. 62-66. – Vehicles. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person in a public park or recreation area to: 
 

(1) Drive any vehicle on any area except park roads or parking areas, or such areas 
as may on occasion be specifically designated as temporary areas. 

 
(2) Park a vehicle anywhere except on a designated parking area. 

 
(3) Leave a vehicle standing or parked in established parking areas or elsewhere in a 

park and recreation area during the hours when the park or recreation area is 
closed. 

 
(4) Leave a bicycle in a place other than a bicycle rack when such is provided and 

there is space available. 
 

(5) Ride a bicycle without reasonable regard to the safety of others. 
 

(6) Use the parks, park drives, parking places, or parkways for the purpose of 
preparing or cleaning of any vehicle. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.806) 
 
Sec. 62-67. – Firearms; weapons; fireworks. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to bring into or have in their possession in any park or 
recreation area: 
 

(1) A pistol, revolver, rifle, shotgun, BB gun, air gun, spring gun (in which the 
propelling force is gunpowder, spring, or air), slingshot, bow, knife, machete, or 
other weapon as prescribed by law. 

 



(2) Have in their possession or shoot off any fireworks. Permission may be given by 
the City Commission for conducting properly supervised fireworks in designated 
park areas. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.807) 
 
Sec. 62-68. – Advertising; assemblages; entertainment. 
 

No person shall do any of the following without a permit; provided that no permit shall 
be required for any action or event sponsored by the City or the Recreation Board: 
 

(1) Display any advertising sign or other advertising matter provided that a sign 
attached to a vehicle to identify the vehicle or a sign lawfully on a taxi or bus is 
not prohibited. 

 
(2) Hold any public assemblages. 

 
(3) Conduct exhibits. 

 
(4) Hold a parade. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.808) 
 
Sec. 62-69. – Miscellaneous conduct regulations. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person in a park or recreation area to: 
 

(1) Camp or stay overnight anywhere except in areas designated for camping or 
overnight stays in vehicles or trailers. 

 
(2) Take part in the playing of any games involving thrown or otherwise propelled 

objects, except those in areas designated for such forms of recreation. 
 

(3) Play football, baseball, basketball, soccer, lacrosse, volleyball, or rugby, except in 
areas that are safe for such games. 

 
(4) Rollerskate or use skateboards except in those areas specifically designated for 

such pastimes. 
 

(5) Enter an area posted as closed to the public or designated for a particular 
purpose. 

 



(6) Engage in threatening, abusive, insulting, or indecent language or engage in any 
disorderly, lewd, or suggestive conduct or behavior tending to breach the public 
peace. 

 
(7) Fail to produce and exhibit any permit claimed to be granted, upon request of 

any authorized person who shall desire to inspect the same for the purpose of 
enforcing compliance with any ordinance or rule. 

 
(8) Disturb or interfere unreasonably with any person or party occupying any area or 

participating in any activity under the authority of a permit. 
 

(9) Erect or occupy any tent, stand, or other structure in any park or playground, or 
sell or give away from any tent, stand, or other structure any food, drink, or 
other thing, without a permit. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.809) 
 
Sec. 62-70. – Picnic areas. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person or group of persons to hold a picnic in any park, 
except in areas set aside or specifically designated as picnic areas. 
 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.810) 
 
Sec. 62-71. – Closing hours. 
 

No person shall be in any park, public area, or recreation area during the hours the park 
or public area is designated as closed. The Recreation Board shall adopt from time to time 
hours of operation for parks and public areas of the City, which shall be approved by the City 
Commission. The hours of operation shall be clearly posted in conspicuous places in each park, 
public area, or recreation area. 
 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.811) 
 
Sec. 62-72. – Permits, charges, and fees. 
 

(1) Charges and fees. Pursuant to the authority granted under Section 62-32, the 
Recreation Board shall establish from time to time fees and charges for the use 
of certain parks, public areas, and recreation areas to effectively carry out its 
programs. All fees and charges as established shall be submitted to the City 
Commission for formal adoption, and upon acceptance shall constitute valid and 
enforceable charges under this article. After adoption by the City Commission, 
the City Clerk shall cause a copy of the fees and charges to be kept at the City 



Hall and at each park, public area, or recreational area where the fees or charges 
shall apply. 

 
(2) Park permits. The Recreation Board may adopt permits for the use of certain 

parks, public areas, or recreation areas, pursuant to the authority of Section 62-
32, for picnic areas, parking, boat launch facilities, fishing, camping, or other 
special program usage. 

 
(3) Special events permit. A person seeking the issuance of a special events permit 

under this article shall file an application stating: the name and address of the 
person making the application; the name and address of the person sponsoring 
the activity, if any; the day and hours for which the permit is desired; the park, 
public area, recreation area, or portion thereof for which the permit is desired; 
any other information reasonably necessary to a determination as to whether a 
permit shall be issued; variances required from park rules and regulations. 

 
(4) Standards, findings for issuance. Standards for establishing fees, charges, 

permits, or the issuance of a special events permit shall include the following 
findings: 

 
(a) The fees, charges, or permits are reasonable and necessary assessments 

to reduce the costs or to enhance the programs of the Recreation Board. 
Such charges, fees, or permits are reasonably related to the activity and 
will encourage a continuation, expansion, or enhancement of the activity, 
shall not create a hardship on the citizens of the area being served by the 
Board, nor detract from open use of parks, public areas, and recreation 
areas by citizens. 

 
(b) The special events permit and use of the park, public area, or recreation 

area will not unreasonably interfere with or detract from the general 
public’s enjoyment of the park, public area, or recreation area; that the 
proposed activity and use will not unreasonably interfere with or detract 
from the promotion of public health, welfare, safety, and recreation; that 
the proposed activity or uses that are reasonably anticipated will not 
include violent crime or disorderly conduct; that the proposed activity 
will not entail extraordinary or burdensome expense or police operation 
by the City; that the facilities desired have not been reserved for other 
use on the date and hour requested in the application. 

 
(5) Appeal. At the first commission meeting following the receipt of an application 

for special events permit, the City Commission or its designee shall inform an 
applicant in writing of its decision to grant or deny a permit; in the event of a 
denial, the notification shall include the reason for the denial. Any aggrieved 
person shall have the right to appeal to the City Commission by serving written 



notification thereof on the City Clerk within five (5) working days of the 
rejection. 

 
(a) The City Commission shall review and act upon the appeal at its next 

regular meeting. The decision of the City Commission shall be final. 
 

(b) A permittee shall be bound by all park rules and regulations and all 
applicable ordinances fully as though the same were inserted in the 
permit. 

 
(6) Insurance requirements. An applicant for a permit shall be required to submit 

evidence of liability insurance covering injuries to members of the general public 
arising out of such permitted activities in such amounts as may be from time to 
time determined prior to the commencement of any activity or issuance of any 
permit. 

 
(7) Revocation. The City Commission shall have the authority to revoke a special 

event permit upon a finding of violation of any rule or ordinance or upon good 
cause shown. 

 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.812) 
 
Sec. 72-73. – Penalty. 
 
Any person violating any provision of this article shall be fined as prescribed in Section 1-15 of 
this Code. 
 
(Comp. Ords. Rev. 1991, § 20.813) 


