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A. MISSION STATEMENT

Over the last few years, Roger Williams University has begun its next chapter of visionary leadership under President 
Ioannis Miaoulis and collaborated university-wide to articulate a strategic vision (https://www.rwu.edu/who-we-are/
strategic-action-plan) to ensure our students are prepared to succeed in a rapidly changing world. With our unique mix 
of liberal arts and professional programs, top-notch faculty and staff, the state’s only law school, and hubs of innovation 
in Providence and Bristol, Rhode Island, RWU is distinctly poised to provide what the world needs from a modern, 
comprehensive university. 

Under our new Strategic Action Plan, we are strengthening society through engaged teaching, learning and research. 
And we are accomplishing this through our leadership and engaged scholarship in the blue economy and coastal 
resiliency; sustainable real estate, architecture and engineering; entrepreneurship, innovation and leadership; equity-
driven legal education and policy work; and across the liberal arts and humanities. Beyond our research and academic 
efforts, our strategic priorities also focus on developing greater student success and a thriving community for our 
employees, with many of our students and workforce calling Bristol and surrounding communities their home.

These strategic priorities must inform the places and spaces we work, learn, and live. We believe our Institutional 
Master Plan reflects smart, sustainable growth of our spaces and facilities, utilizes design that balances the human 
and environmental well-being of our campus and our university community and grows in respect and harmony with 
our local communities. As we develop future leaders, professionals, researchers and tradespeople dedicated to making 
a difference in the world, we know that we must also plan for RWU’s future growth with operational infrastructure, 
facilities, and external partnerships to make that possible. 

As we are planning for the university’s future, we do not envision endless growth within our footprint. Roger Williams’ 
mission has always been to deliver the highest quality education through state-of-the-art facilities, while also serving 
as stewards of our land and respecting the coastal location we occupy. One of our core values is sustainability and we 
pride ourselves on caretaking our open spaces as ‘green zones’ with minimal landscaping, and nurturing pedestrian and 
recreational opportunities. Bristol is our campus home as well, and RWU has always strived to be a good neighbor to 
our surrounding community and to develop a mutually beneficial partnership with the Town of Bristol.

This Institutional Master Plan strengthens our capacity to build a flourishing community centered around the success, 
well-being and continued development of our students, alumni and employees. We believe strongly that we have 
designed a thoughtful and sustainable Institutional Master Plan that preserves the life and longevity of our current 
facilities and creates new spaces that embody sustainable operational excellence for living, learning and working, while 
mindful of the impact of our built environment and landscape on our surroundings.
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Our university core values weave throughout our five strategic priorities, creating the foundation and inspiration on  
which they were built.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Now is our opportunity to unite our schools, work across disciplines, and to explore opportunities for new, 
interdisciplinary programs and research initiatives to make a difference for the communities and organizations we 
serve. 

ENGAGED LEARNING

We will provide a transformative, experiential and engaged education that is centered around research experience, hands-
on learning and community-engaged opportunities for our students.

STUDENT SUCCESS

We must turn our efforts towards becoming an institution that goes beyond student-focused to become a student-ready 
institution. We will focus on proactive efforts to meet the needs of today’s students, viewing learning through the lens 
of inclusion, accountability and educational value.

A THRIVING COMMUNITY

The Roger Williams community will be distinguished by a commitment to excellence, integrity, equity, collaboration, 
and belonging for our faculty and staff, fostering a deeper shared sense of mission and pride. 

SUSTAINABLE FUTURES

We strive to develop sustainable futures through the responsible stewardship of our people and resources, and in so 
doing, cultivate an enduring institution and sustainable legacy for Roger Williams University. 

EMBEDDED EQUITY

The Roger Williams University community has committed to diversity, respect for all races, ethnicities, genders, 
identities and abilities, and access to an affordable education. Our diversity, equity, inclusion, and access efforts are 
embedded within our Strategic Action Plan and are essential to our institutional direction.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
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B. EXISTING CONDITIONS
The main campus of Roger Williams University is a 143-acre property located at the southern portion of Bristol, 
Rhode Island, situated to the east of Routes 136 and 114. The site slopes east towards Mt. Hope Bay and provides a 
commanding view of the Bay and adjacent environs. The University property includes rocky coastline, waterfront 
access and a 20-acre wooded wetland in the northeastern section of the campus, which provide numerous research 
and learning opportunities.  This area is home to the RWU Shell Path, a natural walking path along the waterfront 
with parking and access open to the greater community. 

