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Liquor Licenses for Redevelopment 

Introduction 
Redevelopment liquor licenses became law in 2006 (PA 51 of 2006). When the law passed it was considered a victory for 
the many Michigan communities who had businesses that wanted to locate locally but could not acquire a liquor license.  

How to Apply 
Just like all other on-premises liquor licenses, the municipality (city, village, or township) must pass a resolution approving 
the applicant (business owner) for the license (attached). In addition, the resolution should indicate that the approval is for 
an on-premises liquor license issued under MCL 436.1521a(1)(a) or MCL 436.1521a(1)(b). If the license is in the area of a 
Downtown Development Authority, Tax Increment Financing Authority, Corridor Improvement Authority, or Principal 
Shopping District, the resolution should indicate that the license should be issued under MCL 436.1521a(1)(b). If the license is 
in a city redevelopment project area (see below) the resolution should indicate that the license should be issued under MCL 
436.1521a(1)(a). This will ensure that the Liquor Control Commission (LCC) knows what kind of liquor license is being 
requested. 

The resolution must be forwarded to the LCC prior to or at the same time as the application. An application most likely 
will start a file for that license request. LCC staff can start accepting applications as soon as they receive this resolution 
from the community in support of the application and the information required in PA 501 (as follows). 

The business owner then fills out an application for a liquor license. The applicant can obtain an application form for a new 
on-premises license by contacting the LCC licensing division at 866 813-0011.or downloading a form. There are two main 
forms an applicant for these licenses will need: 

1. Retailer License & Permit Application (LCC-100) www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC100_507420_7.pdf 
2. New On-Premises Redevelopment or Development District License Questionnaire (LCC-109b) (attached): 

www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lcc109b_628392_7.pdf 

Most license applicants will want a Class C license (for restaurants, bars, etc.). Hotels, though, may be in a different 
category and the applicant should discuss this with the LCC staff.  

The applicant will need to demonstrate to the LCC that it has attempted to secure an on-premises escrowed license or 
quota license issued under section 531 of the Liquor Control Act and that one was not readily available within the local unit 
of government, Section 521a(9). Businesses will also have to pay a $20,000 fee for the license when it is approved. 

The Act provides for two distinct types of licenses—“Development Authority Districts” and “City Redevelopment Project 
Areas” —and each of these has specific requirements that must be met. 

Development Authority Districts (DDA) 
The licensed business must demonstrate that it is engaged in dining, entertainment, or recreation, is open to the general 
public and has a seating capacity of not less than 25 persons. Section 521a(6)(c). 

The applicant, in the application or after submitting the application, must establish that it has done one of the following: 

• expended at least $75,000 for the rehabilitation or restoration of the building over a period of the preceding five 
years, or 

• committed capital investment of at least $75,000 that will be expended for the building before the license is 
issued. Section 521a(6)(a). 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC100_507420_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC100_507420_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lcc109b_628392_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lcc109b_628392_7.pdf
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Once the application is filed with the LCC, proof must be submitted that:  

1. the applicant business is located in a development authority district (Downtown Development Authority, Tax Increment 
Finance Authority, Corridor Improvement Authority, or Principal Shopping District) and 

2. the total amount of private and public investment in real and personal property in the development district is at least 
$200,000 for the preceding 5 years. Section 521a(6)(b). 

The LCC may issue one license for every $200,000.00 in investment or for each major fraction thereof. 

City Redevelopment Project Areas (RDA) 
The applicant, in the application or after submitting the application, must indicate to the LCC that it is engaged in dining, 
entertainment, or recreation activities at least 5 days per week and is open to the public at least 10 hours per day, 5 days 
per week. In addition, the applicant must present verification of redevelopment project area status. Section 521a(2)(c). The 
verification shall include: 

1. a resolution passed by the city that designates the City Redevelopment Project Area, and affidavits of investments and 
population required by Section 521a(2)(c); 

2. proof that commercial investment in the City Redevelopment Project Area is 25 percent or more of the total 
investment in real and personal property in the City Redevelopment Project Area, Section 521a(3); and 

3. proof that total investment over the last three years in real and personal property in the City Redevelopment Project 
Area of: 

• at least $50 million in cities having a population of 50,000 or more, or  

• at least $1 million per 1,000 people in cities of less than 50,000, Section 521a(4). 

