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Commons Areas Management and Maintenance Plan 
 

Introduction 
On July 1, 2020, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 was signed into law, allowing local governments to 

establish ‘Social Districts’ within their jurisdictions. These Social Districts allow for ‘common areas’ 

where two or more contiguous licensed establishments (i.e., bars, distilleries, breweries, restaurants, 

tasting rooms) may sell alcoholic beverages in designated containers to be taken into the area for 

consumption. 

Intent 
The City of Buchanan by and through its Community Development Department intends to utilize this 

new state law and establish a Social District in an effort to support local restaurants, microbreweries, 

bars, and similar food service businesses within the City of Buchanan. 

Application 
This packet, and the management and maintenance plan contained within, is specifically designed to 

apply to, and ensure compliance with, the Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) guidelines and 

Public Act 58 of 1998 as amended by Public Act 124 of 2020. Plan amendments may be considered at 

any time but must comply with all requirements for Commons Areas as prescribed in state statute. 

Potential Qualified Licensees 
As the Social District is established, the City will welcome businesses to participate once they apply for 

and receive their Social District Permit from the MLCC. Potential participating liquor license holders who 

are considered ‘Qualified Licensees’ within the proposed Social District are listed below: 

 B & W Olde Village Inn 

 McCoy Creek Tavern 

 

 Lehman’s Brewery 

Social District Permits 
A Qualified Licensee must first be approved by the City before applying for a Social District Permit 

through the MLCC. Permits can be applied for by the owner or an authorized representative thereof by 

filling out MLCC Form LCC -208. In order to be approved by the City, a licensee will have to provide a 

Certificate of Liability Insurance naming the City of Buchanan as additionally insured.  

Management 
The Buchanan Social District will be created and operated by the City of Buchanan, by and through its 

Community Development Department. The district’s management and maintenance will also be 

supported by the Buchanan Police and Fire Departments, the Buchanan Parks Department, and the 

Buchanan Department of Public Safety. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/LCC208_695497_7.pdf
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Operations 
The Buchanan Social District will operate year-round, seven days a week, from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m., 

beginning immediately after approval from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

District Boundaries 

The Buchanan Social District boundaries are, generally, the north and south of Front Street, 

between Main St., Red Bud Trail North, Dewey St., Days Ave., and S. Oak St. Designated 

common areas are all sidewalks within the social district, crosswalks at Red Bud Trail North and 

Dewey St., across Main St., S. Oak St and Front St., across Days Ave., and Front St. and Red Bud 

Trail North., the McCoy Duck Pond & adjacent parking lot, and the Buchanan Common Area.  

Please refer to page 8 for a detailed map (Exhibit A) in accordance with Michigan Public Act 

124.

Barriers, Structures, and Furnishings 
All barriers, structures, and furnishings, temporary or otherwise, utilized as part of the Buchanan Social 

District’s Commons Area must be approved by the City of Buchanan and shall: 

 Not impede drivers, pedestrians, or 

wheelchair users; 

 Not block sight visibility of remaining 

parking lot aisles or intersections; 

 Not impede emergency vehicle and 

personnel access; and 

 Not prevent access to nearby 

businesses or homes. 

Tables, chairs, and temporary barriers may be permitted to remain outdoors during closed hours but 

must be secured.  Service items, decorations, cleaning materials and equipment and other easily stored 

items must be removed from the area at the end of each business day. Solid barriers, if incorporated, 

may remain for the duration of the permitted timeframe. Tents and other temporary shelter structures 

must be approved by a City of Buchanan Department of Building Safety Official prior to incorporation. 

Additionally, the type and location for any outdoor heaters must be approved by the Buchanan City Fire 

Department. 

District Logo and Signage  
The Buchanan Social District will utilize a modification of the City of Buchanan’s logo to designate its 

approved rules, boundaries, and containers. As required by the MLCC, the general boundaries of the 

Social District will be clearly marked with signage. Additionally, the City will supply signage/markers to 

designate two dedicated crosswalks for patrons of the Social District to cross Lake Street safely. 

Other signage may be needed to indicate rules for the district, such as: 

 No alcohol beyond this point; 

 Each cup is one-time use; 

 Dispose of your cup properly; 

 District Hours of Operation; 

 Drinks only available at participating 

“social district” establishments; and 

 Do not take your cup from one 

establishment into another.
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Beverage Containers and Rules of Use 
Per PA 124 of 2020, the following regulations apply to containers within the Social District: 

1. The container prominently displays the social district permittee’s trade name or logo or some 

other mark that is unique to the social district permittee under the social district permittee’s on-

premises license; 

2. The container prominently displays a logo or some other mark that is unique to the commons 

area; 

3. The container is not glass; and 

4. The container has a liquid capacity that does not exceed 16 ounces.

The following additional rules apply to the use of Social District beverage containers:  

 The container must be marked with the time and date of sale; 

 Participating licensees must purchase their containers from the City of Buchanan; 

 The containers may not be carried into the establishment of another qualified licensee. 

