
 

  
 
Memorandum 
 

 

Date: November 3, 2026 

To: Buchanan City Commission 

From: Tony McGhee 

Subject: Streetscape Furniture for Downtown Area  

 

Background 
Streetscape furniture plays an important role in the overall functionality and appearance of 
a downtown area. While the streets, sidewalks, lighting, and landscaping provide the 
foundation for a successful downtown, amenities such as benches, tables, trash 
receptacles, and other furnishings are what help turn those public spaces into places 
where people want to spend time. 
 
These improvements provide opportunities for people to sit, gather, enjoy the downtown 
environment, and spend additional time visiting local businesses. They also contribute to 
the overall appearance and character of the downtown, reinforcing the investment that has 
been made in the streetscape while creating a more welcoming environment for residents 
and visitors. 
 
As we have discussed throughout the Downtown Reconstruction Project, our goal has been 
to do more than simply replace aging infrastructure. We want to create a downtown 
environment that encourages people to visit, spend time, and support the businesses 
located there. The selection and placement of appropriate streetscape furniture is another 
important part of accomplishing that goal. 
 
Rather than selecting and purchasing furniture immediately following construction, staff 
made the decision to spend the past year observing how the newly reconstructed 
streetscape was being used. This provided an opportunity to better understand pedestrian 
movement, where people naturally congregate, areas where additional seating would be 
beneficial, and how businesses and visitors used the various public spaces. 
Taking this approach allowed us to make more informed decisions about the types of 
furniture needed and where those improvements would provide the greatest benefit. It also 
helped avoid purchasing and installing furnishings in locations that may have looked 
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appropriate on a plan but were not necessarily the best locations once the downtown was 
being used on a daily basis. 
 
Manufacturer Selection 
Staff evaluated products from numerous established streetscape furniture manufacturers 
before recommending the selection of DuMor Site Furnishings. 
 
Staff drew upon its over two decades of experience working with downtown streetscapes, 
public spaces, and municipal site furnishings. That experience provided a good 
understanding of the importance of selecting products that offer the right combination of 
appearance, durability, maintenance requirements, and cost. 
 
Following the review of available products, staff determined that DuMor offers the best 
overall value for the City and recommends that the company be established as the 
dedicated manufacturer for downtown streetscape furniture. 
 
DuMor has been in business since 1984 and has more than 40 years of experience 
manufacturing commercial site furnishings used in downtown areas, parks, and other 
public spaces throughout the country. The company offers an extensive selection of 
benches, tables, receptacles, and other furnishings designed for the demands associated 
with public use. 
 
One of the considerations in selecting DuMor was the quality of its products relative to their 
cost. While there are certainly less expensive products available, there are also 
considerably more expensive options. Staff believes DuMor provides the appropriate 
balance between initial purchase price, product quality, durability, and long-term 
maintenance to provide the community with the best value for this investment. 
 
There is also significant value in establishing a dedicated manufacturer for downtown 
furnishings rather than purchasing different products from multiple suppliers over time. 
Standardizing the furniture allows the City to maintain a consistent appearance throughout 
the downtown, simplifies future maintenance and replacement, and provides an 
established product line from which additional furnishings can be purchased as needs 
develop. 
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As furniture is damaged, reaches the end of its useful service life, or additional pieces are 
needed, having an established manufacturer and product standard will allow staff to 
address those needs without having to repeat the entire selection process or introduce 
furnishings that do not match what is already in place. 
 
This will help protect the investment being made today while maintaining a consistent 
appearance throughout the downtown for years to come. Attachments A and B contain 
information on the recommended items for acquisition.  It should be noted some of the 
pictures show different colors but all of the items would be ordered in black.   
 
Purchase Timing 
From a timing perspective, staff is recommending moving forward with the purchase now 
for several reasons.  
 
First, the furniture is expected to have approximately a three-month lead time from the time 
the order is placed until delivery. Placing the order now will allow the equipment to arrive 
over the winter and provide staff with the time needed to coordinate delivery, prepare the 
installation locations, and have the furnishings ready for installation in the spring.  
 
Second, manufacturers typically implement annual pricing adjustments at the beginning of 
the calendar year. By placing the order before the end of the year, we anticipate being able 
to avoid those increases and secure the furniture at the pricing currently being offered.  
 
