
 

  
 

Memorandum 
 

Date: May 4, 2026 

To: Buchanan Planning Commission 

From: Kristen Gundersen, Planning and Community Development Director 

Subject: Planning Commission Vacancy Interviews 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Background  

Earlier this year Ralph McDonald resigned from the Commission, creating one vacancy that needs to 
be filled.  Two applications have been received and are attached.  Staff has contacted each to 
confirm they will be able to interview at the beginning of the meeting on May 12th.  Interviews typically 
take approximately 10-15 minutes to learn why the applicant wants to be involved and to explain the 
expectations of membership on the Commission. 
 
Existing Membership 

There are seven members on the Planning Commission which includes one City Commissioner. 
Terms end June 30th each year and appointments are made for 3-year terms or to fill an unexpired 
term.  Members can remain on the Commission until an appointment has been made. Below is the 
existing membership with term expirations: 
 
Membership  Term Ending 

Vacant   2025 
Tony Houser  2026 
Jen Gerry  2027 
Jake Brown  2026 
Matt Pleasant  2026 
Peter Lysy  2025 
Dan Vigansky  2026 City Commissioner 
 

Mr. Lysy and the vacant position will have terms expiring in June 2028. 

The Planning Commission Bylaws state “members must be qualified electors of the City of Buchanan 
or another local unit of government except that no more than 2 (2) members may reside outside of 
the city  

Recommendation 

Please interview the two applicants and make a recommendation to the City Commission regarding 
an appointment. 
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