Starting at the end of the Bristol peninsula the campus extends from the south, along the eastern shore of the Mt. 
Hope Bridge, and extends northward along Ferry and Old Ferry Roads, ending at the national headquarters of US 
Sailing on our campus. The southern portion of the campus is divided by Old Ferry Road; to the west the university 
maintains two large parking areas adjacent to the historic Mount Hope Bridge, and to the east lies Old Ferry Road 
and our campus residential housing communities. Our campus parking areas are generally occluded from views from 
the road and bridge due to topography and strategic landscaping. Our campus housing is in full view from the bridge 
and the water but is not visible from the roadways within Bristol and is removed a far distance from any abutters. 
The central portion of campus contains the heart of our academic spaces, student life, athletic and recreational 
facilities and general offices. This central district of campus is divided by Fulton Way, named in recognition of the 
Fulton family, who previously owned much of the original campus property. The northern section of campus contains 
student housing, athletic fields, parking and other administrative offices, and the national headquarters for US 
Sailing. 

Over our fifty years in Bristol, the campus has experienced growth of an eclectic mix of architectural styles over 
each decade since the Bristol Campus was established in 1969. The campus buildings are an amalgamation of the 
original 18th century farm Tudor structures, Usonian, modern, post-modern, and New England seaside elements. 
Their juxtaposition in the campus landscape creates a unique campus experience that blends the different styles 
of architecture together. Prominent campus features include the Library Clock Tower, North Campus residence 
hall, and the Richard L. Bready Mount Hope Bay Sailing and Education Center, home of the current #2 collegiate 
sailing program in the country. Vehicular circulation systems provide emergency and routine access to all facilities. 
Pedestrian systems provide functional circulation through a network of walkways to access buildings and open spaces. 

“We were able to secure a beautiful site and have begun construction 
of seven buildings for our new campus on Mount Hope Bay. This 
has been described to me many times as one of the most beautiful 
locations for a college in New England, and this new campus 
represents one of the major breakthroughs in the present stage of 
development of our College as a significant institution in Rhode 
Island.”
RWU President Ralph E. Gauvey

January 16, 1968
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Ayers Saint Gross
1040 Hull Street, St #100, 
Baltimore, MD-21230
Ph: (410) 347-8500

KEY

	 Existing Campus Buildings
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In 1969, Roger Williams College moved its primary campus to Bristol and began classes in newly constructed facilities, 
while maintaining some original buildings. Over these fifty years, the University property has been incrementally and 
strategically built to accommodate sustainable growth. Through the 1970s and 1980s, the University added significant 
housing capacity to the south and east, as well as additional academic buildings. An expansion of the academic 
facilities was added in the early 1990s to the west of the campus. Through the 2000s, significant facilities investments 
added the North Campus Residence Hall, the Alumni and Admissions House, Global Heritage Hall and expansion of 
athletic facilities, in total giving the campus much of its current signature aesthetic. 
Please see Appendix 1 for a detailed inventory of each campus property.

BUILDING AGE

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

“The development of the Bristol campus has been marked from the beginning 
by a spirit of good will and cooperation between the college, local officials and 
townspeople in general. The community is pleased and complimented that Roger 
Williams College selected this beautiful spot for its new campus. The college 
brings to the community the advantages inherent in a school of liberal arts, while 
at the same time it finds in Bristol, an historic setting in which to promote the 
ideals of the man for whom the college is named.”
Mr. Roswell S. Bosworth, 

Sr. Publisher of the Bristol Phoenix and RWU Trustee, 1969

KEY

	 2010 - Present Day
	 2000s
	 1990s
	 1980s
	 1970s
	 Original Campus
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The University takes advantage of its coastal location and curates a wide variety of landscape typologies and benefits 
from being situated along the peninsula to augment the overall landscape experience on campus. The landscape can be 
considered across four major categories:

•	 Forests. The campus is surrounded by forests on all sides towards the peninsula. This is a unique feature of the 
campus that adds to our distinctive natural identity. 

•	 Athletics/Recreation. The campus has several athletic facilities including baseball, softball, and soccer fields as a part 
of the programmed open spaces. 

•	 Campus Quadrangles. The core of the campus has a few iconic quad spaces that give identity and character to the 
campus, such as the open space between the University library, Administration building and the Cummings School of 
Architecture. Additionally, the residence halls on north campus have their own defining quads.

•	 Meadows/Fields. The campus benefits from having a buffer space along Metacom Road, which acts as an open 
meadow. Additionally, there are open fields along the north edge of the campus.

CAMPUS LANDSCAPE

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Forest
	 Athletic Field
	 Campus Quadrangle
	 Meadow/Field
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BUILDING AND PROPERTY CHANGES SINCE 2016

Specific to the University E-1 Zone as an Educational Institutional Zoning District, the following are the changes to 
the buildings and properties since 2016:

1.	New Academic Construction: Richard L. Bready Applied Learning Laboratories 

2.	New Residential Construction: Bayside 4 - “Driftwood” 

3.	Property Conversion: US Sailing Headquarters (former James L. Maher Center)

In addition to the above core changes, since our 2016 submission, RWU no longer uses off site space for academic 
programming in Bristol at the Byfield and Reynolds Schools. Our Ceramics and Sculpture programming are now 
located in leased space on Gooding Avenue in Bristol, RI. 

Please refer to Appendix 1 for the full list of university projects owned and leased within Bristol, RI.

