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Status

Name Ms JoAnne M Waite

Application Date 6/23/2023

Expiration Date 6/23/2025

Board Member JoAnne M Waite

Status Valicuted
Board Vacancies Status
Juvenile Hearing Board 2 Pending

Basic Information

Name
Ms JoAnne M Waite

I would like to be appointed to the position because:
| would like the opportunity to share the experience that | have working with juveniles to better support my community.

Resume File
& Download

Cover Letter File
64960d3da188a_joanne-m-waite-cover-letter-2023.pdf

Contact Information

Address
55 Mulberry Rd
Bristol, RI 02809

Yes, | am a resident
Yes

Occupation

Yes, | am a city employee
No

Professional Licenses
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist in Rl, MA and NH

Registrations/Certifications
Professional Membership ATSA, RI Director of the RAD Program, Member of the Sex Offender Review Board in Rl for the past 16
years to current.



QUALIFICATIONS

The diverse work experience | have has enabled me to be an extremely confident and trustworthy person. |
believe my leadership abilities, empathy and honesty has provided me with the opportunity to work with a
diverse population in an intellectual environment. | work cooperatively with healthcare agencies and
stakeholders in Rhode Island and Massachusetts; DCYF, Family Services of Rhode Island, Day One,
Attorney General and Crossroads, that provide multi-cultural and multi-disciplinary support services that
foster personal growth of youth, adults and their parents/guardians.

The ability to communicate in order to provide a wide range of training and development to professionals
and paraprofessionals has afforded me the opportunity to collaborate with a wide variety of healthcare
agencies and stakeholders in Rhode Island and Massachusetts, that represent community organization to
better support young people and their families in need. In my work with a variety of family systems,
community and correctional agencies and outreach organizations, | have facilitated many projects to
develop and implement programs and resources that enhance interpersonal safety, social skills groups,
anger management and skills streaming, in order to develop positive behavioral interventions and increase
awareness. Within the capacity of a practicing clinician in public schools, residential and in private practice,
| have worked with a variety of people in their quest for spiritual, moral and ethical enrichment and strategies
to achieve academically and socially. | have extensive experience in the oversight and development of all
aspects of clinical and community training and outreach functions of the center, focusing on complying with
licensing, legal, and ethical standards of practice in order to be responsible for planning, developing,
directing, coordinating and administrating a comprehensive regional service delivery system oriented toward
maximizing the efficiency and availability of both private and public services to children youth and their
families. Throughout my career, | have demonstrated commitment to statewide program of social services
for families, children and adults, including child welfare services, day care, work incentive, family planning,
and homemaker services, mental health services and juvenile and adult probation services.

WORK HISTORY
Clinical Director, The Whitney Academy, East Freetown, MA  July 2022-Current

The Clinical Director is responsible for the evidence based treatment for all residents. Residents of Whitney
Academy are males between the ages of 11-22 yo., who have been diagnosed with a developmental delay
and other trauma related diagnosis. The focus of trauma informed treatment is to interrupt problem
sexualized behavior. All individuals have the potential for learning regardless of the type or degree of
impairment. Students in need of individualized, prolonged assistance require a more intensive and
specialized program of skill development to attain their full potential. The Whitney Academy clinical program
is designed to provide quality evidence based treatment and education to meet their need. Students at
Whitney are treated and taught as individuals with special consideration and respect for their uniqueness
and individual differences. They learn skills that give them an opportunity to grow and enable them to
become more fully functioning members of society. The Clinical Director developments, facilitates
implementation, oversight and evaluation of a team of twelve (12) clinical staff. Collaborating in order to
foster effective relationships with all appropriate community stakeholders, including clinical programs,
educational and medical institutions, state agencies, insurance companies, and key community leaders.
Serves as spokesperson for when necessary to media, community groups, organizations, funding sources,
and elected officials as required through public speaking, presentations and trainings. Provides consultation
and community outreach to professional colleagues, community groups, organizations, or individuals
seeking assistance in issues related to problem sexual behavior/abuse.