 The containers may only be consumed within the Social District commons area, not on premises 

at the location of purchase; and 

Financing 
Participating licensees are required to pay for their permit from the MLCC ($250 permit fee + $70 

inspection fee). The City will assist to minimize additional financial investments borne the business 

community for signage, stickers, structures, barriers, and furnishings. 

Marketing and Promotion 
Marketing will be done by the City of Buchanan, in coordination with the Buchanan Chamber and the 

Southwest Michigan Regional Chamber. Expenses related to marketing and promotion shall be offset 

with financing from the Buchanan Community Development Department.  

Security and Enforcement  
Security and enforcement in the Social District will be done by the Buchanan City Police Department. 

Periodic reports will be provided to the City to document any security issues that arise. 

Waste Removal and Sanitation 
The City of Buchanan will provide daily sanitation services within the social district, including trash 

removal, litter pick up, and the periodic sanitization of sites and surfaces. The City requires that waste 

receptacles be located strategically throughout the Commons Areas, including at least one in front of 

each participating licensee. Participating licensees shall also be responsible for the daily litter pick up 

surrounding their establishment and the periodic sanitization of any sites, surfaces, structures, or 

furnishings they may provide as part of this social district. 
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COVID-19 Protocols and Precautions 
Due to the ongoing Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, all individuals (patrons), organizations, and 

establishments participating in the Buchanan Social District must comply with all Emergency Orders 

issued by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services related to the COVID-19 state-of-

emergency. Additionally, patrons and licensees must comply with the most relevant public health 

guidance, including, but not limited to, reduced capacity, social distancing, and the wearing of face 

masks by staff and customers. As in all other circumstances, failure by a licensee to comply with one of 

MDHHS’ emergency orders may result in the suspension or revocation of the licensee’s liquor license. 

Insurance  
As part of the required local approval process, qualified licensees must secure their own liability 

insurance and name the City of Buchanan as an additional insured. 

Festivals and Special Events 
PA 124 of 2020 states the following: “If the commission issues a special license to a special licensee 

located in a social district, the holder of a social district permit shall not sell and serve alcoholic liquor 

under subsection (2) during the effective period of the special license.” Thus, if a special license was 

issued for a festival or event taking place within the Social District boundary, all Social District operations 

would cease for the duration of that festival or special event. That said, nothing prohibits the City from 

holding a festival or event, such as live-music or an open-air market, within the common areas 

established by this social district and having the participating licensees sell and serve alcoholic liquor to 

patrons – so long as a special license was not issued for that occasion. 

Existing Outdoor Dining and Consumption 
The establishment of the Commons Areas in accordance with the new MLCC provisions in no way 

negates the ability of businesses to establish sidewalk cafes for outdoor dining and acholic beverage 

consumption in accordance with the pre-existing MLCC guidelines and City ordinances. The Commons 

Areas are intended to be supplemental and in addition to these previous provisions. 

Revocation 
The City of Buchanan may revoke the Social District designation if it determines that the commons area 

threatens the health, safety, or welfare of the public or has become a public nuisance. Per MLCC rules, 

the City must hold at least one (1) public hearing on the proposed revocation before revoking the 

designation. The City shall give notice as required under the open meetings act of the time and place of 

the public hearing before the public hearing and shall file the designation or revocation of the Social 

District with the MLCC. 
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Resolution of Approval - Proposed 

 
CITY OF BUCHANAN 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A BUCHANAN SOCIAL DISTRICT 

Resolution - ##  

WHEREAS, Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 was signed into law on July 1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the law allows Michigan municipalities to establish Social Districts that provide for 

Commons Areas where two or more contiguous licensed establishments may sell alcoholic 

beverages in special cups to be taken into the Commons Areas for consumption; and 

WHEREAS, the Buchanan Social District would be created and managed by the City by and 

through its Community Development Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Buchanan Social District boundaries are laid out in the Buchanan Social District 

map attached as Exhibit A in accordance with Michigan Public Act 124; 

WHEREAS, the City of Buchanan will follow all stipulations of Michigan Public Act 124 of 2020 

and follow established best practices in the creation and maintenance of the Buchanan Social 

District; and 

WHEREAS, the creation of the Buchanan Social District will assist our downtown businesses in 

adapting to the social distancing requirements of the COVID-19 crisis as well as attract 

customers for enhanced outdoor dining and entertainment experiences in downtown 

Buchanan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council designates the Buchanan Social District and commons areas as 

depicted in the attached map (Exhibit A), establishes a social district management and 

maintenance plan, approves the list of potential qualified license holders for a social district 

permit as outlined in the application; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Buchanan City Council does hereby approve the 

creation of the Buchanan Social District for consideration by the Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission. 

Approved: 
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Social District Map 
 

  

 



 
 

9 
 

MLCC Forms and Documentation 

MLCC Information for Local Governmental Units 
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MLCC Social District Permit Application
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