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

1
2

3

KEY

	 Building/Property changes
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C. DESIGNATED HISTORIC DISTRICTS

The E-1 zoned campus property for Roger Williams University is not part of a local historic district nor does the main 
campus contain any local historic facilities or structures that are on the National Registry of History Places.

D. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Roger Williams is presently two years into a strategic action planning process under President Miaoulis. With an 
emerging academic vision, the University has just completed other significant planning efforts to inform our Institutional 
Master Plan, with shorter-term goals as well as our longer-term vision, to continue to provide a modern, state-of-the-art 
campus and spaces for living, working and learning. This five-year Institutional Master Plan envisions new construction 
and renovation of existing campus facilities to support our strategic plan and represents a nearly $150 million investment 
into the infrastructure to modernize our living and learning spaces. 

This five-year plan will provide the trajectory and set up the new wave of initiatives and investment that will move us 
toward our ten-year vision of Roger Williams University and what will be needed to align the physical campus so that 
our spaces reinforce and support our academic vision and enable us to provide our students the education they need for 
a changing world. 

TEN-YEAR GOALS 

Within ten years, RWU will be a vibrant year-round community of learners. Our planned enrollment growth over the 
next ten years is to continue to expand the various types of learners we serve. This includes expanding our portfolio of 
graduate programming, expanding the role of the law school and legal education and looking more into low-residency 
corporate models of conferences, workshops, certificates and degrees. The new student populations have required RWU 
to reflect on our campus footprint and begin to make decisions about delivery method of education (in-person, online, 
hybrid) and ensure we optimize the use of our Bristol and our Providence campuses for our programs. 

The design principles that guide our ten-year vision of the Bristol campus inform the choices we will make as we invest 
in the buildings, landscape, and circulation patterns of campus. Our concept plan is informed by the needs to: 

•	 Improve overall housing quality with a particular focus on the first-year experience of our students. This also includes 
the intent to consolidate all undergraduate student housing options in university-owned properties to be contained on 
the Bristol campus; thereby vacating the Almeida Apartments in Bristol and Baypoint Residence in Portsmouth.  

•	 Consolidate student services into a new Student Center on campus. 

•	 Renew and expand the academic core of campus, renovating existing classroom spaces while also adding new academic 
buildings or expansions on the Bristol campus as funding allows.

•	 Expand the open space network and improve our pedestrian connections to campus and nature. This will require 
the university to clarify vehicular circulation to and through the campus while also addressing areas of vehicular and 
pedestrian conflict on campus. 

•	 Enhance the athletics experience. With nearly one-third of RWU students involved in NCAA Division III or club sports 
on campus, RWU also will invest in a premier participant and spectator experience. 

•	 Leverage the bay as a defining campus asset in all our future design choices so that we can take advantage of lines of 
sight to the bay and facilitate connection to the bay as much as possible.

With all these investments in improvements to our physical spaces, RWU commits to being a welcoming place with 
community access to our beautiful campus. In addition to receiving members of the public enjoying a walk on our Shell 
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FIVE-YEAR OBJECTIVES 

To support our vision of a modern university campus environment, over the next five years RWU has identified our most 
critical needs to be a new Student Center and a new Residence Hall, combined with continued academic/learning space 
investments. These are exciting projects for the campus by themselves, but these projects are also enabling projects. As 
new spaces and buildings are created, various offices and functions from across campus will move into the new Student 
Center. This will allow the university to renovate and modernize the spaces that become vacant, adding new energy and 
classroom design principles into all our campus spaces. 

1.	New Residence Hall. RWU will design and build a new residence hall that will serve as a connector of north and south 
campus, with a housing capacity between 350-400 students. The new hall is imagined to be a mixture of living and 
learning with spaces on its first floor that will animate the student experience; as we go through an upcoming design 
process, such spaces may include space for yoga/dance, added classroom learning spaces, spaces for meetings, a test 
kitchen, or other ideas that arise as priorities from the campus community. Building this new hall will be used as an 
opportunity to address the current conflicts of baseball and softball sharing outfields. RWU will relocate baseball to a 
new location on the north end of campus and reorient the softball field in its current location.

A building of this size will provide RWU with new beds on campus so we can address the remainder of our current 
housing stock. As we construct the new building, it allows for the demolition of Maple Hall (as we temporarily relocate 
some of those beds to the new building) and the ability to subsequently rebuild over time with two smaller buildings 
near its existing footprint while maintaining our current number of student beds during construction. These smaller 
residential buildings will open up lines of sight to the bay and be more intimate and personal living communities. Once 
Maple replacements are built (beyond the present five-year planning window), it will allow the University to then bring 
our undergraduate students living in university-owned satellite housing back onto the main campus (i.e., Baypoint in 
Portsmouth; Almeida in Bristol).