Clinical Director, Day One, Providence, RI October 2017-June 2022

The Clinical Director is responsible for the development, implementation, oversight and evaluation of all Day
One clinical services, as well as for the management and supervision of the Rhode Island Children’s
Advocacy Center (CAC) and Clinical Supervisors. Principal duties and responsibilities include developing
and implementing a strategy for growth and expansion of Day One clinical services within the scope of the
strategic plan. Ongoing assessment of clinical needs of Day One clients. Recruits, hires, and supervises
clinical staff and interns. Develops and implements state-of-the-art, evidence-based, trauma-focused
treatment strategies for the out patient and group clinical program. Provides trauma-focused treatment to
survivors of all ages of sexual abuse and exploitation. Develops, implements, and evaluates all clinical and
CAC operations policies and procedures. Assures proper maintenance of all clinical records, statistics, and
reports in compliance with local, state, and federal laws and funding requirements. Develops and monitors
annual clinical program budget. Collaborating in order to foster effective relationships with all appropriate
community stakeholders, including clinical programs, educational and medical institutions, state agencies,
insurance companies, and key community leaders. Serves as spokesperson for Day One to media,
community groups, organizations, funding sources, and elected officials as required through public
speaking, presentations and trainings. Provides consultation and community outreach to professional
colleagues, community groups, organizations, or individuals seeking assistance in issues related to sexual
abuse.

Clinical Consultant, Greater Lakes Children’s Alliance, Bedford, New Hampshire April 2019 — Current

The clinical Consultant is responsible for the development and implementation of behavior health services
within the Children’s Advocacy Centers at Greater Lakes Children’s Alliance. Recruits, hires, and supervises
clinical staff and interns. Develops and implements state-of-the-art, evidence-based, trauma-focused
treatment strategies for the out patient and group clinical program. Provides trauma-focused treatment to
survivors of all ages of sexual abuse and exploitation. Develops, implements, and evaluates all clinical and
CAC operations policies and procedures. Assures proper maintenance of all clinical records, statistics, and
reports in compliance with local, state, and federal laws and funding requirements. Develops and monitors
annual clinical program budget. Collaborating in order to foster effective relationships with all appropriate
community stakeholders, including clinical programs, educational and medical institutions, state agencies,
insurance companies, and key community leaders.

Clinical Director, Boys Town New England January 12, 2015 — October 2017

The Clinical Director at Boys Town New England provides the support and clinical/educational treatment
direction of the youth in the Boys Town Family Homes Program and Boys Town Foster Family Services.
The Clinical Director collaborates and supports the Residential Director and Foster Family Services Director
in making recommendations, referrals for evaluations, clinical assessments and on-going group or individual
treatment, depending on the goals and objectives. The Clinical Director supervises the Clinical Support
Specialists in their therapeutic approach to supporting the youth in the care of Boys Town New England.
The Clinical Director also has the responsibility to communicate with other outside clinical providers as well
as the Portsmouth School District, in order to manage and facilitate collaborative treatment within the Boys
Town model of care. The Clinical Director renders the therapeutic services to the youth (ages 18 months -
18 yo.) and families in order to identify needs in development and foster a better understanding of how to
obtain the goals in school, life skills, and at home utilizing a multi-systems cognitive behavioral approach.

Clinician, Dr. DayCare Family, Inc. June 2010 — September 2014

As a part of a team, | collaborate to create behavior management plans to improve student behavior. The
students range in age from 3 years old to 13 years old. In cooperation with classroom teachers, social



workers, psychologists and various family resources in Rhode Island, the behavior plans are created,
implemented and monitored by the clinician. When necessary, | will participate and provide assessments
and feedback regarding the child's progress in larger system team meetings with school districts, focusing
on IEP's, DCYF and CEDARR, in the areas of Pawtucket, Woonsocket, Lincoln and Warwick. The clinical
role requires assistance to all students, individually or in groups, to develop personal/social/behavior goals
and conjointly meet with the parent/guardian to address concerns and achievements.

