Memorandum CHANAN

Lifeis better here.

Date: May 28, 2026
To: City Commission
From: Harvey Burnett, Chief of Police

Subject: Revision to Bicycle Ordinance (Chapter 98, Article VI)

Background

There has been an increase in the use of electronic bicycles and other motorized and
nonmotorized coaster toys throughout the city, especially in the downtown area.
Unfortunately, this increases the risk of harm to pedestrian traffic on sidewalks, as well as
to vehicular traffic in the roadway. The current Bicycle ordinance is obsolete and does not
address such devices that are in use.

Recommendation

The Bicycle Ordinance (Chapter 98, Article VI) has been revised and vetted with the City’s
legal team. Therefore, | would like to recommend that this amended ordinance be brought
to the Commission for adoption.



CITY OF BUCHANAN
BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE No. 2026.08/453
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 98, ARTICLE VI, OF THE CITY OF BUCHANAN CODE
TO REGULATE THE RIDING OF BICYCLES IN THE CITY AND TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH

The City of Buchanan ORDAINS:

Section 1. Amend title ARTICLE VI - BICYCLES of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Bicycles of the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby amended
toread, in its entirety:

CHAPER 98, ARTICLE VI-BICYCLES AND COASTER TOYS

Section 2. Amend Section 98-161 of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 161 the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby amended
toread, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-161. Penalty.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of a
civilinfraction and shall be punished as municipal civil infraction as provided in section 1-

15 of this Code.

Section 3. Rescind Section 98-162 of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 162 the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby rescinded
toread, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-162. Rescinded. License and tag required; application; fees; altering license
plate or serial number.




Section 4. Rescind Section 98-163 of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 163 the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby rescinded
toread, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-163. Rescinded. Transfer of license; replacement licenses.

Section 5. Amend Section 98-164 of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 164 the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby rescinded
to read, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-164. Operation of Bicycles.

(a) Definitions

(1) “Bicycle” means a device propelled by human power upon which a person
may ride, having either 2 or 3 wheels in a tandem or tricycle arrangement, to
include electric bicycles or motor assisted devices, except mobility devices
for people with disabilities are not included.

(2) “Electric bicycles” and “Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3 electric bicycles” have
the meanings set forth in MCL 257.13e and include electric bicycles having
either two or three wheels in atandem or tricycle arrangement.



(3) “Quadracycles” has the meaning set forth in MCL 257.7b and a person
operating a quadracycle is subject to all of the duties under MCL 257.660 and
MCL 257.662.

(4) "Highway or street" means the entire width of the established right of way of
every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the
public for purposes of vehicular travel.

(5) “Pathway” means a paved area in a public park not part of a highway or
street.

(6) “Recreational trail” means an unpaved area in a public park not part of a
highway or street.

(7) "Roadway" means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel.

(8) “Sidewalk” means that portion of a street between the curb lines, or the
lateral lines of roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use
of pedestrians. (MCL 257.60)

(b) Except as provided in this section or in any park regulations or traffic control orders,
bicycles may be operated in public parks, recreational trails and on sidewalks, butin
single file only. Under all circumstances, the rider shall yield the right of way to any
pedestrian and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and passing any
pedestrian. When approaching a pedestrian on a sidewalk, the speed of the bicycle
shall be reduced to that which is no greater than necessary to permit continuance of
the bicycle's operation without the rider's dismounting and shall not be increased
until the pedestrian has been passed.

(c) Except as otherwise provided below, no person shall operate a bicycle, electric
bicycle or quadracycle upon a sidewalk, pathway, roadway or recreational trail in
the following portions of the city:

(1) Downtown District area: East Front Street from Redbud Trail West to Oak
Street on the East.

(2) Downtown District area: East Front Street from Days Avenue South to East
Roe Street Court Street on the North.

(3) Downtown District area: East Front Street from Main Street North to East
Dewey Street on the South.

(4) Downtown District area: East Dewey Street East from Main Street East to
Redbud Trail on the West.

(d) No person shall operate a quadracycles on sidewalks.

(e) Operation of Class 1 or Class 2 electric bicycles only is permitted on recreational
trails that are at least 8’ in width outside of the Downtown District areas as defined
above.

(f) Abicycle shall not be used to carry more people at 1 time than the number for which
itis designed and equipped. (MCL 257.658(2))

(g) Properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmets that meets federal standards

established by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission or the

American Society for Testing and Materials
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Rute 28951, asamended, shall be worn on the head by all persons operating or
riding an electric bicycle, as follows:

(1) Aperson under 18 years of age operating or riding a class 3 electric bicycle of
any-etass on a highway or street (MCL 257.662a(4)(b)).
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(h) A person operating a bicycle or electric bicycle upon a roadway within the City has
all of the rights and is subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle.
(MCL 257.657)

(i) Apersonriding upon a bicycle or electric bicycle shall not attach the same or
himself to a streetearor vehicle upon a roadway. (MCL 257.659)

(j) A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at less than the existing speed of traffic
shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway
except as follows:

(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or any other vehicle
proceeding in the same direction.

(2) When preparing to turn left.

(3) When conditions make the right-hand edge of the roadway unsafe or
reasonably unusable by bicycles, including, but not limited to, surface
hazards, an uneven roadway surface, drain openings, debris, parked or
moving vehicles or bicycles, pedestrians, animals, or other obstacles, or if
the lane is too narrow to permit a vehicle to safely overtake and pass a
bicycle.

