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10 Court Street
Bristol, Rhode Island 02809-2208
Tel. 401-253-7000
Fax 401-253-2647
Email: mcordeiro@bristolri.gov
www.bristolri.gov

MEMORANDUM
Date: June 1, 2022
To: Honorable Town Council
From: Melissa Cordeiro
COUNCIL CLERK
Re: Ana Isabel dos Reis Couto, RI Day of Portugal

Committee re Request to fly Portuguese Flag with a flag-
raising ceremony on June 6, 2022.

Please be advised that the Board of Canvassers office has
reviewed the petition signatures for the Portugues Flag
raising ceremony request. The board of Canvassers has
determined that the above-mentioned petition is in receipt
of 250 qualified voters as required by the Bristol Public
Request Flag Policy adopted in 2020.

A copy of the policy is attached hereto.

Thank you for your attention on this matter. Should you
have any gquestions, please do not hesitate to contact my
office.

TOWNJCOUNC&
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Town of Bristol Public Request Flag Policy

It is a policy of the Town of Bristol (Town) to raise the
official Flag of the United States of America on the Town Hall
flagpole and other municipally owned flagpoles. It is also
policy of the Town to raise the flag of the State of Rhode
Island and the Town of Bristol beneath the United States Flag
per accepted flag etiquette.

The Bristol Town Council may allow third parties to fly flags on
the Town Hall flagpole or other flagpoles owned by the Town in
accordance with the following procedure:

1. Municipal flagpoles and flag-raising are forms of
government speech. Accordingly, the Town, through the Town
Council, has absolute and sole discretion to decide the
content of any flag that is raised on a Town flagpole, in
order for the message conveyed to appropriately reflect the
values of the Town. See Shurtleff v. Boston, 928 F.3d 166,
172 (lst Cir. 2019).

2. Upon the receipt of a petition signed by 250 qualified
electors of the Town, as verified by the Board of
Canvassers, the Town Council shall entertain a petition to
fly another federally recognized flag on a Town flagpole.
Such federally recognized flag shall include the flying of
a flag as provided in 36 USC 189a (POW/MIA flag) or the
flag of an ally independent foreign state, dependency, or
area of special sovereignty that is recognized by the U.S.
Department of State. Because the federally recognized
flag, when flown from a Town flagpole, will be considered
the Town itself speaking, the Town Council may, at its sole
discretion, grant or deny permission to fly the flag.

3. The federally recognized flag shall generally be flown only
for a single 24-hour period, and such period will generally
not be repeated more than once within any 12-month period.
Federally recognized flags shall be flown underneath the
Town of Bristol flag.

4. Such federally recognized flag may not exceed 15 square
feet of area and must be provided to the Town, free of
charge, by the petitioner(s) solely for this purpose. The
flag must be a clean and serviceable flag that is sturdy
enough to be flown on an outdoor flagpole in New England
weather for at least 24 hours. The applicant must deliver
the appropriate size flag to the Town Administrator’s
Office prior to raising and retrieve the flag from the Town




Administrator’s Office after the raising. The Town will not
be responsible for the flag, or any harm that comes to the
flag, while it is in the possession of the Town. The Town
is not responsible for flags that are not retrieved within
24 hours of being taken down from flying.

5. In requesting to fly a federally recognized flag, an
applicant must include a description of the flag to be
flown, a picture of the flag, the Town flagpole(s) sought
to be utilized, the date requested for the flying of the
flag, and whether a flag raising ceremony is requested.

6. At no time will the Town display flags (a) deemed to Dbe
inappropriate or offensive in nature; or (b) those
supporting discrimination or prejudice; or (c) flags in
support of a politician or a political party; or (d) flags
supporting a particular religious denomination or that
would be wunderstood as constituting an establishment of
religion under applicable court precedent.

7.If a flag raising ceremony is requested and approved, all
flag raising ceremonies and events must be open to members
of the public. Guests must adhere to Town policy not to
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, or any
other class protected by law.

8. Flag raisings must ordinarily occur on a normal business
workday, generally between the hours of 10:00 am and 3:00
pm. Requests to raise a flag on a Saturday, Sunday or
holiday will normally be referred to the business day
before or after the weekend or holiday.

9. If ordered by the Town Administrator, all flags, including

the applicant’s flag, must be lowered to comply with the
U.S. Flag Code.

10.Applicants may be required to pay cleaning/custodial or

other costs, as well as police detail fees or event permit
fees, depending on the scale of any flag raising event.

S:\Bristol\Town Flag Policy d4 - federally recognized flag, clean.docx - as amended 7-1-2020
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