Finally, moving forward now will allow us to have the furniture installed and available for 
use as downtown activity increases with the arrival of warmer weather. This will provide the 
finishing touches to the recently completed streetscape and allow residents, visitors, and 
businesses to begin enjoying the additional amenities during the upcoming spring and 
summer seasons. 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends authorizing the expenditure of $109,953 to purchase streetscape 
furniture for the downtown area from DuMor Site Furnishings. The cost to purchase the 
recommended items was included in the FY26/27 budget and is under the planned budget 
for this item.   
 
Attachment A: General Streetscape Items and Cost 
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Attachment B: Mill Alley Items and Cost 



Attachm
ent A 



Proposal
Date

10/26/2026

Project #

27-037-B

Bill To

City of Buchanan
Tony McGhee
302 N Redbud Trail
Buchanan, MI 49107

Ship To

City of Buchanan
Tony McGhee
302 N Redbud Trail
Buchanan, MI 49107

P.O. No.Terms

Net 30 w/ PO

Rep

JRS

Total

Subtotal

Sales Tax  (0.0%)

Customer Contact Customer Phone

269-695-3844

Customer Fax

Make all P.O.s, Contracts, and Checks to:
Penchura, L.L.C.
889 S. Old US 23

Brighton, MI 48114

889 S. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114
Office: (810) 229-6245  Fax: (810) 229-6256  Toll Free: (888) 778-7529

Proposal good for 30 days. 
Ship Via: common carrier
Delivery contact name and number: _________________________________

Customer signature below constitutes a purchase order.  

_____________________________________________ Credit Card fee of 3% on all payments using a CC.
AMX fee of 5% on all payments using AMX

Item Description WeightQty Price Total

446-60 6' Steel Bench, 2 Supports 10 2,139.00 21,390.00T
287-32SH-SO DuMor 32 Gallon Receptacle with Shield, Side opening 11 2,056.00 22,616.00T
448-43 Table, 47 1/2", SQ, 3 STS 2 3,187.00 6,374.00T
448-44 Table, 47-1/2", SQ, 4 STS 3 3,671.00 11,013.00T
Custom 67-851-0042/S-2 Custom Loop Bike Rack 4 650.00 2,600.00
Freight Freight 1 3,457.00 3,457.00

*Includes KPN Pricing*

$67,450.00

$67,450.00

$0.00
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Attachm
ent B 



Proposal
Date

10/26/2026

Project #

27-040

Bill To

City of Buchanan
Tony McGhee
302 N Redbud Trail
Buchanan, MI 49107

Ship To

City of Buchanan
Tony McGhee
302 N Redbud Trail
Buchanan, MI 49107

P.O. No.Terms

Net 30 w/ PO

Rep

JRS

Total

Subtotal

Sales Tax  (0.0%)

Customer Contact Customer Phone

269-695-3844

Customer Fax

Make all P.O.s, Contracts, and Checks to:
Penchura, L.L.C.
889 S. Old US 23

Brighton, MI 48114

889 S. Old US 23, Brighton, MI 48114
Office: (810) 229-6245  Fax: (810) 229-6256  Toll Free: (888) 778-7529

Proposal good for 30 days. 
Ship Via: common carrier
Delivery contact name and number: _________________________________

Customer signature below constitutes a purchase order.  

_____________________________________________ Credit Card fee of 3% on all payments using a CC.
AMX fee of 5% on all payments using AMX

Item Description WeightQty Price Total

540-00002TXM DuMor 161 1/16" STRAIGHT 540 BENCH LAYOUT, AQ MAH
TX

1 4,855.00 4,855.00T

540-00004TXM DuMor 218 1/8" STRAIGHT 540 BENCH LAYOUT, AQ MAH
TX

2 6,950.00 13,900.00T

540-80 TXM DuMor 8' STRAIGHT 540 BENCH LAYOUT, AQ MAH TX 1 2,687.00 2,687.00T
482-42 DuMor 42" Steel table 4 1,172.00 4,688.00T
481-20HS DuMor Steel Chair 12 720.00 8,640.00T
287-32SH-SO DuMor 32 Gallon Receptacle with Shield, Side opening 2 2,367.00 4,734.00T
Freight Freight 1 2,999.00 2,999.00

*Includes KPN Pricing*

$42,503.00

$42,503.00

$0.00
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