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Dykema Gossett PLLC 
39577 Woodward Avenue 
Suite 300 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

WWW.DYKEMA.COM

Tel: (248) 203-0700 

Fax: (248) 203-0763 

Samuel R. Kilberg
Direct Dial: (248) 203-0519 
Direct Fax: (866) 881-7203 
Email: SKilberg@dykema.com 

Cal i fo rn ia  |  I l l ino is  |  Mich igan  |  Minnesota  |  Texas  |  Wash ington ,  D.C.  

June 21, 2021 Via Email and FedEx 

City of Buchanan 
Attn: Planning and Zoning 
302 N. Red Bud Trail  
Buchanan, Michigan 49107 

Re: Zen Leaf - Special Use Permit and Site Plan Request - Medical Marihuana Provisioning 
Center and Adult Use Retail Center - 257 E. Front Street, Buchanan, MI 49107

Dear Plan Commissioners, 

We represent Buchanan Development, LLC d/b/a Zen Leaf (“Applicant” or “Zen Leaf”) 
with respect to the above referenced matter.  Zen Leaf  is seeking a special use permit and site plan 
approval for a medical marijuana provisioning center and adult use retail center (“Center”) at 257 
E. Front Street, Buchanan, MI 49107 (“Property”).  The Center will be an expansion of Zen Leaf’s 
existing medical marijuana provisioning center and adult use retail center next door at 259 E. Front 
Street, Buchanan, MI 49107. The Property will be owned by the Applicant1 and is located in the 
C-3 – Central Business District.  The land immediately surrounding this Property is also zoned C-
3 – Central Business District and consists of Phillips 66 Gas Station, Redbud Hardware, D MottL 
Realty Group LLC, Gary Z’s Sub Shop, and  Pinnacle Emporium Provisioning Center. Zen Leaf 
submits the enclosed application and supporting documents for consideration by the City of 
Buchanan Plan Commission (“Plan Commission”). 

Enclosed with this correspondence are the following: 

1. Completed Signed Application for Land Development (“Application”); 

2. Survey printed and folded to 11” x 17”; 

1 Zen Leaf is purchasing the Property pursuant to that certain Purchase Agreement Dated June 3, 
2021 a copy of which is enclosed. 
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3. Preliminary site plan/floorplan printed and folded to 11” x 17”; 

4. Exterior Renderings; 

5. Purchase Agreement dated June 3, 2021; and 

6. Application fee ($250.00). 

In addition to the foregoing attachments, set forth below is a description of the criteria of Section 
20.03 of the City of Buchanan Zoning Ordinance (“Ordinance”) and a response as to how the 
Applicant has met each of the respective requirements under the Ordinance.  We respectfully ask 
that the Application be considered by the Plan Commission at the next available meeting date. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

As reflected in the attached materials, the Center will be an extension of the existing 
medical marihuana provisioning center and adult use retail center that is currently operating in the 
buildings at the suite next door. The Center will not change the existing footprint of the building 
on the Property or the ground coverage and the nature of the site if the Application is approved.  
However, the interior of the Property will be modified to facilitate the medical marijuana 
provisioning and adult use operations in accordance with the City’s Ordinance and State law. 

The proposed Center will be designed and constructed to meet all applicable governmental 
and industry safety standards.  Specifically, the Applicant will comply with all City and State laws 
governing operation of the Center. 

II. ORDINANCE ANALYSIS 

Following is an analysis of each of the applicable criteria under the Ordinance with respect 
to the Application: 

Section 20.03 - Basis of Determination Prior to approval of a special use application, the Plan 
Commission shall insure that standards specified in this Article, as well as applicable standards 
established elsewhere in this ordinance, shall be satisfied by the completion and operation of the 
special use under consideration. 

1. General Standards. The Plan Commission shall review the particular circumstances of 
the special use application under consideration in terms of the special use standards, 
and shall approve a special use only upon a finding in consideration of each of the 
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following standards, as well as applicable standards established elsewhere in this 
ordinance 

A. The special use shall be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a 
manner harmonious with the character of adjacent property and the surrounding 
area. 

RESPONSE: The Property is currently located in the C-3 – Central Business District. The 
Central Business District is intended to allow a mixture of land uses, urban development, 
pedestrian orientation, and a compatible and attractive mix of historic and contemporary 
building design.  The Buchanan Zoning Ordinance allows Provisioning Centers and Adult 
Use Retail Centers as a Special Use (SUP) within this district. Zen Leaf is currently operating 
its provisioning center and adult use retail center in the building on the Property. The 
proposed request is an expansion of the existing facility to utilize the entire building for the 
Center.  The land immediately surrounding this Property is also zoned C-3 – Central 
Business District and consists of Phillips 66 Gas Station, Redbud Hardware, D MottL Realty 
Group LLC, Gary Z’s Sub Shop, and Pinnacle Emporium Provisioning Center. The Center 
will therefore be compatible with the existing and planned character of the general vicinity. 
All of the proposed improvements to the Property and operation at the Property will add to 
the aesthetics of the street and surrounding area. 