There is no limit to the number of City Redevelopment Project Areas that a city can create. The city can create one large 
redevelopment zone or several small redevelopment areas. City Redevelopment Project Areas may receive one license for 
each of the above monetary thresholds reached, and for each major fraction thereof after the initial threshold is reached. 

Note: The licenses created by PA 501 are not transferable by the business owner to another location. If a business with one 
of these licenses goes out of business, the license is surrendered to the LCC. If a license is surrendered back to the LCC 
from a business, the local unit of government may approve another applicant in that same development district or city 
redevelopment project area to replace the licensee as long as the new business meets the same requirements. 



Business ID:

Request ID: 
(For MLCC use only)

Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) 

Toll Free: 866-813-0011 • www.michigan.gov/lcc 
 

• You must obtain a recommendation from the local legislative body for a new on-premises license application, certain types of license 
classification transfers, and/or a new banquet facility permit.

• Complete this resolution or provide a resolution, along with certification from the clerk or adopted minutes from the meeting at 
which this request was considered.

for the following license(s):

(township, city, village)

Instructions for Applicants:

Instructions for Local Legislative Body:

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program.Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. LCC-106 (10/15)

(township, city, village)

to be located at:

(date)

(time)

Banquet Facility Permit Address of Banquet Facility:

Under Article IV, Section 40, of the Constitution of Michigan (1963), the Commission shall exercise complete control of the alcoholic beverage traffic 
within this state, including the retail sales thereof, subject to statutory limitations.  Further, the Commission shall have the sole right, power, and duty to 
control the alcoholic beverage traffic and traffic in other alcoholic liquor within this state, including the licensure of businesses and individuals.

council/board

the following resolution was offered:

and the following permit, if applied for: 

If disapproved, the reasons for disapproval are

approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

this application be considered forIt is the consensus of this body that it
        (recommends/does not recommend)

Vote

DateSignature of ClerkPrint Name of Clerk

Please  return this completed form along with any corresponding documents to: 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 30005, Lansing, MI 48909 
Hand deliveries or overnight packages: Constitution Hall - 525 W. Allegan, Lansing, MI 48933 

Fax to: 517-763-0059

(regular or special)   

Local Government Approval
(Authorized by MCL 436.1501)

At a meeting of the 
 (regular or special)   

called to order by on at
(date)  

Moved by and supported by

that the application from 
 (name of applicant - if a corporation or limited liability company, please state the company name)

 (list specific licenses requested)

Yeas: 

Nays:

Absent:

I hereby certify that the foregoing is true and is a complete copy of the resolution offered and adopted by the 

council/board at a meeting held on

www.michigan.gov/lcc


Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) 

Toll-Free: 866-813-0011 - www.michigan.gov/lcc 

Business ID:

Request ID:

(For MLCC Use Only)

New On-Premises Redevelopment or Development District License Questionnaire

Part 1 - Applicant Information 
Individuals, please state your legal name.  Corporations or Limited Liability Companies, please state your name as it is filed with the State of Michigan Corporation Division.

Applicant name(s):

Address to be licensed:

City: Zip Code:

Mailing address (if different from above):

City: Zip Code:

City/township/village where license will be issued: County:

Page 1 of 3LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. LCC-109b (01-19)

Contact Name: Email:Phone:

MCL 436.1521a(1)(b) - Development District (DDA) License - Complete Parts 2b, 3, 4, & 5

MCL 436.1521a(1)(a) - Redevelopment (RDA) License - Complete Parts 2a, 3, 4, & 5

Class C B-Hotel Tavern

 ■ The proposed licensed premises must be located in a redevelopment project area defined by the local governmental unit and the 
investment in the redevelopment project area must meet one (1) of following requirements: 
- Investment of not less than $50 million in cities, townships, or villages having a population of 50,000 or more 
- Investment of not less than $1 million per 1,000 people in cities, townships, or villages having a 
   population of less than 50,000 