On a monthly basis | lead training, workshops and other professional development activities to on line staff
at the agency. The schedule for these trainings and workshops are focused on learning new approaches
and techniques to better manage the children in our care. Paperwork and assessments are an essential
part of the clinical position as well as maintaining the child's record in accordance with DHS regulations.
When in the classroom setting, | provide direct feedback and support to the classroom staff and assist in any
behavioral issues that may arise. In managing the cases it is equally as important to develop strong
connections and positive relationships with both the classroom staff and the children.

Clinician, Ocean State Psychotherapy, Inc. May 2003-June 2010

A Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist providing clinical services to children, adolescents, young adults,
families, and couples. | facilitated groups on a regular basis for children, adolescents and young adults.
Specific themes of the groups deal with conflict resolution, self-esteem, social skills, healthy coping skills,
resolving eating disorders, healthy sexuality, and many more, focused on empowering adolescents and
young adults, especially females, to make healthy choices.

A vital part of the therapy process was implementing and evaluating assessments to determine a diagnosis
and create a treatment plan that would enable the client to be successful in achieving their therapeutic
goals. As the Clinical Manager at OceanState Psychotherapy, Inc., | also facilitated meetings and
implemented various trainings and workshops to other clinical staff. We would collaborate as a team to
review cases and provide important supervision on difficult cases. While in private practice, | facilitated sex
offender specific treatment groups with adult males on parole and probation. | also provided trauma focused
therapy to families living with a sex offender. During this time frame, | provided sexual abuse evaluations
and sex offender risk assessments for state probation and parole focused on adjudicated male juvenile
offenders.

Unit Director, The Stetson School, Inc. December 1999-2003

The Stetson School is a residential treatment facility for adolescent males ranging in age from 10-18 years,
who have been adjudicated for a sexual crime. The Unit Director responsibilities include supervising and
coordinating treatment focused activities for the Main/Ryder Team, which consists of 24 students and 25
staff. As the Unit Director, | had the opportunity to develop and implement treatment oriented programming
in order to improve the team knowledge, performance and morale, when treating the adolescent sex
offender population.

By developing staff and utilizing the strengths of the team, the team then demonstrated a commitment to
working more cooperatively and effectively with each other. In addition to developing new programming, the
Unit Director works cooperatively with the Program Team in assigning caseloads, training staff, leading the
student’s treatment, assessing the students risk to re-offend, and providing training in new policies and
procedures, as well as community outreach.

While in this role of Unit Director, | supported and coached both staff and students to address the social,
emotional and behavioral needs of the students. Our agency had residents from upwards of 13 different
states and it was imperative for me to be up to date on treatment plans, IEP's, parole/probation guidelines
and other requirements to support the student in their success. While employed at the Stetson School, |
facilitated the development of a high and low ropes course in cooperation with the Project Adventure Team.
The ropes course enabled us to create an alternative form of team building and to provide both staff and
students with a challenging and empowering opportunity to increase their self-esteem.



Clinician/Art Therapist, Adult Correctional Institute June 1998-December 2014

The role of clinical art therapist at the corrections facility allows me the opportunity to work with the adult
male sexual offender population. The role allows me to-facilitate relapse prevention groups and art therapy
groups focused on increasing self-esteem, grieve therapy, anger management, and resolving trauma. |
work as a part of the Sex Offender Treatment Program organized and implemented by Peter Loss. The
experience | have gained as an Art Therapist and Clinician has been tremendous. | have the ability to
assess the group members and establish goals to fit their needs, as well as the ability to administer and
assess sex offender specific evaluations and assessments that determine risk to re-offend. (Static/Stable)

Clinician, The Stetson Schooal, Inc. March-December 1999

As a clinician on the Alden/Johnson Team, | was responsible for providing treatment to 12/15 adolescent
male sex offenders, ranging in age from 13 to 17 years old. The clinician provides direct psychological care
to the individuals during weekly sessions and in a group setting. Additional duties included planning,
developing, assessing, and implementing individual treatment plans and evaluating the individuals progress
in treatment. The team worked collaboratively to develop effective programming and to review each case to
ensure the appropriate services were being provided. Personal development was in the form of attending
numerous training, conferences, and individual supervision.