B. The special use shall not change the essential use of the surrounding area. 

RESPONSE: See response to (A) above.  The proposed Center is compatible with the 
surrounding land uses as Zen Leaf is currently already operating a provisioning center and 
retail store in the building.  

C. The special use shall not be hazardous to adjacent property, or involve uses, 
activities, materials, or equipment which will be detrimental to the health, safety 
or welfare or persons or property through the excessive production of traffic, 
noise, smoke, fumes or glare. 

RESPONSE: The proposed uses will not interfere with the general enjoyment of the 
surrounding area as noted above.  The Center’s retail operations will be conducted inside 
the building and not result in increased noise, traffic or other adverse impacts to the 
surrounding area.

D. The special use shall not place demands on public services and facilities in 
excess of current capacity. 
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RESPONSE: The use is located in a pre-existing building which is adequately served by the 
existing capacity of essential public facilities and services.  No modifications to such facilities 
and services are necessary for the Center.

E. The special use is in compliance with the City of Buchanan Comprehensive 
Plan. 

RESPONSE: See responses above. The Center is allowed as a Special Use (SUP) within the 
Central Business District. Zen Leaf is currently operating its provisioning center and adult 
use retail center in the building on the Property. The proposed request is an expansion of the 
existing facility to utilize the entire building for the Center.

Sincerely, 

DYKEMA GOSSETT PLLC

Samuel R. Kilberg

Enclosure 
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 City of Buchanan Planning & Zoning 

302 North Redbud Trail, 

Buchanan, Michigan 49107 

Phone (269) 695-3844 x 19   Fax (269)695-4330 

General Information Application 

For Land Development 
(Complete application must be filed with the Zoning Administrator) 

1. Applicant and Owner Information

Applicant(s) Property Owner(s) 

Principle Contact: Principal Contact: 

Name ___________________________________ Name _______________________________ 

Address _________________________________ Address _____________________________ 

City ____________________________________ City ________________________________ 

State ________________ Zip________________ State _________________ Zip ___________ 

Telephone _______________________________ Telephone ___________________________ 

Secondary Contact: Architect (if applicable): 

Name ___________________________________ Name _______________________________ 

Address _________________________________ Address _____________________________ 

City ____________________________________ City ________________________________ 

State _______________ Zip ________________ State _________________ Zip ___________ 

Agent or Attorney: Engineer (if applicable): 

Name ___________________________________ Name _______________________________ 

Address _________________________________ Address _____________________________ 

City ____________________________________ City ________________________________ 

State _______________ Zip _________________ State _________________ Zip ___________ 

Is this property held in a trust ?    [  ]  No [  ]  Yes Note – for all trusts – 

Provide, as an attachment, a statement from 

Name of trust _____________________________ the trustee verifying the names of all 

beneficial owners. 

Address __________________ City _________________________ State______ Zip _________ 
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Buchanan Development, LLC Buchanan Development, LLC

257 E. Front Street 257 E. Front Street

Buchanan

MI 49107

269-205-3162

Buchanan

MI 49107

269-205-3162

Samuel R. Kilberg

39577 Woodward Ave., Suit 300

Bloomfield Hills

MI 48304

X

Jeff Klymson - Collective Office, PC

9 E 24th St.

Chicago, IL 60616

IL 60616



 

 

 

 

2. Applicant and Purpose of Application 

 

a. Applicant is (check one) 

 

[  ]  Property Owner [  ]  Attorney  [  ]  Agent 

 

[  ]  Other (specify) ___________________________________________________________ 

 

b. This application is a request for the following City of Buchanan action (check the appropriate 

action(s) requested. 

 

[  ]  Rezone of Property    [  ]  Special Use Permit 

[  ]  Land Division Approval    [  ]  Zoning Variance(s) 

[  ]  Condominium Approval    [  ]  Plan Review with Plan Commission 

[  ]  Other Action (please specify) ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. The reason for the requested action(s) are as follows: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

d. The specific section(s) of the Zoning Ordinance or other City ordinance(s) which address the 

amendment, variance, or other action which is being requested: ___________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

e. The following questions must be answered only if the application contains a request for a 

zoning variance: 

(1) Are the conditions which prevent the development of the property the result of action 

by an individual who has or had the property interest in the subject property? 

