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190 High Street, Bristol, RI 02809
porchfestbristol@gmail.com
(401) 237-0779

Plans in place for Bristol PorchFest 2025:
seeking your review and approval

STREET CLOSURE REQUEST

Town Clerk Cordeiro and members of the Town Council:

Arts In Common, PorchFest organizer, has already begun to communicate
with Captain St.Pierre from the Bristol Police about repeating our request
for a formal street closure and police support again for the 2025 event.

We offer this letter and the attached petition as a formal request to
be included on the May 28 Town Council agenda.

At that meeting, we ask for the 4-hour street closure of a 6-block section of
High Street from Walley to Byfield streets on Sunday September 14, 2025,
from 2:30-6:30pm, and help us work with all Town agencies for any required
inputs and approvals. (Rain date the following Sunday, September 21)

Thank you for your time and consideration! s
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BRISTOL PORCHFEST 2025 PLANNING

This year — after hearing from a broad range of local residents and businesses — we are again
expecting a large base of support for a 2025 PorchFest.

With Council and Town Administration support, we are planning to:

- Hold PorchFest the second weekend in September on Sunday the 14th from 3—6 pm
+ a proposed rain date a week later, Sunday the 21st from 3—6 pm

« Keep it hyper local — a total of 16 porches and 26 bands on High between Walley & Byfield

« Work with local officials to close a 6-block stretch of High Street and one block of Walley
St. from High to Hope streets for 4 hours in total, allowing a half hour before and after the
proposed 3-hour event. Due to the success of instituting no street parking, we are asking the Bristol
Police to endorse their suggestion again for this year.

« Also this year, we are again planning the “Second Line” closing parade and requesting
a police escort from 6-6:30 pm from the Byfield Street edge of the PorchFest event area, 3 blocks
down High, up State for a block, then 2 blocks on Wood to Bradford and into Unity Park

« Maintain the local, hometown, family-friendly charm and focus on porches and music —
like in past years, keeping PorchFest alcohol free (again the PorchFest organizers do not solicit food or
drink vendors)

- Support our local businesses and add to the PorchFest spirit by having our media and outreach
efforts encourage PorchFest audiences to eat and shop downtown before and after the event

- Leverage social media to deliver event map and create local/regional opportunities to attract audiences

- Present a focused, manageable, safe afternoon function — we are asking for permission to close
streets, which will be monitored by police, and will again arrange for handicap-accessible portable restrooms
Members of the Bristol Town Council are receiving this as the
part of our finalization plans for 2025. Thanks for your support!
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Our mission is to develop and support
collaborative projects between creatives,
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“It’s truly a magical day; Play and they will come.”

“I can’t think of anything in the last 17 months that made me
Jeel as good as PORCHFEST. It was an extraordinary event,
enhanced only by the perfection of the weather.
CONGRATULATIONS to all who made it happen.”

Just two of the hundreds

of accolades received by

the PorchFest committee at the
conclusion of previous events

On a sunny 75-degree day, an estimated
crowd of 5,000+ enjoyed 22 bands on

12 porches. Diversity in musical genres
brought diversity in attendees, as we truly
provided something for everyone. Beyond
the wonderful time for all, bands reported
earnings total >$4,500 in tips!
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PAST BRISTOL PORCHFEST

PLEASE TIP THE BANDS!
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In 2019 Bristol PorchFest was held from 3—6pm on Sunday September 15:

+ 18 bands played on 9 porches volunteered by local owners
to create a uniquely Bristol experience on historic High Street between Walley and Constitution streets
* 3 hours of local talent playing music
and providing all a free, fun, family-friendly afternoon of music and neighbors
* More than 3,000 strolling, dancing spectators enjoyed music and community
* Feedback from attendees was overwhelmingly positive
with many comparing it to the fun of July 4th, but in some ways better
“because I was able to walk around to see neighbors and friends and enjoy the music”
+ Bristol has a new September holiday
originally a local newspaper front page headline in 2018 was mentioned again and again!
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Porch Music Fest in Bristol
draws strolling music-lovers

Te—

Pli‘ﬁ“énix

¥ §
Athizicn Atien Pelt] and Gitng Ferreirs of Low Duderninga tram up on

[ertorming a1 3 Weley S5 unrg Sunday amerncen s Porch Muric Festin Briutel
5 1 2

immmg

Page 5 of 5 Plans in place for Bristol PorchFest 2025: seeking your review and approval artsincommon.org



