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July 14, 2025

Mr. Thomas M. Carroll, Chairman

Republican Town Committee

1172 Hope Street

Bristol, RI 02809

Dear Mr. Carroll,

Please find enclosed a copy of the General Laws of Rhode Island 17-8-1

regarding appointments to the Board of Canvassers. As stipulated by the General
Laws, "the Town Council shall nominate the members of the canvassing

authority from lists of party voters submitted by the respective chairperson of the

city or town political committee..."

Following the passing of Board of Canvassers Member Michael Smith, a vacancy

has arisen with an unexpired alternate term ending in March 2026. This vacancy

pertains to a Republican member seat that needs to be filled.

We kindly request that you submit your recommendations to the Town Council

prior to the August 20th Town Council meeting.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Respectfully,

afay
Melissa Cordeiro

Town Clerk

Enclosure
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Title 17

Elections

Chapter 8

Local Canvassing Authorities

R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-8-1

§ 17-8-1. Appointment of bipartisan authority.

The legislative body of each city and town shall appoint a bipartisan canvassing authority of three (3) qualified
electors of the city or town, not more than two (2) of whom shall belong to the same political party, and may
appoint two (2) alternate members, not more than one of whom shall belong to the same political party. At any

meeting of the canvassing authority at which a member is to be absent, the member may request that an alternate

replace him or her for that meeting; provided, that the alternate member must be of the same political party as

the member. The mayor or the president of the town council shall nominate the members of the canvassing

authority from lists of party voters submitted by the respective chairpersons of the city or town political
committee, which lists shall contain the names of five (5) times the number of persons to be appointed. If the

legislative body refuses to approve the nomination of any person to the canvassing authority, the mayor or the

president shall submit to the legislative body another person named on one of the lists, and so on until a person is

appointed. If the chairperson of the city or town committee of a political party entitled to an appointment fails or

refuses to submit a list, the mayor or the president shall nominate any party voter of the political party entitled to

the appointment.

History of Section.

P.L. 1956, ch. 3754, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17-8-2; G.L. 1956, § 17-8-1; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1988, ch. 151, §
1.