[  ]  Yes    [  ]  No 

(2) If the conditions were self – imposed (not hardship), please explain why the variance     

should be granted? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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X    Purchase Agreement 

X

Expand operation of adult-use marijuana retail sales and medical marihuana provisioning center that is currently

operating at adjoining property, 259 E. Front St. Buchanan MI 49107.

City of Buchanan Ordinances: 2019.10/413; 2019.10/414; 2017.07.404; 2017.11.405; Section 11.03; Section 20; 

Section 22

N/A



Parcel Size: ___________ square feet
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3. Site and Surrounding Property Information

a. Common address or property location of subject property:

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Legal Description (Attach additional sheet if necessary):

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Permanent Real Estate Tax Identification Number: 11-58- _____________________________

d.

_________________ acres 

_________________ dimension of lot frontage 

_________________ dimension of lot depth 

e. What are the current land uses and zoning on the land and adjoining parcels of land 
surrounding the site?   

  Current Zoning    Current Use of Land

On Site  ________________________________ ______________________________ 

Property Abutting – North of Site _________________ ______________________________ 

Property Abutting – South of Site _________________ ______________________________ 

Property Abutting – East of Site  __________________ ______________________________ 

Property Abutting – West of Site __________________ ______________________________ 

f. Describe any existing structures and the physical attributes of the site:

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 3 

257 E. Front St., Buchanan, MI 49107

1600-0004-00-0

C-3 M. Staff Health Care Services (currently)

C-3       Parking lot

C-3      D. Mott Realty Group LLC and Red Bud Hardware

C-3

C-3      Zen Leaf Buchanan 

Pinnacle Emporium Provisioning Center

One-story brick building with concrete frame and wooden deck

Attached on additional sheet

0.09

39'

99'

3,861



Description of the Proposed Development 

a. Please describe the proposed use of the land and/or buildings assuming approval of the request:

_________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What is the proposed time frame for the build – out of the proposed

development?___________

c. Please describe the number of buildings, square footage of each building and the total square

footage of the development along with the required number of parking spaces for each intended

use:
Building Use  Number of Buildings Building Area (sq. ft.) Total Building (sq. ft.)  Req. Parking 

Single Family _________________ __________________ ____________________ _______________ 

Multi Family _________________ __________________ ____________________ _______________ 

Retail _________________ __________________ ____________________ _______________ 

Office  _________________ __________________ ____________________ _______________ 

Industrial _________________ __________________ ____________________ _______________ 

Other _________________ __________________ ____________________ _______________ 

Other please specify type of use ____________________________________________________________________ 

Totals _________________________________ 

d. Please describe the number of water and sewer connections this development will require:
Building Use Water Connections & Size  Sewer Connection 

Single Family ________________________________ ___________________________ 

Multi – Family ________________________________ ___________________________ 

Retail   ________________________________ ___________________________ 

Office  ________________________________ ___________________________ 

Industrial ________________________________ ___________________________ 

Other ________________________________ ___________________________ 

Other please specify type of use __________________________________________________________ 

Totals ____________________________________ 
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Applicant is proposing to expand its current adult-use retail sales and medical marihuana provisioning center facility.

N/A

1

Existing public water Existing public water

1,800 sq. ft. 1,800 sq. ft.
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e. Will the building within this proposed development house any hazardous materials at 

occupancy? 

   [  ] No 

   [  ] Yes – Please continue by describing the type and quantity of materials: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Fire Department Approval of Site and Building Plans: 

The City requires that the Fire Department must approve all site and building plans. This 

application and associated documentation must be approved by the Fire Chief or his designee. 

This approval can be arranged by calling the Fire Chief’s office. 

 

 Approval Date: ____________   Conditions Attached 

 

 By: _________________________________ [  ] Yes 

        [  ] No 

 Title: ________________________________ 

 

5. Required and Requested Attachments 

 

a. ________ Plat of survey with legal description. 

 

b. ________ Site plan of proposed use or project showing traffic patterns, parking locations and 

count, drainage patterns including detention areas, landscape plans, landscaping plans, 

exterior lighting locations and illumination pattern, building façade portrait and building size 

and location dimensions. 

 

c. _______ Floodplain / hazard map (engineers drawing or FEMA map showing location of 

subject project). 