Art Therapist, Elizabeth Buffum Chace House January 1995-1999

The art therapy group was developed five years ago for children and adolescents, age 5 to 17, who have
been victims of domestic violence and/or sexual abuse. The group's curriculum focused on developing
appropriate skills to express emotion, enable the child/adolescent to understand the trauma and to give
them alternatives to acting out behaviors. The art allows the child/adolescent to process their experiences
and to interrupt the cycle of abuse.

AmeriCorps School Liaison, Rhode Island Children's Crusade September 1996-1999

A division of President Clinton's domestic Peace Corps. This year of service requires the liaison to make
personal connections with Crusaders, ages 12-15, parents, teachers, guidance counselors, and other
community representatives. These connections are made in order to connect Crusaders to appropriate
services and to assist Crusaders in developing age appropriate academic, social and employable skills. All
work is accomplished through cooperating with a multi-disciplinary team within the agency and the
community. Assessing and developing a support network with the Crusaders and their community includes
developing and implementing after school programs focusing on personal/social development skills,
community service and behavior modification. The year of service also included personal volunteer work as
an active advocate for The Rape Crisis Center, and participating in ongoing personal development training.

| have continued to support the AmeriCorps NEISP (National Early Intervention Scholarship Program)
Program in the capacity of being a facilitator and coach. The role requires a great deal of high performance
team training, organization and implementation of goals and objectives. The goals and objectives of the
program are executed by a staff of 8/10, with support from the coach and facilitator. The leadership
responsibilities are to measure and evaluate the staff, ensure outcome objectives are being managed
appropriately, and to allow the children to grow and learn from their peers and role models.

Special Education Instructor, EastConn PACE Program September 1990-1994
A private pro-active cooperative education program, providing day services to behavioral/emotional

disordered children and adolescents. Responsibilities included organizing, developing and implementing
individual education plans for a variety of academic subjects and levels. Developing and implementing



individual behavior plans, coordinating daily plans for client and staff development and monitoring data
based behavior management plans. Trans-disciplinary team meetings were instrumental in focusing on the
students program. In addition to educational aspects of the curricula, | created the art program for the five
classrooms, coordinating and fulfilling weekly activities to promote growth and self-esteem.

EDUCATION

University of Rhode Island

Masters Marriage and Family Therapy
1997- 1999

Springfield College
Masters in Art Therapy
1994-1996

State University of New York, New Paltz
BFA Art History
1984-1988

Current Licensure

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist/State of New Hampshire (LMFT) #245
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist/State of Massachusetts (LMFT) #1223
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist/State of Rhode Island (LMFT) #00086
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist/State of Florida (LMFT) # MT3134
Certified School Psychologist of Rhode Island #63657

Professional Memberships

Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers (ATSA)
Clinical member

American Art Therapy Association (AATA)

Clinical member

American Association of Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT)
Clinical Member / Approved Supervisor

National Association for Forensic Counselors (NAFC)

Certified Clinical Criminal Justice Specialist

Rape Aggressive Defense (R.A.D.) Instructor/Director of Rhode Island Chapter
Resisting Aggression Defensively(r.a.d.KIDS) Kids Instructor

Professional Certifications

Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR)

Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT)

Rape Aggressive Defense (RAD) Instructor

radKIDS Instructor

Project Adventure Facilitator

Therapeutic Crisis Intervention (TCI)

Deviant Arousal Training

Neurofeedback Provider

AAMFT Approved Supervisor

Trained/Provider: CFTSI (Child and Family Traumatic Stress Intervention)
Trained/Provider: Choose Love Curricula

Trained/Provider: Peace Love Creator (national expressive art therapy program)
Trained/Provider: Vicarious Trauma Trainer

Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF_CBT)



Professional References

Rachel Thorpe, LICSW
Sarasota, Florida
(401) 595-7604

Pamela O’'Neill, LICSW
Rockland, MA
(978) 424-6058

Peter Loss, LSW
East Lyme, CT
(401) 578-3477

Tammy David, East Providence Police Department
East Providence, RI
(401) 480-2986