2. New Student Center. A new Student Center will be situated east of our Recreation Center on the site of an existing 
parking lot and Mail Center, where it will be positioned at the physical center (heart) of our campus. The vision is to 
house various functional spaces, student clubs and other functions to possibly include: 

•	 Multi-purpose function and event spaces for student clubs and organizations as well as opportunities for Bristol town/
community usage 

•	 A wellness center

•	 Consolidated student services (admission, financial aid, bursar, registrar)

•	 Multicultural center

As the Student Center is completed, student service offices will vacate their existing spaces across several buildings. 
This will allow the University to repurpose the Alumni and Admission house to become offices of the president/
administration. Additionally, when all student services move out of the current administration building (an original 
building on the Bristol campus), it will be demolished and become the site of our next signature academic space, 
serving as a hub for science and technology innovation (which is presented below in the Academic Space Renewal and 
Construction section).  

Path along the water and local fishermen casting from our shoreline, RWU will amplify access for the community in 
partnership with the Town of Bristol through the use of our sports and recreational facilities, attendance at performing 
arts events and lectures, access to our academic facilities for various lectures and conferences, and shared usage of our 
new Student Center’s multi-purpose spaces.
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3. Academic Space Renewal and Construction. Supplementing our campus master plan work has been a parallel 
steering committee focused on a space analysis and needs assessment of all academic spaces on campus. The renewal of 
existing spaces and the possible creation of a new center focused on science and technology innovation will fall within a 
5-7-year window of time (with new construction pending financing).

E. PROPOSED CHANGES IN LAND HOLDINGS 

At this time, the University has no proposed changes in land holdings through sale or acquisition in our Institutional 
Master Plan. 
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F. PROPOSED CHANGES IN LAND USE

This Institutional Master Plan proposes the following changes in land use over the next five years. 

1. A portion of Paolino Field (current home to the softball and baseball teams) will be repurposed from an athletic/
recreational use to be the site of our new residence hall. Paolino Field will remain the home of softball.  

2. Land adjacent to our parking garage and a portion of the North Residential Lot will be converted from parking 
spaces into athletic field space and new location for men’s baseball. 

3. The new Student Center will be located on the site of our existing Mail Center and surface parking lot. A new 
location for mailing services will be identified in our design process and we will be maintaining parking on this site by 
converting surface parking to sub-surface parking beneath the new Student Center.

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

1

3

2
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The plan proposes several strategic capital improvement projects to enhance the physical campus now and for the 
future. These improvements range from major projects with new building construction to relocation and repositioning 
of assets to rejuvenate the heart of the campus. They aim to bring more life into the main core of campus and make the 
campus more walkable and activated at different points in the day. 

•	 Major Capital Improvements

	− New Residence Hall (+350 beds) - 120,000 GSF

	− Student Center - 75,000 GSF

•	 Minor Capital Improvement Projects

	− Baseball Field Relocation

	− Softball Field and parking relocation

•	 Renovation

	− Phased Renovations of the first and second floor of the SECCM building, the original campus engineering facility.

•	 Landscape Improvements

G. PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 New Building
	 Renovation
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The plan proposes a new residence hall  on the south side of Roger Williams Way at the existing location of the Paolino 
Field. The total capacity of the new residence hall will be approximately 350 beds with an intended configuration of 150 
semi-suites and 200 suites. The total proposed area for the residence hall is approximately 125,000 GSF. The planned 
structure is proposed to be four stories with its height in full compliance with zoning requirements and reaching the 
same approximate height of the North Campus Residence Hall. 

Both of the below new construction projects for RWU will be situated within Sector 3 on the RWU campus which has 
been specified by Town of Bristol zoning to have buildings with a required maximum height of 65 feet. While the formal 
design process for these new campus buildings has not begun, Roger Williams will ensure that each project is in full 
compliance of the height requirements for this Sector.

The plan proposes a new Student Center Building of approximately 75,000 GSF at the site of the existing Mail Center 
and surface lots along Fulton Way. The plan proposes a three-story structure with approximately 25,000 GSF per floor. 
While design will impact the existing parking lots with 77 parking spaces, the new Student Center plans include sub-
structure parking that will accommodate 85 parking spaces, resulting in a gain of 8 parking spaces.  

1. NEW RESIDENCE HALL (+350 BEDS)

2. STUDENT CENTER

MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 New Building

1
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3. SOFTBALL/BASEBALL FIELDS RELOCATION

Due to the construction of the new residence hall at the Paolino Field, the Men’s Baseball field will be relocated to 
the current site of the North Residence Parking Lot. Once the new residence hall is created, the Women’s Softball 
field will remain on Paolino Field but be reconfigured with a more optimal field orientation for competitive playing as 
shown in the proposed plan diagram. 

4. PARKING RELOCATION  

To support these major and minor improvements to campus, onsite parking spaces lost due to baseball and softball 
reconfiguration will be relocated adjacent to Roger Williams Way and will include 80 parking spaces. 