 

d. Please include any additional comments or pertinent information below or on separate 

attachment to this application. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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CITY OF BUCHANAN, MICHIGAN 
SITE PLAN CHECKLIST 

ITEMS REQUIRED ON SITE PLAN 

 

1. Site Plan Drawn to scale – 1” = 100” or larger (example: 1” = 60”, 1”= 50’, 1”=40’ etc.) 

2. Name of Project Noted. 

 

3. Owner’s and/or Developer’s Name and Address Noted 

  

4. Architect and or Engineer’s Name and Address Noted 

 

5. Date 

 

6. Scales of Drawing Noted on Plan 

 

7. Existing Topography Shown at Intervals Not Less than Two (2) Feet 

 

8. Building Coverage Noted (percentage of total size and total square footage to be shown) 

 

9. Total Number of Parking Spaces Noted and Shown on Drawing 

 

10. Building Dimensions Shown 

 

11 .Indicate Height of Buildings 

 

12. Street Names Indicated (Existing and Proposed) 

 

13. Indicate Existing and Proposed Right-of-Ways 

 

14. North Arrow Shown 

 

15 Locate Existing and Proposed Sanitary Sewers, Storm Sewers and Water Mains  (Note for 

purposes of site plan review the proposed utilities need only be shown roughly) 

 

16.Locate any Existing and Proposed Storm Water Detention / Retention Areas 

 

17.Locate Existing Trees and Plantings 

 

18. Note Location of Proposed Plantings 

 

19.Note Location of all Sidewalks 

 

20.Rough Sketches Showing Architectural intent. 
 

04-11-03 
REV12-08-2009  
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Legal Description of Subject Property 

257 E. Front Street, Buchanan, MI 

 

 

That part of Block “A”, JOSEPH DEMONT’S ADDITION TO VILLAGE OF 

BUCHANAN, according to the Plat thereof, recorded March 28, 1849 in 

Volume “R” of Deeds, page 489, described as follows: Commencing on the 

North line of Front Street at a point 181.7 feet West and 33 feet North of the 

Southeast corner of Section 26, Township 7 South, Range 18 West, thence North 

99 feet; thence West 36.5 feet; more or less, to the East bank of McCoys Creek; 

thence Southerly along the East bank of said creek to the North line of Front 

Street; thence East along the North line of Front Street 39 feet, more or less, to 

the place of beginning. 

 

EXCEPTING THEREFROM Commencing on the North line of Front Street at a 

point 212.95 feet West and 33 feet North of the Southeast corner of Section 36, 

Township 7 South, Range 18 West, Thence North 84.55 feet; thence North 20° 

39' West 15.6 feet, more or less, to McCoys Creek; thence Southerly along the 

water’s edge of said creek to the North line of Front Street; thence East to the 

place of beginning. 

 

Commonly known as 257 E. Front Street, Buchanan, MI 

49107. Tax Code: 11-58-1600-0004-00-0. 
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1. Fold the first printed page in half and use as the shipping label. 
2. Place the label in a waybill pouch and affix it to your shipment so that the barcode portion 

of the label can be read and scanned. 
3. Keep the second page as a receipt for your records. The receipt contains the terms and 

conditions of shipping and information useful for tracking your package. 

Tendering packages by using this system constitutes your agreement to the service conditions for the transportation of your 
shipments as found in the applicable FedEx Service Guide, available upon request. FedEx will not be responsible for any claim 
in excess of the applicable declared value, whether the result of loss, damage, delay, non-delivery, misdelivery, or 
misinformation, unless you declare a higher value, pay an additional charge, document your actual loss and file a timely claim. 
Limitations found in the applicable FedEx Service Guide apply. Your right to recover from FedEx for any loss, including intrinsic 
value of the package, loss of sales, income interest, profit, attorney's fees, costs, and other forms of damage whether direct, 
incidental, consequential, or special is limited to the greater of 100 USD or the authorized declared value. Recovery cannot 
exceed actual documented loss. Maximum for items of extraordinary value is 500 USD, e.g. jewelry, precious metals, negotiable 
instruments and other items listed in our Service Guide. Written claims must be filed within strict time limits, see applicable 
FedEx Service Guide. FedEx will not be liable for loss or damage to prohibited items in any event or for your acts or omissions, 
including, without limitation, improper or insufficient packaging, securing, marking or addressing, or the acts or omissions of the 
recipient or anyone else with an interest in the package. See the applicable FedEx Service Guide for complete terms and 
conditions. To obtain information regarding how to file a claim or to obtain a Service Guide, please call 1-800-GO-FEDEX 
(1-800-463-3339). 

Legal Terms and Conditions 
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0281418 
package id

Mon, Jun 21 2021 
ship date

City of Buchanan   
Attn: Planning and Zoning
302 N RED BUD TRL
BUCHANAN, MI   49107-

1311 
United States 
248-203-0773

to

No
residential address

No
return label

Exception
Delivery

notification type

DNowak@dykema.com
notification recipients

Samuel  Kilberg  (06002) 
Dykema Gossett PLLC
Suite 300
39577 Woodward Avenue
Bloomfield Hills, MI   48304 
US 
248-203-0519

from
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FedEx Priority Overnight®
service

FedEx® Box
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