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     BRISTOL POLICE DEPARTMENT 
SUBJECT:    GENERAL ORDER NO.  300.25 
Automated License Plate Readers (ALPR) RISP 

Flock Camera System Pages: 13 

SECTION: AMENDS/SUPERSEDES: 

300. – Law Enforcement Operations  

 EFFECTIVE DATE:  January 20th, 2026 

SUBSECTION: REVISED DATE:        

  00. - General REVIEW DATE:        As Necessary  
 
NOTE:  This written directive is for the internal governance of the Bristol Police Department and is not intended and should not be 

interpreted to establish a higher standard of care in any civil or criminal action that would otherwise be applicable under existing 

law. 
 

INDEX WORDS:   

 

I. PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidance for the authorized capture, 

storage, review, and use of digital data obtained through Automated License Plate 

Reader (ALPR) technology. The ALPR (Flock Camera system) is owned and 

managed by the Rhode Island Department of Public Safety (Rhode Island State 

Police) and was acquired through grant funding. 

The Rhode Island State Police have made this technology available to twenty-one 

(22) municipalities throughout the State of Rhode Island for use on state roadways. 

In accordance with the RI Department of Public Safety (RI State Police) policy and 

memorandum of understanding, ALPR data shall not be used or shared for 

administrative immigration enforcement purposes. 

 

II. POLICY:    

It is the policy of the Bristol Police Department to utilize Automated License Plate 

Reader (ALPR) technology to capture digital license plate data and images for 

legitimate local law enforcement and public safety purposes as approved by the 

Chief of Police, while recognizing and protecting the established privacy rights of 

the public. 
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A. Authorized Use: 

 1.Access to FLOCK ALPR data is granted solely for law enforcement 

and public safety purposes, including but not limited to criminal 

investigations, active searches for stolen vehicles, missing persons, or suspects 

in serious crimes. 

B. Prohibition and Data Sharing: 

 1. The Bristol Police shall not share, disseminate, forward, or 

otherwise provide access to any data, images, or alerts obtained from the 

Rhode Island State Police FLOCK ALPR system to any third party, 

including but not limited to: 

 2. Other municipal or state agencies that have not entered into a 

substantially similar MOU with the Rhode Island State Police; 

 3. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement or any external 

agency when the purpose of that agency or request is the enforcement of 

potential violations of federal civil immigration law; and; 

  4. Any private organizations or entities. 

C. Violation of Data Sharing Restrictions: 

 A. Any unauthorized disclosure, sharing, or use of Rhode Island State 

Police FLOCK ALPR data in violation of this MOU will result in immediate 

revocation of access privileges for the outside agency. Additional 

administrative or legal actions may also be pursued at the discretion of the 

Rhode Island State Police and/or the State of Rhode Island. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS: 

 

A. AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE READERS (ALPRs): Also known as 

license plate readers ALPRs)—use image-processing technology combined 

with sophisticated computer algorithms capable of converting the images of 

license plates to electronically readable data. 

 

ALPR DATA: Scan files, alert data, and any other documents or data 

generated by, or obtainedthrough, utilization of the ALPR system. 

 

ALPR ADMINISTRATOR: The Superintendent of the Rhode Island State 

Police or his designee(s), serves as the ALPR Administrator for the Division. 

The Administrator may order the deployment of the ALPR systems for use 

in various efforts, for valid law enforcement purposes. 
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FLOCK CAMERA, INC.: The ALPR system utilized and managed by the Rhode 

Island State Police. 

HOT LIST: A list of license plates associated with vehicles of interest compiled from 

one or more databases including, but not limited to, NCIC, RI DMV, Local 

BOLO's, etc. 

 

VEHICLES OF INTEREST: Including, but not limited to vehicles which are 

reported as stolen; display stolen license plates or tags; vehicles linked to 

missing and/or wanted persons and vehicles flagged by the Department of 

Motor Vehicle Administration or law enforcement agencies. 

 

IV. PROCEDURE: 

  

 A. Department members shall not use or allow others to use the equipment or  

database records for any unauthorized purpose. 

 

 B. An ALPR shall only be used for official law enforcement business. 

 

 

 

V. ACCOUNTABILITY AND SAFEGUARDS:  

A. All data collected from FLOCK ALPR cameras is owned by the Rhode 

Island State Police and remains the property of the Rhode Island State 

Police. Access is granted at the sole discretion of the Rhode Island State 

Police and may be revoked at any time with or without cause. The Rhode 

Island State Police reserve the right to audit all access logs, user activity, and 

data usage pertaining to the FLOCK system to ensure compliance with this 

MOU. All data will be closely safeguarded and protected by both procedural 

and technological means. The Bristol Police Department will observe the 

following safeguards regarding access to and use of stored data: 
 

1. Every ALPR Detection Browsing Inquiry must be documented by 

either the associated Bristol Police case number or an incident 

number and/or a reason for the inquiry.   

2. Only the Chief of Police and his designee will have a username and 

password provided by the RI State Police for access to the Flock 

Camera System.  

3. The Flock Camera system maintains data on any search inquiry, 

available for any audit of the system conducted by the RI 

Department of Public Safety/RI State Police.    
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VI. ALPR DATA DETECTION AUDITS: 

A. The Bristol Police Department shall be subject to audits of Automated 

License Plate Reader (ALPR) system use conducted by the Rhode Island 

State Police and/or the Department of Public Safety. The Chief of Police, or 

designee, shall ensure compliance with and fully cooperate in any audit of 

ALPR system use by this agency.. 

 

B. All audits will be documented by the Chief of Police or his designee.  

 

 

 

VII. RESPONSIBILITY: 

 

A. It is the responsibility of all personnel to familiarize themselves and comply 

with this order.  

B. All personnel must also familiarize and comply with the attached General 

Order and MOU from the RI Department of Public Safety for the statewide 

ALPR Flock System.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Attached Documents: 

Memorandum of Understanding 

Rhode Island Department of Public Safety Police General Order 80G 
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