5. SIGNIFICANT RENOVATION AND IMPROVEMENT TO EXISTING BUILDINGS 

In conjunction with our institutional master planning efforts, RWU has engaged in a full classroom planning effort to 
inventory, assess, and price out the investment needs to create a master modernization plan for all teaching spaces on 
campus. The most significant work in this regard is related to the present School of Engineering building (an original 
building of campus). RWU is reviewing significant renovations to the first and second floors of this building.  

LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS 

RWU does not have any significant landscape projects of note in our planning efforts. However, as new buildings are 
added to campus, we will elevate the surrounding landscape designs in our planning to keep improving the campus 
grounds at each phase of our growth.

MINOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Renovation
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The campus property and building site specifications are defined and regulated by Bristol Zoning, the Coastal 
Resources Management Council (CRMC), Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). Bristol Zoning defines the property line setback from abutters and public streets. 
CRMC regulates the edge of the saltwater coast and associated wetlands and adjacent near shore coastal resources. 
ACOE administers the regulation and permitting within FEMA-developed flood plain zones along the area impacting 
navigable waterways.  

SECTORS
Included in this master plan application is a Zoning/Sector plan that illustrates the Sectors (height restriction limits) 
and Buffers (required setbacks) for-designated areas on campus. 

The sectors have the following height restrictions:

	− CRMC Buffer			   No permanent structures

	− Sector 1				    35 ft

	− Sector 2		   		  48 ft.

	− Sector 3				    65 ft.

Of the approximately 143 acres of the Bristol campus, approximately ten acres are unbuildable/developable due to 
wetlands, excessive slope of terrain, or mandated landscape buffers. In addition,  25 acres are within the CRMC 
setback and Flood Plain which make the probability of construction of habitable structures infeasible or improbable 
for economic and/or regulatory constraints.

BUFFERS
The coastal buffers map on the following page delineates the buffer zones as follows:

The required tabular setbacks are as follows:

	− Coastal Buffer 			   200 ft

	− Coastal Construction Setback 		 25 ft.

	− Wetland Edge Const. Setback 		 50 ft.

•	 Landscape Buffers (zoning)

	− Ferry Road 114 			   85 ft

	− Old Ferry Road			   40 ft

	− Metacom Avenue 136			  50 ft

	− North Property Line			   50 ft

•	 FEMA Flood Plain

	− Elevation				    21 ft

H. DESIGNATED SECTORS & BUFFERS
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SECTORS

BUFFERS
Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Sector 1
	 Sector 2
	 Sector 3
	 Street Visibility Line

KEY

	 Landscape Buffer
	 Wetland Area
	 Wetland Buffer
	 200’ Coastal Buffer
	 25’ Coastal Setback
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I. VIEWS

Included in this master plan application is a Zoning/Sector plan that illustrates the Sectors (height restriction limits) 
as well as the Street Visibility Line (SVL) as viewed from Rt. 136 and Rt. 114. Per zoning and the 2016 submission of 
this plan, the open space buffer and screen area was designated along Rt. 136 and Rt. 114, as shown on the attached 
plan. As per the Zoning code the buffer varies and is required along other property edges, also shown on the attached 
preceding map. The current zoning setback and sector map in this submission is consistent with previous submissions.

The map provided shows the current views available to Mt. Hope Bay, and a View-Corridor which generally depicts 
available vistas of Mt. Hope Bridge. This map is largely for the University to take these conditions into account and 
maintain the scenic beauty of the internal dynamics. The proposed Capital Improvements, as mentioned in the plan’s 
introduction, seek to capitalize on our location and improve the quality of our scenic location while not overbuilding.

The above map displays (in yellow) the permitted CRMC sight corridors that RWU maintains.
Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Views from Perimeter Roadways
	 View Corridor
	 Views to Mount Hope Bay
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The new construction projects referenced in Section G above (Proposed Capital Improvements) are presently at the 
conceptual stage. Detailed building plans and architectural drawings will be completed following an inclusive design 
process in 2023. RWU will ensure the plan addresses all requirements set forth for scaled plan submission to the town. 

The University has two major building construction projects within the time span of this master plan submission: 

1. New Residence Hall (+350 beds) - 125,000 GSF  

2. Student Center - 75,000 GSF  

All projects will comply with all required codes and authorities having jurisdiction

J. NEW BUILDINGS & ADDITIONS

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 New Buildings

1
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Section G contains detailed descriptions of each of the proposed projects. At the time of this submission, the 
University has two building demolition projects which will result through the implementation of the plan. These 
demolition projects do not have any tenants other than the institution itself:

1.	 The Campus Mail and Copy Center is required to be demolished prior to the construction of the Student Center, 
which is proposed to be built on the same site. 

2.	 With the construction of a new residence hall, priority demolition and decommissioning of Maple Hall will possibly 
occur within the five-year window.  

K. PROPOSED DEMOLITION

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Demolition

1

2
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L. VEHICULAR & PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

The Institutional Master Plan includes the creation and rejuvenation of pedestrian circulation elements and the 
removal of some vehicular circulation elements. A priority goal of our institutional master planning efforts is to 
continue to make the Bristol campus a more pedestrian-friendly campus and create a more pastoral feel to the campus 
with less car circulation occurring.  

