TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE

Melissa Cordeiro, Town Clerk

10 Court Street
Bristol, Rhode Tsland 02809-2208
Tel. 401-253-7000
Fax 401-253-2647
Email: mcordeiro@bristolri.gov
www.bristolri.gov

April 25, 2024

The Honorable Governor Daniel McKee
The Office of the Governor

82 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Governor McKee:

At its regular meeting on April 17, 2024, the Bristol Town
Council adopted a resolution (4-1 vote) in support of urging the
RI State Legislature to support the allocation of funds for
permanent safety barriers on Rhode Island Bridges over
Narragansett Bay.

A copy of this resolution 1is attached.

The Bristol Town Council respectfully asks you to consider this
important issue.

Your consideration of this matter and action on behalf of the
Town of Br1§tol 1s,fasﬂalways, greatly appreciated. Sincerely,
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Council Clerk

Enclosure



RESOLUTION OF THE BRISTOL TOWN COUNCIL

Urging the RI State Legislature to support
Aliocating funding for permanent safety barriers
On Rhode !stand’s bridges over Narragansett Bay.

WHEREAS, the town of Bristal recognizes thai amy and ail suicides are devasting and extend
our sympathies o our loved ones. family . friends. neighbors. co-workers and communities
affecied by the loss and:

WHEREAS, we thank our Bristo! firsi responders for their heroic efforts to save lives inciuding
from our bridges over Narragansett Bay and:

WHEREAS, suicides ifrom our staie’s bridges over Narragansett Bay have affected our
community since the time the bridges were built and:

WHERFAS. we seek ways 10 make our bridges safe {rom potential suicides and:

WHEREAS. the barriers erected by the Army Corps of Engineers on the Bourne and Sagamore
Bridges have been shown to greatly reduce access to the bridge railings as means for suicide and:

WIHERFEAS, most recentiy safety neiting inswlied on Florida's Skyway Bridee is showing great
promise {or reducing suicides from said bridge and:

WHERIAS, we recognize the railings on the bridges over Narragansett Bay. including the
Jamestown, Pell. Sakonnet and Mount Hope bridges do not exceed approxiniately 42 inches and
are not tali enough or designed to keep the public froim going over the bridge railing as a means
(o suicide and:

WHEREAS. according 1o siatistics from the RI Depaitinent of Health irom 2012 - 2021 there
were 1199 suicides in Rhode Island o which 34 were widge related suicides of those 34 bridge
related suicides 12 bridge suicides were in Brisiol County and:

WHEREAS, inreceni vears the Rl General Assembly appropriated funding to the RI Tuinpike
and Bridge Authority for engineering studies for the Jamestown and Mount Hope and the Pel!
and Sakonnet but we need e make the imsaliation of sately barrters a veality on all four bridges:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT: RESOLVED. that the town of Bristol, Rhode Island urges the
Rhode Island Senate and House Finance Commiitees and the Rhode Island General Assembiy to
stupport the legislative efforts to once and {for all insiail suicide prevention safety barriers on
Rhode Island’s dridges over Nagagansett Bay and’

BE T FURTHER RESOLVED. that the Tows Clerk. no later than 30 days after passage of
this Resolution. shall transmit copies of tns resolution to the Governaor, the Senale President, the
Speaker of the House, and Bristol's State Senators and Staie Representatives in the Rhode Istand
Gieneral Assemibly. and 1o nearby city and county governments urging that they pass sinilar
resofutions.

PASSED AN ADOPTED as a resolution of the Bristol Town Council oi’ Rhade island.  ai its
regularly scheduledimesting held on Apri! 17, 2024

-~
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P
Nathan Caloord
Town Councii Chairnan

] herchy certily that ai a meznng of the Bristol Tovan Counct! held on April 17, 2024, being duly
noticed and with a quorum present and voung, the aforesaid was adopted.