(4) When operating a bicycle in a lane in which the traffic is turning right but the
individual intends to go straight through the intersection.

(5) When operating a bicycle upon a 1-way roadway that has 2 or more marked
traffic lanes, in which case the individual may ride as near the left-hand curb
or edge of that roadway as practicable. (MCL 257.660a)

(6) When operating a bicycle in a designated bike lane.

(k) Two or more individuals operating bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than
2 abreast except upon a path or portion of the roadway set aside for the use of
bicycles. (MCL 257.660b)

() Abicycle being operated on a roadway between 1/2 hour after sunset and 1/2 hour
before sunrise shall be equipped with a lamp on the front that emits a white light
visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a red reflector on the
rear that shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet to 600 feet to the rear when
directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp
emitting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in
addition to the red reflector. (MCL 257.662)

(m)A bicycle shall be equipped with a brake that enables the operator to make the
braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement. (MCL 257.662)

(n) Nothingin this section shall apply to individuals with bona fide disabilities using
motorized or non-motorized devices specifically designed to provide for mobility for
such individuals.



(o) No parent or guardian shall authorize or knowingly permit their child or ward to
violate any provisions of this article.

(p) A person less than 13 years of age shall not operate an electric bicycle on a
roadway, where a sidewalk is present.

(q) The chief of police is authorized to issue traffic control orders prohibiting the riding
of bicycles upon sidewalks, recreational trails, parks or other public property.

(r) A person who violates this section or a traffic control order or park regulation issued
pursuant to this section is responsible for a municipal civil infraction.

Section 6. Add Section 98-16X of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 16X the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby added to
read, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-16X. Operation of coaster toys.



(a) Definitions

(1) The definitions in Section 98-164 apply in this section.

(2) “Coaster toy” means a motorized or nonmotorized skateboards, roller
skates, roller blades, motorized or nonmotorized coaster toys (i.e., scooters),
or motorized vehicle or similar device (i.e., Segways), other than a bicycle or
electric bicycle. Mobility devices for people with disabilities are not included.

(b) No person shall ride a coaster toy upon a sidewalk, pathway, roadway or
recreational trail in the following portions of the city:

(1) Downtown District area: East Front Street from Redbud Trail West to Oak
Street on the East.

(2) Downtown District area: East Front Street from Days Avenue South to East
Roe Street Court Street on the North.

(3) Downtown District area: East Front Street from Main Street North to East
Dewey Street on the South.

(4) Downtown District area: East Dewey Street East from Main Street East to
Redbud Trail on the West.

(5) Recreational trails within the City.

(c) The chief of police is authorized to issue traffic control orders prohibiting the riding
of coaster toys upon sidewalks, recreational trails, parks or other public property in
other areas of the city not listed above.

(d) Nothingin this section shall apply to individuals with bona fide disabilities using
motorized or non-motorized devices specifically designed to provide for mobility for
such individuals.

(e) No person, while operating a coaster toy, shall indulge or engage in any kind of trick
or unsafe operation, riding or use of such device.

(f) A personriding upon a coaster toy shall not attach the same or himselfto a
streetearor vehicle upon a roadway. (MCL 257.659)

(g) A personriding a coaster toy upon a roadway shall ride single file except on a path or
part of a roadway designated for the exclusive use of those devices.

(h) A person operating a coaster toy on a sidewalk, pathway, or recreational trail shall
yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian and shall give an audible signal before
overtaking and passing the pedestrian. When approaching a pedestrian on a
sidewalk or pathway, the speed of the coaster toy shall be reduced to that which is
no greater than necessary to permit continuance of operation without the rider's
dismounting and shall not be increased until the pedestrian has been passed.

(i) A personriding a coaster toy upon a roadway shall abide by all the rules of the
roadway and shall not be operated at a speed of more than 25 miles per hour.

(i) No parent or guardian shall authorize or knowingly permit their child or ward to
violate any provisions of this article.

(k) A coastertoy may be operated between 1/2 hour after sunset and 1/2 hour before
sunrise provided the operator is equipped with a forward facing lamp that emits a
white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a rear
facing red reflector that shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet to 600 feet



to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor
vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear may
be used in addition to the red reflector. (MCL 257.662)

() Properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmets that meets federal standards
established by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission or the
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Rute 28951, asamended; shall be worn on the head by all persons operatlng a
coaster toy, as follows:
(1) A person less than 19 years of age operating an electric skateboard eoaster
’fey ona h@hwayorstree*t publlc thoroughfare (MCL 257. 658( ).

(m)A coaster toy shall not be used to carry more people at 1 time than the number for
which itis designed and equipped.

(n) A person less than 13 years of age shall not operate a coaster toy on a roadway,
where a sidewalk is provided. (MCL 257.658(9))

(o) A person who violates this section or a traffic control order or park regulation issued
pursuant to this section is responsible for a municipal civil infraction under section
1-15 of the Code.

Section 7. Amend Section 98-165 of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 165 the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby rescinded
to read, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-165. Rescinded. Sale or disposing of bicycle; report to police.

Section 8. Amend Section 98-166 of the City of Buchanan Code.

Chapter 98, Article VI, Section 166 the City of Buchanan Code (“Code”) is hereby rescinded
to read, in its entirety:

Sec. 98-165. Rescinded. Reciprocity in recognizing licenses.
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