Short-term relocation of parking on the campus (away from the central campus and towards our perimeter) will occur. 
Within the longer ten-year planning window, RWU proposes changes to the interior campus street that runs north/
south between Fulton Way to Cedar Hall. Our goal is to curtail open vehicular access and parking along this street and 
convert it to a signature primary pedestrian walk. However, this walkway will still function as a service street during 
key times of year such as move-in/move-out and allow for emergency vehicle access.

EXISTING VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Existing Vehicular Routes
	 Main Intersections
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PROPOSED VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

OVERALL CAMPUS NETWORK
Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Existing Vehicular Routes
	 Emergency Roadway
	 Existing Parking
	 Proposed Parking
	 Main Roadway Intersection
	 Main Campus Intersection
*

KEY

	 Shell Path
	 Vehicular Route
	 Pedestrian Route
	 Plaza
	 Passive Green Space
	 Athletic Field
	 Plazas
	 Main Campus Intersection*
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M. PARKING PLAN 
EXISTING PARKING SUMMARY
The following are the existing on and off-campus campus parking spaces*: 

•	 Bristol Main Campus Parking  - 2,529 spaces

•	 Off Campus Parking 

	− 260 spaces at Almeida Apartments (201 Bayview Ave, Bristol, RI)  

	− 212 spaces at Baypoint Residence Hall (Portsmouth, RI) 

Total Parking Spaces all 3 campuses - 3,001 spaces

*Shell Path Parking - 4 parking spots are dedicated to public access at the shell path head at Lot C. 

*See appendix 4 for detailed parking inventory

ENROLLMENT AND EMPLOYMENT DATA
*Actual based on 9/1/2022 Enrollment and Employment Data for Fall 2022 Semester

People Parking Allocation1

Undergraduate Residential Students2 1669 417

Undergraduate Commuting Students 1062 1062

Law Full-time Students 347 347

Full-time Bristol Employees 766 766

2592

Total RWU Spaces 3001

Spaces in Excess of Ordinance Requirements 409
Footnote 1: Parking Allocation based on Town of Bristol ordinance required 1 parking space per 4 resident students plus 1 per 
each commuting student plus 1 per each full time employee (maximum on any shift or at 1 time)

Footnote 2: Total residential students as of 9/1/2022 is 2,728. However, per university policy, first-year students are not allowed 
to have parking permits and bring a car to campus. Therefore, housing allocations are based on the eligible sophomore to senior 
students which is 1669 in campus housing this fall.

CHANGED/NEW SPACES DUE TO PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
As highlighted in Section G above, two projects will have a few impacts on the overall parking of the campus over the 
course of our institutional master plan in the years ahead. However, even with new construction, RWU will maintain, 
if not expand upon, our existing number of spaces on campus. Additionally, the RWU parking space availability 
conforms to Sec. 28-251 General requirements for parking in the town Code.

The Student Center is proposed to be built on the existing parking lot that presently has 77 parking spaces, which will 
be removed during our construction phase. However, the new Student Center is proposed to include 85 structured 
spaces, resulting in a net gain of 8 parking spaces. 

The relocation of the baseball field to the north of the North Residence Hall will impact an existing parking lot and 
will result in the loss of 110 parking spaces. However, the existing site for the baseball field will be reconfigured to 
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accommodate the softball field as well as place back 80 parking spaces, a net loss on this project of 30 spaces. 

The resulting impact of both projects will result in a loss of 22 parking spaces. However, these 22 spaces will be built 
as an extension to Lot 13 at Roger Williams Dr Annex to re-capture the lost spaces resulting in no loss of parking 
spaces.

CAMPUS SHUTTLE SYSTEM 
Roger Williams operates campus circulation transportation between our main campus and remote housing locations 
as well and shuttle service between main campus and the town of Bristol. This service allows students living in Bristol 
access to and from campus while also enabling residential students without a parking permit to take advantage of the 
town. 

Shuttles (generally running from 7am to 10pm while school is in session) 

•	 Main Campus to and from Baypoint Residential and Conference Center (Portsmouth, RI) 

•	 Bristol-Campus Shuttle Route with stops at:

	− CVS (Metacom Avenue) 

	− Almeida Complex 

	− Bayview at Wood 

	− High Street  

	− Hope Street at State Street



*Proposed parking below the proposed student center 
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PROPOSED PARKING

EXISTING PARKING

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

KEY

	 Existing Parking
	 Electric Vehicle Parking

KEY

	 Proposed Parking
	 Existing Parking
	 Existing Electric Vehicle Parking
	 Proposed Electric Vehicle Parking
	 4 parking spots dedicated to
	 public access at the Shell Path
	 trail head



1. Main Entrance intersection. 

The main entrance to the RWU campus and traffic pattern is one of the most challenging street mergers and congested 
patterns in the state. Further, the main entrance to campus is only accessible when traveling northbound (coming 
over the Mount Hope Bridge). For all campus visitors traveling southbound to campus, including our campus shuttle 
and other traffic, a U-turn is required to reach the main entrance, making Rt. 114/Ferry Road a challenging stretch of 
road for Bristol residents, the campus community and passers-through of the area. Over the course of this plan, the 
university intends to partner with the Town of Bristol to improve the safety and circulation patterns of traffic at the 
merger of Rt. 114 and Rt. 136 at the front door of the University.