Attest: < S o
Melissa Cordeiro
Town Clerk

Hesalutan No. 2024-{4-17i- 14




TOWN CLERK'’S OFFICE

~T
Meliss C rdeiro, Town Clerk

10 Couurt Street
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809-2208
Tel. 401-253-7000
Fax 401-253-2647
Email: mcordeiro@bristolri.gov
www.bristolri.gov

April 25, 2024

The Honorable Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi
The Office of the House Speaker- Room 323
82 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Speaker Shekarchi:

At its regular meeting on April 17, 2024, the Bristol Town
Council adopted a resolution (4-1 vote) in support of urging the
RI State Legislature to support the allocation of funds for
permanent safety barriers on Rhode Island Bridges over
Narragansett Bay.

A copy of this resolution 1is attached.

The Bristol Town Council respectfully asks you to consider this
important issue.

Your consideration of this matter and action on behalf of the
Town of Bristol is, as always, greatly appreciated. Sincerely,
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RESOLUTION OF THE BRISTOL TOWN COUNCIL

Urging the RI State Legislature to support
Allocating funding for permanent safety barriers
On Rhode Island's bridges over Narragansett Bay.

WHEREAS, the town of Bristo! recognizes that any and ail suicides are devasting and extend
our svimpatiies o our loved ones. family. friends. neighbors, co-workers and communities
affecied by the loss and;

WHEREAS, we thank our Bristo! first responders {or their heroic efforts to save lives inciuding
from our bridges over Narraganseit Bay and:

WHEREAS, suicides from our state’s bridges over Narragansett Bay have affected our
community since the thne the bridges were built and:;

WHERFAS. we seck ways o make our bridges saie irom potential suicides and;

WHERIEAS. the barriers erccted by the Army Corps of Engineers on the Bourne and Sagamore
Bridges have been shown {o gready reduce access to the bridge railings as means for suicide and:

WIHEREAS, inost recently safety netting instailed on Flarida’s Skyway Bridge is showing great
promise for reducing suicides from said bridge cnd:

WHEREAS, we recognize the railings on the bridges over Narragansert Bay. including the
Tamestown. Pell. Sakonnet and Mount Hope bridges do not exceed approximately 42 inches and
are not tail enough or designed ta keep the public trom going over the bridge railing as a means
1w suicide and:

WHEREAS. according to statistics from the RI Departinent of Health from 2012 -2021 there
were 1199 suicides in Rhode island of which 34 were bridge related suicides of those 54 bridue
related suicides 12 bridge suicides were in Brisiol County and:

WHEREAS, in recent years the RI General Assembly appropriated funding to the RI Tumnpike
and Bridge Authority for engineering studies for the Jamestown and Mount Hope and the Pell
and Sakonuet but we need to imake the nstaliation of safety barrieis a veality on alf four bridges:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE [T: RESOLVED. that the town of Bristol, Rhode [sland urges the
Rhode Island Senate and House Finance Committees and the Rhode [sland General Assembly to
support the legislative cfioris to once and for all instail suicide prevention safety barriers on
Rhaode Istand’s bridges over Nurragansett Bay and’

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tawn Clerk, no later than 30 days after passage of
this Resolution. shall transmit copies of this resolution to the Gavernaor, the Senate President. the
Speaker of the House. and Bristol's State Senators and State Representatives i the Rhode isiand
Gieneral Assemblv. and 1o nearhy city and county govermaeats urging that they pass similar
resofutions.

PASSED AND ADOPTED as a resoiuvtion ol the Bristol Town Counctl o Rhaode fsiand. at its
regularly scheduled,meeting held on Apri! 17, 2024
s
-

Town Councii Chaivinan

I hereby certily that ai a meeung of the Bristo] Town Council beld on April 17, 2024, being duly
noticed and with a quorum present and voting, the aforesaid was adopted.

