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NATURAL HAZARDS & CLIMATE CHANGE 
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Goals and Policies 

NH-1. Minimize the impacts of natural hazards on the Bristol community by 
reducing risk to life, property, critical infrastructure, historic resources, and 
economic activity from coastal, tidal, and inland ooding and other climate-related 
hazards, with attention to areas experiencing recurring impacts. 

Policies 

 -risk 

 
 

 
 -

 
 -term, 

- -term 
-  

NH-2. Protect and enhance wetlands, oodplains, coastal bu ers, and open space 
that reduce hazard impacts by providing ood storage, shoreline protection, and 
water- uality bene ts. 

Policies 

1. 

-  
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NH-3. Strengthen community preparedness, recovery capacity, and climate-
informed decision-making by maintaining e ective oodplain management, public 
communication, and coordination with state and regional partners. 

Policies 
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Data and Mapping 
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Hazard Mitigation Planning  
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 Flooding: 
-  

 Hurricanes and Nor’easters: 
 

 Winter Storms: 
 

 Sea Level Rise (Climate Amplifier): 

 

Vulnerability Considerations 
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Waterfront and Coastal Flooding 
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Transportation and Regional Resilience 
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Community Rating System (CRS) and Local Resilience Initiatives 
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State-Identi ed Priority Assets and Vulnerabilities 

-
 

 

(Source: Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning, Ready, Set, Rhody: Strategies to 
Improve Resilience, Draft, January 2026.) 
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Public Engagement and Community Priorities 
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Historic Resources  
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Relevant State Guide Plan Elements, Reference Documents & Consistency 
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 Element 121 – Land Use 2025-

  
  
  

 