At the current time, no other additional campus infrastructure projects presently planned will require town action. As 
our plans change, we will stay in constant contact with the town and follow the necessary town procedures to adapt 
the plan.

PROPOSED INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

KEY

	 Main Entrance Intersection
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N. PROPOSED INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

Note: For 8.5x11 map refer to Appendix 13

1
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2. ABUTTERS MAP (300’ RADIUS)
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3. ABUTTERS LIST
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ABUTTERS LIST
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4. CAMPUS PARKING
Lo

t
Lo

ca
tio

n 
de

sc
ri

pt
io

n
Pa

rk
in

g 
Fo

r
Pe

rm
it 

Co
lo

r
N

um
be

r 
of

 
sp

ac
es

N
um

be
r 

of
 H

C
Lo

t 
Di

m
en

si
on

s
Sp

ac
e 

Di
m

en
si

on
s

EV
 

Ch
ar

gi
ng

Sp
ec

ia
l N

ot
at

io
ns

1
A

dm
is

si
on

s
Vi

si
to

r
M

in
t 

G
re

en
1

6
2

5
0

'x
6

0
'

1
8

'x
8

'
N

o

2
3

0
 M

in
ut

e 
D

in
in

g 
C

om
m

on
s

A
ny

 p
er

m
it

ed
 

Ve
hi

cl
e

A
ny

1
5

2
1

4
0

'x
1

9
'

1
8

'x
9

'
N

o

2
A

G
lo

ba
l D

ri
ve

w
ay

E
m

pl
oy

ee
s

R
ed

/
B

lu
e

1
7

1
3

0
x1

9
'

1
8

'x
9

'
N

o
1

 C
ar

ee
r 

C
en

te
r

3
Fr

om
 G

ab
el

li 
M

ap
le

 F
ro

nt
 

&
 F

in
e 

A
rt

s
E

m
pl

oy
ee

s
R

ed
/

B
lu

e/
C

ar
 

P
oo

l

5
7

5
2

1
0

'x
5

0
'

1
8

'x
9

'  
Ye

s
3

 C
C

C
 s

pa
ce

s 
&

 A
VO

 
5

 c
ar

 p
oo

l 4
IC

 V
an

s 
2

 C
ha

rg
in

g 
st

at
io

n,
 

3
 Z

ip

4
N

or
th

 o
f 

C
en

te
r 

fo
r 

S
td

 
D

ev
E

m
pl

oy
ee

s
R

ed
/

B
lu

e
9

1
8

7
'x

1
8

1
8

'x
9

'
N

o
1

 Z
ip

 c
ar

5
Fr

on
t 

of
 C

S
D

E
m

pl
oy

ee
s

R
ed

/
B

lu
e

8
0

8
4

'x
1

8
'

1
8

'x
1

0
'

N
o

1
 Z

ip
 c

ar

6
S

ou
th

 o
f 

C
S

D
E

m
pl

oy
ee

s
R

ed
/

B
lu

e
1

5
0

1
0

0
'x

1
8

'
1

8
'x

9
'

N
o

6
A

Lo
w

er
 C

ed
ar

 L
ot

E
m

pl
oy

ee
s

R
ed

/
B

lu
e

1
6

1
6

2
'x

7
0

'
1

8
'x

8
'

N
o

7
U

pp
er

 O
ld

 F
er

ry
 L

ot
/

G
at

ed
E

m
pl

oy
ee

s
R

ed
/

B
lu

e
7

4
0

5
8

'x
3

7
4

'
1

8
'x

9
'

N
o

8
B

ef
or

e 
th

e 
G

at
e 

S
to

ne
w

al
l

E
m

pl
oy

ee
s

R
ed

/
B

lu
e

1
6

0
5

5
'x

1
1

0
'

3
@

1
8

'x
1

0
' 

an
d 

1
3

@
9

'x
1

8
'

N
o

9
A

dm
in

is
tr

at
io

n 
Lo

t/
G

at
ed

Fu
ll 

Ti
m

e 
Fa

cu
lt

y 
&

 
A

dm
in

is
tr

at
or

s

B
lu

e
1

2
5

5
5

0
'x

5
9

0
'

1
8

'x
9

'
N

o

1
0

B
eh

in
d 

S
O

L/
PA

C
E

m
pl

oy
ee

s
R

ed
/

B
lu

e
2

6
5

3
0

'x
5

0
'