Auest _
Melissa Co
Town Clerk

Resolution No. 2024-j4-17!- [4




TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE

Melissa Cordeiro, Town Clerk

10 Court Street

Bristol, Rhode Island 02809-2208
Tel. 401-253-7000
Fax 40)1-253-2647

Email: mcordeirc@bristolri.gov
www.bristolri.gov

April 25, 2024

The Honorable Senate President Dominick J. Ruggerio
The Office of the Senate President- Room 318

82 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Senate President Ruggerio:

At its regular meeting on April 17, 2024, the Bristol Town
Council adopted a resolution (4-1 vote) in support of urging the
RI State Legislature to support the allocation of funds for
permanent safety barriers on Rhode Island Bridges over
Narragansett Bay.

A copy of this resolution is attached.

The Bristol Town Council respectfully asks you to consider this
important issue.

Your consideration of this matter and action on behalf of the
Town of Bristol 1s, as always, greatly appreciated. Sincerely,

/ / //

Mellssa Cordelro
Council Clerk

Enclosure



RESOLUTION OF THE BRISTOL TOWN COUNCIL

Urging the RI State Legislature to support
Allocating funding for permanent safety barriers
On Rhade Isand’s bridges over Narragansett Bay.

WHEREAS, the :own of Bristo! recognizes that any and ail suicides are devasting and extend
our symipathics to our loved ones. famiiy. friends, neighbors, co-workers and communities
affecred by the loss and:

WHEREAS, we thank our Bristo! firsi responders for their heroic eiforts to save lives inciuding
from our bridges over Narraganseit Bay and:

WHEREAS, suicides from our state’s bridges over Narragansett Bay have affected our
community since the time the bridges were built and:

WHERFEAS. we seck ways to make our bndges safe {rom potential suicides and:

WHIERIEAS. the barriers erected by the Army Corps of Engineers on the Boumne and Sagamore
Bridges have been shawn to greatly reduce access (o the bridge raitings as means for suicide and:

WHEREAS, most recently safety netting installed on Florida’s Skyway Bridge is showing great
oromise for reducing suicides from said bridye and:

WHEREAS, we recognize the ratiings on the bridges over Narragansent Bay. including the
Jamestown. Pell. Sakonnet and Mount Hope bridges do not exceed approximacely 42 inches and
are not talt enough or designed o keep the public from gotng over the bridge vailing as a means
W suicide and:

I

WHERFEAS, according to statistics from the Rl Departinent of Health from 2012 - 2021 there
were 1199 suicides in Rhode Island of which 54 were hridge refated suicides of those 34 bridge
reiated suicides 12 bridge suicides were in Bristol Coumy and:

WHEREAS, in recemt years the RI General Assembly appropriated funding to the RI Turnpike
and Bridge Authority for engineering studies for the jamestown and Moant Hope and the Pell
and Sakonnet but we need ta make the installation of satety barriers @ reality on all four bridges:

NOW, THEREFORI, BE [T: RESOLVED. that the town of Bristol. Rhade Islaud urges the
Rhode {sland Senate and House Finance Comimiitees and the Rhode Island General Assembly to
suppert the legislative cfforts to once and for all instail suicide prevention safety bariers on
Rhaode Isiand’s bridges over Narragansett Bay and®

BE T FURTHER RESOLVED. that the Town Clerk. no fater than 30 days after passage of
this Resofution. shall transmit copies of this resolution to the Governor. the Scaale President, the
Speaker of the House. and Bristol s Staie Senators and State Represzntatives in ihe Rhode Island
Gieneral Assemibly. and 1o nearby city and county governinents urging that (hey pass similar
resohutions.

PASSED AND ADOPTED as a resoiution of the Bristo! Town Council of Rhade [sland. at its
regidarly scheduled,mecting held on April 17, 2024

£77

Nathan Caleurd
Town Council Chairman

1 hereby certity that at a meeting of the Bristol Town Council held on Aoril 7. 2024, being duly
noticed and with a quorum present and voting. the aforesaid was adopted.

AMCSC [/ ol asp L
Melissa Cordeiro
Town Clerk
Resolution No. 2024-{(4-17i- [4