 ■ The licensed business must be engaged in activities related to dining, entertainment, or recreation and provide that activity not less 
than five (5) days per week 

 ■ The licensed business must be open to the public not less than ten (10) hours per day, five (5) days per week 
 ■ The initial enhanced license fee for a license issued under this section is $20,000.00 

 ■ The proposed licensed premises must be located in one of the development districts or areas listed in MCL 436.1521a(1)(b): 
- Tax Increment Finance Authority District Under Part 3 of Public Act 57 of 2018 (Formerly Public Act 450 of 1980) 
- Corridor Improvement Authority Act Development Area under Part 6 of Public Act 57 of 2018 (Formerly Public Act 280 of 2005) 
- Downtown Development Authority (DDA) District under Part 2 of Public Act 57 of 2018 (Formerly Public Act 197 of 1975) 
- Principal Shopping District under Public Act 120 of 1961  

 ■ The total investment in real and personal property within the development district or area shall not be less than $200,000.00 over a 
period of the preceding five (5) years 

 ■ The building shall be a restoration or rehabilitation of an existing building and cannot be a brand new building 
 ■ The building that will house the proposed licensed premises must have at least $75,000.00 expended for the rehabilitation or 

restoration of the building over the preceding five (5) years or a commitment for a capital investment of at least $75,000.00 in the 
building that must be expended before the license is issued 

 ■ The licensed business must be engaged in activities related to dining, entertainment, or recreation 
 ■ The licensed business must be open to the general public and have a seating capacity of not less than 25 persons 
 ■ The initial enhanced license fee for a license issued under this section is $20,000.00 

I am applying for the following on-premises redevelopment or development district license:

Complete and submit this questionnaire along with a fully completed Retailer License & Permit Application (LCC-100) with the documents 
required to be submitted with that form and any other documents required as listed below.

Select one: Class C B-Hotel A-HotelTavernSelect one:

A-HotelB-HotelClass C TavernSelect one:

Please Note: Pursuant to MCL 436.1521a(8) a license issued under MCL 436.1521a cannot be transferred to another location and if the licensee goes out of 
business the license issued under MCL 436.1521a shall be surrendered by the licensee to the Commission and the Commission will terminate the license.

http://www.michigan.gov/lcc
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC100_507420_7.pdf


Legible map of the development district or area which clearly labels all street names

Affidavit from the assessor, certified by the city, township, or village clerk, which states the following:

Resolution from local governmental unit establishing the development district or area which specifically references the statute 
under which the area was established:

Part 2b - MCL 436.1521a(1)(b) - Development District (DDA) License Required Documents

Part 2a - MCL 436.1521a(1)(a) - Redevelopment (RDA) License Required Documents

 • The amount of investment money expended for manufacturing, industrial, residential, and commercial development within 
the redevelopment project area during the preceding three (3) years (must specifically state start and end dates for the 
investment, i.e. January 1, 2013, to December 31, 2015).  

 • Statement that the amount of commercial investment in the redevelopment project area constitutes not less than 25% of the 
total investment in real and personal property in the area. 

Resolution from local governmental unit establishing the redevelopment project area

Affidavit from the assessor, certified by the city, township, or village clerk, which states the following:

Legible map of the redevelopment project area which clearly labels all street names

 • Part 3 of Public Act 57 of 2018 (Formerly Public Act 450 of 1980) for Tax Increment Finance Authorities 
 • Part 6 of Public Act 57 of 2018 (Formerly Public Act 280 of 2005) for Corridor Improvement Authorities 
 • Part 2 of Public Act 57 of 2018 (Formerly Public Act 197 of 1975) for Downtown Development Authorities 
 • Public Act 120 of 1961 for Principal Shopping Districts 

 • The total amount of public and private investment in real and personal property within the development district or area over 
a period of the preceding five (5) years (must specifically state start and end dates for the investment, i.e. January 1, 2011, to 
December 31, 2015).   