1
8

'x
9

'
N

o
2

 O
ffi

ce
 o

f 
D

ea
n,

 2
 

of
fic

e 
of

 A
dm

is
si

on
s 

1
 1

5
 m

in
ut

e 
sp

ot
, 
2

 
U

ni
ve

rs
it

y 
O

nl
y 

S
po

ts

1
1

B
eh

in
d 

R
ec

 C
en

te
r 

Tu
rf

 
S

id
e

Vi
si

to
rs

Ye
llo

w
4

8
1

1
5

5
'x

1
8

9
' 

1
8

'x
9

'
N

o
4

C
P

C
 v

an
s

1
2

B
eh

in
d 

R
ec

 C
en

te
r 

M
N

S
 

S
id

e
E

m
pl

oy
ee

s
R

ed
/

B
lu

e
2

9
0

1
0

0
'x

1
1

6
'

N
o

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY42



4. CAMPUS PARKING
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PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

KEY

	 Existing Campus Buildings
	 Proposed Buildings
	 Proposed Renovations

0’ 750’

1”=750’

375’

Ayers Saint Gross
1040 Hull Street, St #100, 
Baltimore, MD-21230
Ph: (410) 347-8500

2

5

NEW RESIDENCE HALL

NEW STUDENT CENTER

SOFTBALL/BASEBALL 
RELOCATION

PARKING RELOCATION

SECCM RENOVATION

1

2

3

4

5

4

1

3

3



New Construction

Renovation / Renewal

Demolition

Three Strategic Priorities:

1. Residential Life

2. Academics 

3. Student Life and Support  

Existing Building

5. 10-YR PROPOSED STRATEGIC PLAN

4. 5-YR STRATEGIC PLAN

2

1

5

3

4

4 Renovations to Cedar Hall1 New Student Center

5 Demolition of Maple Hall

6 Baseball field 
(not on sheet presently)

New Residence Hall2

3 Current SECCM continued 
academic renovations

Metacom Ave

Fe
rry

 R
d

Mt Hope Bay

Metacom Ave

Fe
rry

 R
d

Mt Hope Bay
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10-YR PROPOSED STRATEGIC PLAN
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	 Existing Campus Buildings
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EXISTING PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

6. CAMPUS ANALYSIS

CONFLICT AREAS

Metacom Ave

Ferr
y R

d

Mt Hope Bay KEY

	 Vehicular Circulation
	 Pedestrian Circulation
	 Conflict Intersections
	 Major Conflict Zones
	 Minor Conflict Zones

KEY

	 Pedestrian Circulation



STAKEHOLDERS

7. PROCESS

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY48

Who We’ve Heard From

Academic Listening 
Sessions
• Feinstein School of 

Humanities, Arts, and 
Education

• Gabelli School of Business
• School of Law
• Feinstein School of Social 

and Natural Sciences
• Cummings School of 

Architecture
• School of Justice Studies
• University College
• School of Engineering, 

Computing, and 
Construction Management

Administrative and Campus-
wide Listening Sessions
• Public Safety
• Housing
• Athletics
• Student Activities and Spiritual 

Life
• Facilities
• Library
• Student Success
• Enrollment
• Marketing and Communication

Community Listening Sessions
• Meeting with Town Officials
• Meeting with Neighbors 

“Thematic” Listening Sessions
• Diversity + Inclusion
• Accessibility
• Sustainability
• Labor Union Leadership
• Twenty-first Century Learning 

Environments

Student, Faculty, & Staff 
Forums
• Student Open Forums (2)
• Faculty Open Forums

Building & Grounds Committee

Board of Trustees 



8. OBSERVATIONS
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9. APPLICATION FORM
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APPLICATION FORM
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10. SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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SUBMISSION CHECKLIST

ROGER WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY60



SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
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12. MAPS
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Map Key: 

1. Parking and Information  
2. Alumni and Admission Center 
3. Cummings School of Architecture
4. Administration Building 
5. School of Engineering, Computing and Construction Management
6. Feinstein College of Arts and Sciences and School of Justice Studies
7. Stonewall Terrace 
8. Willow Hall 
9. Cedar Hall 
10. Center for Student Development 
11. Fine Arts Center
12. Maple Hall 
13. Mario J. Gabelli School of Business
14. Global Heritage Hall 
15. University Library
16. The Commons 
17. Global & Community Engagement
18. Marine and Natural Sciences Building

 

19. Richard L. Bready Mount Hope Bay Sailing & Education Center
20. Bayside Courts (Whitecap, Tidewater, Sea Breeze, Driftwood)
21. Mail Room 
22. Campus Recreation Center 
23. ELS Language Center
24. School of Law, Education Department and Law Library
25. Performing Arts Center
26. North Campus Residence Hall
27. Performing Arts Annex

29. Facilities, Purchasing, Public Safety Headquarters and  
      Human Resources 

28. Richard L. Bready Applied Learning Laboratories  

30. U.S. Sailing Association Headquarters
31. Intercultural Center
32. Queer and Trans Resource and 
      Advocacy Center (QTRAC)

32
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