 

Part 3 - Available License Search

MCL 436.1521a(9) requires any person signing an application for an on-premises Redevelopment or Development District license to 
verify that he or she attempted to purchase any of the on-premises licenses that are in escrow that do not have a pending transfer on 
file with the MLCC within the county in which the applicant for the on-premises Redevelopment or Development District license 
proposes to operate. 
  
You should not apply for an on-premises Redevelopment or Development District license if there is an available quota license in the 
local governmental unit in which the proposed licensed business will be located.  You may verify the availability of quota licenses on 
the Commission's website using the Local Government Quota search page.

I verify that I have attempted to purchase any readily available on-premises escrowed licenses that do not have pending transfers 
on file with the MLCC in the county where the proposed licensed business will be located.

Page 2 of 3LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

There are no unissued, on-premises quota licenses readily available in the local governmental unit where the proposed licensed 
business will be located.

There are no readily available on-premises licenses in escrow in the county where the proposed licensed business will be located.

 • Applicant should provide a notarized affidavit outlining all attempts and responses (or lack thereof) to secure a readily 
available on-premises license. 

 • Applicant should send certified letters of inquiry as to the availability of the license to each licensee at the address listed on the 
licensee listing report provided by the MLCC. 

 • Applicant should submit copies of the letters sent, certified tags, signed certified return receipts, copies of any envelopes 
returned by the USPS, and copies of any correspondence received from the licensees. 

 • Applicant should provide dates, the name of the person contacted, and a synopsis of the conversation if escrowed licensees 
are contacted by telephone. 

 • Applicant should provide documentation regarding the fair market value of the license based on where the applicant will be 
located, if determinable, the size and scope of the proposed operation, and/or the existence of mandatory contractual 
restrictions or inclusion attached to the sale of the license when indicating to the MLCC that purchase of a license is not 
economically feasible or the license is not readily available.  

LCC-109b (01-19)

https://customers.mlcc.michigan.gov/SoM_LGUs


Part 5 - Signature of Applicant 
  
I certify that the information contained in this form is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I agree to comply with all 
requirements of the Michigan Liquor Control Code and Administrative Rules. I also understand that providing false or fraudulent 
information is a violation of the Liquor Control Code pursuant to MCL 436.2003. 
  
I certify that I understand that pursuant to MCL 436.1521a(8) a license issued under MCL 436.1521a cannot be transferred to another 
location and that if the licensee goes out of business the license issued under MCL 436.1521a shall be surrendered by the licensee to the 
Commission and the Commission will terminate the license.

DateSignature of ApplicantPrint Name of Applicant & Title

Please  return this completed form along with corresponding documents: 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 30005, Lansing, MI 48909 
Hand deliveries or overnight packages: Constitution Hall - 525 W. Allegan, Lansing, MI 48933 

Fax to: 517-763-0059

Part 4 - Local Governmental Approval
An applicant for a new on-premises Redevelopment or Development District license requires approval by the legislative body of the 
local governmental unit in which the licensed premises will be located.  Applicants for a license in a city that has a population of 
600,000 or more do not require local governmental approval.  Please use the Local Governmental Unit Approval Form (LCC-106) or 
obtain a resolution from the local governmental unit that contains the same information required on the form.  The form or a resolution 
from the city, village, or township must specifically state the applicant's legal name, if an individual person, or the corporate name of the 
business, the proposed licensed address, and contain a recommendation for the issuance of a license under one of the two following 
options: 
 • New Class C* license issued under the provisions of MCL 436.1521a(1)(a) 
 • New Class C* license issued under the provisions of MCL 436.1521a(1)(b) 
  
*May substitute other license types such as Tavern, A-Hotel, or B-Hotel licenses 
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC106_507425_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC106_507425_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC106_507425_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC106_507425_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC106_507425_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC106_507425_7.pdf

